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SUMMER SEAFOOD SENSATIONS

a 3-course meal for $19.95.

Choose from three new entrees:  Parmesan Crusted Tilapia,
Shrimp & Scallop Skewers, or Grilled Chilean Steelhead.

This limited time offer features a salad, entrée and personal dessert.

Treat your taste buds
to a little vacation.

A10  THE ADVOCATE  MONDAY, JUNE 8, 2009

AREA NEWS

By Lisa Chamoff
STAFF WRITER

GREENWICH — John Bar-
tlik Jr. called the masked 
creatures that paw through 
the trash cans near his Green-
wich Point concession stand 
“raccoons with an attitude.”

The animals have become 
as much of  a fixture of  the 
147-acre waterfront park as 
sunbathers, joggers and pic-
nickers .

“They’ll go right into the 
garbage cans, and you shoo 
them away. And they come 
back,” said Bartlik, who runs 
Johnnie’s Tods Point Grill.

Daytime raccoon sightings 
at Greenwich Point have be-
come common, with the town 
receiving calls recently from 
visitors concerned that the 
traditionally nocturnal ani-
mals have rabies.

But wildlife experts say 
that as raccoons get used to 
humans — and their food — 
they’re more likely to show 
themselves in daylight.

“Just simply the fact that 
an animal is out during the 
daytime doesn’t automatical-
ly mean it is not well,” said 
Ted Gilman, a senior natural-
ist at Audubon Greenwich.

Chris Vann, a wildlife biol-
ogist with the state Depart-
ment of  Environmental Pro-
tection, said daytime raccoon 
sightings are generally a 
spring phenomenon, with 
mother raccoons seeking 
more food for their young 
than they can get Dumpster-
diving at night.

“The breeding families, be-
cause of  the demands placed 
on their nutritional needs, 
they may come out and take 
that extra effort to get that ad-
ditional food,” Vann said.

On Tuesday, Old Green-
wich resident Anne Kron was 
strolling with a friend in the 
park when they spotted a rac-
coon walking, a baby trailing 
behind her.

“No one was walking too 
close, but they didn’t seem 
bothered,” said Kron, 47. 

Kron said she wasn’t wor-

ried that the raccoons might 
have rabies.

“I’ve seen a rabid raccoon 
before,” Kron said. The ones 
at the Point “are just so used 
to the people.”

People shouldn’t worry 
about the raccoons unless 
they look disoriented and are 
stumbling around, coughing 
or drooling, Vann said.

Still, it’s not an open invi-
tation to share your leftover 
potato chips.

“We are concerned about 
overly habituated raccoons,” 
Vann said. “There are some 
cases where a raccoon . . . 
might scratch a screen door 
and come into a house and 
seek food. An animal that acts 
aggressive enough to chase 
you off  a picnic table could 
pose a potential public safety 
threat.“

Town officials say the 
problem hasn’t gone that far.

“I’ve heard from time to 
time that there are some 
brave raccoons looking for 
scraps from folks,” said Mi-
chael Long, director of  envi-
ronmental services at the 
town’s Health Department. 
“As far as rabies goes, we just 
recommend that people don’t 
go near any wildlife.”

Greenwich resident Axel 
Campbell said he suggested to 
town officials that they look 

into setting out packets with 
an oral rabies vaccine for rac-
coons at the park. He also con-
tacted the state DEP.

“Even though there isn’t 
an immediate problem, it 
could arise,” Campbell said. 
“All these animals should be 
protected so we can protect 
the people.”

Vann said such a program 
is possible, but if  a person or 
dog is bitten by a raccoon, 
they would still likely start 
treatment for rabies, and the 
animal would be killed.

“There would be no change 
in the rabies response proto-
col for an exposure,” Vann 
said.

People say they usually 
spot one or two raccoons dur-
ing trips to the Point. Earlier 
this week, Melissa Weicker 
and her cousin Brooke were 
enjoying lunch at a picnic 
table when they saw a rac-
coon dart out of  nearby rocks 
by the water and snap up a 
scattering of  bread crumbs.

“Every time people would 
come by, it would go back in 
the rocks,” said Weicker, a 21-
year-old Riverside resident, 
just home from Trinity Col-
lege in Hartford.

— Staff  Writer Lisa Cham-
off  can be reached at lisa.
chamoff@scni.com or 625-
4439.

Raccoons make themselves 
at home at Greenwich Point

A raccoon checks the garbage cans for food last week at 
Greenwich Point. 
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