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Her path is not uncharted.
Candice’s older sister, Melis-
sa, began home schooling at
about fifth grade, leaving
Northeast Elementary
School. She is now at Smith
College in Massachusetts.

The sisters said their
mother decided to home
school her four children be-
cause she was uncomfortable
with public school.

“She was Christian, and
she was pretty religious at
the time,” Candice said. “She
didn’t like that they were
teaching about evolution.”

An older brother brought
condoms home from ninth
grade about the time their
mother pulled the children
from school.

At about 0.3 percent in
2006, home schooling rates in
Connecticut are lower than
the national average, and the
state takes a respectful posi-
tion about parents’ rights.
The Department of Educa-
tion recommends parents file
a letter annually describing
education plans and urges
parents to submit to an annu-
al review with school offi-
cials. Local school districts,
however, have little enforce-
ment authority.

The Stamford’s student
support services office has a
record of 18 students being
home-schooled in the city
this school year. However,
the full number could be larg-
er.

For Candice, Melissa and
their two brothers, education
became less structured in
home school. They read the
Bible and books that interest-
ed them, went to the library,
wrote and learned practical
skills such as sewing. They
joined other home schoolers
at the Evangelical Communi-
ty Church on Newfield Ave-
nue, a launching point for
field trips to museums and
elsewhere.

Their brothers did not
earn their diplomas; one be-
came a dance teacher in Nor-
way, and the other is a Stop &
Shop manager, according to
Melissa. She had always
wanted to get her diploma,
but she didn’t talk with her
mother much about college.

“I always let her know that
I wanted to. It wasn’t like, ‘Oh,
you can’t,” or, “You shouldn’t.’
It was like, ‘If that’s what you
want,” ” Melissa said. Once
Candice started night school,
Melissa drove her to class and
helped her study, even math,
which was also a difficult sub-
ject for her.

“My mom, she didn’t find
education that important,”
Candice said. “I am really
thankful to my sister and my
teachers that had patience
and helped me learn.”

Candice’s only low grade
came in one of her first class-
es, a D she received in a class
on law and justice.

“I didn’t even know how
to take notes,” she said. “I
didn’t know how to follow
what the teacher was saying
and what I should write
down, I was very nervous, 1
had never been in a class-
room like that.”

However, the writing she
did in home school paid off in
an English class that semes-
ter, where she earned an A.

Candice acknowledges

her path would have been
easier had she gone through
public school, but the resent-
ment she once felt toward her
parents and their decision
has tempered, and she has
come to appreciate it.

“My mom died in 2006,
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and I am glad for the time I
had with her,” Candice said.
“She did teach more about
life.”

— Staff Writer Wynne
Parry can be reached at
wynne.parry@scni.com or
964-2263.

YOU GET

THE ADVOCATE m A5

UConn to release economic forecast

ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARTFORD — Editors of
the Connecticut Economy
are set to present lawmakers
with their findings on what is
driving the state’s recession.

The summer issue of the
quarterly, which is produced

SLEEPY'S
BEATS
ANYONE'S

AT LEAST

by the University of Connect-
icut, looks at the size of state
government, the effects of
the collapsing housing mar-
ket and stock market on the
state, and the latest jobs, un-
employment and housing
price forecasts.

Guaranteed Low Prices
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According to estimates,
state revenue is down 20 per-
cent from a year ago and the
state’s budget is nearly $10
billion in deficit over three
fiscal years. The presentation
takes place at 11:30 a.m. Mon-
day at the state Capitol.
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With any set $699 and above

i Mattress
Boxspring
(2) Pillows
(2) Pillow Cases [
Fitted Sheet
Flat Sheet
(1) Mattress Pad

Removal of Your
Old Mattress

Twin has (1) pillow and (1) pillowcase

?
]
=
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*Excludes Stearns & Foster®, ComforPedic™, Internet,
TrueForm®, Tempur-Pedic® or Sleep To Live™ models,
closeouts, special purchases, exchanges, floor samples,

2

QUEEN

warranties, discontinued & one-of-a kind items. 4 REG $599.99
Previous sales do not apply. Removal to curbside.  NEEAASRE]

Cannot be combined with any other discounted offer. | e 1 /2
All models available for purchase and may not be on PRICE  PRICE

display. Sleepy’s reserves the right to limit quantities to
1 set per customer. Photos are for illustration purposes
only. Not responsible for typographical errors.

**************

nAM

| TWINZPECESE ... 499" ‘249”7
O FULL2PECESET . $579” $289%

Applies to same or comparable mattresses hPnor to delivery. We will meet any price
on any Stearns & Foster’, ComforPedic",

.

ors ee ToLive models. Excudes closeouts, speclal purchases exchanges,

floor samples, warranties, discontinued & one-of-a kind items

T 1/2 prices applies to models listed only. King size available at similar savings.

President

Internet, TrueForm*, Tempur-Pedic;

Must present compeitor’s
current ad or invoice,

Euro Top

ZQI!{EEE'# 49 REG $999.99

REG $1399.99
w12 e 1/2
PRICE  PRICE PRICE  PRICE

TWN2PECESET ... 799" *399°  nwiN2PrCESET . ‘999" *499”

Pillowtop

29

69
2PC. SET

FULL2PECESET ... *899% *449”  ruwomeceser . $1299° *649%

A mattress is the most important purchase of your lifetime.

25 of your first 75 years are spe’h"t*'

" in bed.

SLEEPYS

The Mattress Professionals:

GREENWICH/PORT CHESTER 159 W. Putnam Ave. (Opp Food Emporium) 203-869-5255

PORT CHESTER 262 Boston Post Rd. (Shopping Ctr. Next To Bally Fitness) 914-922-9901

OLD GREENWICH 1340 E. Putnam Rd. (Next to Magic Cleaners-Opp Taco Bell) 203-637-8571
STAMFORD 955 High Ridge Road/Route 137 (Opposite Kinko's) 203-968-1507

STAMFORD 2101 Summer Street (Ridgeway Shopping Ctr) 203-353-0661
STAMFORD/GREENWICH 1990 West Main St (ShopRite Plaza, Behind Ethan Allen) 203-977-0692
NORWALK 500 Connecticut Avenue (Darinor Ctr Btw Old Navy & Kohl's) 203-857-4311
NORWALK 588 Main Ave (1/2 Mile North of DMV-Next to Subway) 203-849-3047

NORWALK 654 Main Ave. (Walmart Plaza, Next to Staples) 203-847-0497x

NORWALK 401 Westport Ave (Next To Attoro) 203-846-9571

WESTPORT 1803 Post Rd East (Opp. of Stop & Shop) 203-255-2316
DANBURY/BROOKFIELD 106 Federal Rd Rte 7 (Kohl's Shopping Ctr) 203-740-7881
DANBURY 20 Backus Avenue (Opp. Barnes & Noble) 203-743-0899

DANBURY 67 Newtown Road/Route 6 (Opposite Corners) 203-791-1718

DANBURY 110 Federal Road (Near Borders) 203-798-7032

DANBURY 15 Backus Ave. (Nr. Christmas Tree Shop) 203-791-1026%x

BREWSTER 1511 Rte. 22 (In the Lakeview Plaza Shopping Ctr) 845-278-5469
BREWSTER 100 Independent Way (The Highlands near Home Depot) 845-279-3502
MT. KISCO 383 North Bedford Road (Opposite CVS) 914-242-7104

* Clearance Merchandise Available

®
Next Day DE|Ivel’y When YOlI Wallt It Road conditions permitting. Available on in stock models. Excluding Holidays, store pick-ups and Thursdays. Delivery fees apply.
H H Subject to credit approval by GE Money Bank. Applies to purchases made on Sleepy’s consumer credit card account. No finance charges will be assessed
NO DGPOSIt No IntereSt Untll 2012 omotional pﬁrpchase amountuntﬁ/ 01-01 5812 ”pFr)omo eriod”). Min. m(?nthly payments are required during promo period in addition to any
p

other required mi

;
ayment. Available with min. purchase of $2999. 24 mos. avail. with min. purchase of $1§ 99. 12 mos. avail. with min. purchase of $999. 6 mos. ava|I with mln purchase of $399. No flnance charges wi wsil accrue on promotional purchase

amt. if you pay this amt. in full by due date as shown on 01-01-2012 /24th/12th/6th billing statement. If not, finance charges will accrue on promotional Purchase amt. from purchase date. If min. month

payment is not paid when due, all special promotional terms may be terminated. As of 03/01/09, variable APRs: 22:98% & on all accounts in de

ault 29.99%. Mm?mum Finance charge $2. 00y Fl'ee I.ayaway

The Most Trusted Name in Mattresses® ® Over 50 Years ¢ 700 Locations

For the nearest location CALL 1(800) SLEEPYS sleepys.com

06907-0910

Showroom Hours: Monday thru Saturday 10am to 9pm, Sunday 11am to 7pm ©2009 SINT, LLC.
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