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FIHE WIHITE NOUSE
WARIIINGTON
Janucarv 6, 1983

I welcore the opportunity to congratulate

The Bridgeport Post on the occacion of
its l0Cth anniversarv.

h frce end responsible press ie one of
the bulwarks of our society. If American

citizenr are to participate effectively,
they wust be fully informed.

The decisiuns you make daily about what
will appear in your rewspaper are vital
to supplying information tc your readers.
Your judgement is constantly tested, not
cnly in the selection of local, national
and irternational rews, but in the range
of opinions ycu present. Indeea, yours
ie a heavy respcnsibility which makes a
valuable contribution to your comrunity
and to our nation.

My best wishes for continued success in

publication.
(Rometat (B gyon

Publisher’s message

One hundred years ago today, & man driven by his own detérmination to defend
the interests of Bridgeport's growing working class printed the first edition of The
Daily Post. Publisher and Proprietor George Washington Hills introduced the only
nm-nullltd.lclh in Comnecticut so that “no family need be withoul their daily news-

We are thie tradition born (hat day. The Post grew to be the favored
newspaper of not only the working class, but eventually all quarters of the city and
the surrcunding towns. With that universal support as our heritage, we enter 4 sec-
ond century committed (o defending the interests of all the peopde of southwestern
Connecticul.

Today and tomormoe we our readers with this t Centen-
nial Edithon. It is a kook at the people and events that have lelt T impres-
sion on the Greater Bridgeport area over the past 100 years, In today's issue, the
challenges of our newspaper, of industrialization, war, leaders, and dealing with
crimes and disasters are sddressed. In tomorrow’s issue, our area’s ethnic heritage,
growth, leisure activities, sports, and the arts will be covered.

mu?cummm“mmw-mmmww
or editor, Many of the photographs, including the old ones, were oar
pholographers,

These people, as well as all the reporters, editors, ad salesmen,
circulation personnel, graphic artists, and butiness peraoane] of the past
century, are greatly responsible for the position we hold today as southwestern Con-
necticut's . But you, cur readers and advertisers, are equally re-
sponsibile. It is for you that we present this look back.

The Post is prowd (o have served you for the past . We pledge
to confime 10 seree our readers and advertisers to the best of our ability, to print

the mews fairly, and to keep our readers informed and intelligent on issues of the
COfmmunity.

JOHM E. FFRIEM

President and Pablisher
Post Publishing Company

The cower: Chockwese kom top, a Post pressman in 1958, The obd Post Buldng on
Cannon Sireal, arcund 1910, Post bundiers and stesectypers i 1816 Top ghalo
and botiom nght pholo from Post files, photos at lelt courlesy of Bridgepon Pubhc Li-
prary. Certennsal kogo designed by Tony Klane ol Brdgepor. Thands: Our most sin-
Coergd (s, are excbenced 10 he IoBdsand 1o [ extraondandny SSstancs i oMl
ing s edibon: Dinad Palmiques!, curabor of e Public Litwary Hestoncal
Cobectons. and s, statl at e Pehop Room, Bumoughs Baikding: Edmund Bond of
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THE POST

in 1885, The Evening Post occupied the new Winton Building (left),
which still stands, at 216-218 Middle Street. The 1928 photo at right

shows the newly constructed 410 State Street building, which the Post

Mhl:lnu Company still occuples,

The working class is given a voice

By HERBERT F. EEI.LE'E

rlg the -Wld mormning of
Feb. 7, 1843, a 1.year-old
man walked from his
home on Bridgeport's
East Main Siresl 10 a
small wooden bullding across the road.
He unlocked the front door, lit & fire in
the stove, and began 1o set [ype by hand,
The Bridgeport Post was born.

The man was George Washinglon
Hills. Heé had operated a printing shop at
HH East Main Street for a year and was
now réady (0 launch kis dréam - a news-
paper b woubd call The Daily Post. [t
woilld be the oaly one-cent daily in the
city, inexpensive enough for any family
1o afford in a city growing more and
miare working class oriented.

It began as a mewspaper for East
Bridgeport, the part of wown now called
the East Side. The area was home o
many laciories, including the huge
Wheeler and Wilson sewing machine
plant where Hills had worked; and
multi-family wooden houses buailt o
accommodate the growi lation of
workers in the autumn"nsi mmn's
Yankes arislocracy éra

Bridgeport's pupullt:nn of nearly
30,000 supported four daily newspapers
and a number of weeklies before The
Post was borm. The mist prominenl were
The Standard and The Farmer, both
gober, contervative supporters of the
city's business and Yankee aristocracy.
There were also The Leader and The
Morning News, but neither was destined
for a lomg life in Bridgepori's news.

rdom

Hills' newspaper was going io be dif-
ferent. [t would be independent in poli-
tics amd would “defend the interesis of
the workingman against the inferests of

ists and capitalisis, and its opin-
ions will be fearlessly given.” Hills
wrote in the premiere edition.

The young man going oul to light the
city"s newspaper establishment had litthe

p him his own skills and
defermination. He had less than $100 in
capital, (some biographers say it was
$6) and an old footpowersd Universal
rlmuplhleul printing I&Hﬁpﬁ.d‘l

four column newspaper. He
L E I:hepr'ml:tr editor, reporter, adver.
mlaﬂ-}l:nunmﬂnn:uhtm m-lmgtr
of that first isswe, .

0T Ol o

He did hawe one helper that day. He
was Charles R. Clarkson, a Z2-.year-old
woodworker, who worked all day helping
Hills get the newspaper oul. In the
evening Clarksen went over 0 Washing-
ton Park Methodist Episcopal Chuarch,
and after a long, hard day at the shop, he
got married.

The new newspaper won a hearty wel.
come al the €ast Bridgeport factorics
where Hills had made many friends
while conducting & job printing business

Monetheless, the first few months
were loagh, Hills worked 20 hours a day,
barely bringing home enough money to
keep the newspaper alive. He realized be
peeded help and hired his first editor,
Vincen! Dawson, who was (o be suc.
ceeded by Lowis C. Primdle, a former
city editor of The Standard Frank W.
Bolande, who later became managing
cditor and publisher, was another early
employee

After its imitial hard times. Hills
newspaper quickly picked up circulation
and advertising. By 1586 it was described
in Drcull’s History of Bridpeport as “'a
handsomely printed daily, exactly the
samé sipe a5 the New York Sun.”

Hills* brother Henry poined the paper
as a 3 percenl partner in 1885, and the
paper became known as The Evening
Past, That same year the newspaper
gained encugh support to make its big
move from East Bﬂ:flﬂl'l o down-
iown. In Seplember that year The
Post began publishing at a lour-story
brick building a1 216-218 Middle Street,
which is still standing.

By the end of the decade, The Post
had become one of the major news-
papers of Bridgeport, and every evening
sold a3 many papers as the combined
circulation of The Standard and The
Farmer. [T ¢lairmed 40,000 readers in 1550
and had & special edition printed for Nor-
walk at 3 pom. each day. The Post was
delivered by carriers in Bridgeport,
Swratford, Millord, Long Hill, Sandy
Hook, Mewtown, Mew Milford, Fairfield,
Seuthpori, Saugatuck, Westport, South
Norwalk and Morwalk.

Im 1561, Hills founded The Post Pub-
lishing Company and began consiruction
of & new bullding at 48 Cannon Street to
ez all the ion facilities of the
P T four-story Brownstone

hilumwtﬂiﬂm“m-

with a distinctive cupola with a sign that
sakd “Evwening Post™ on it

Two pew presses and & (ypesetling
machine were installed in the new baild-
ing Seven linolype machines were in
stalled in the printing department in the
1800, and by the turm of the century the
pewspaper was being printed with hot
lead type in essentially the same way il
wiould be wntil 1977,

Hills believed strongly in using the
mosl modern methods o0 produce his
newspaper. Long distance telephones
were installed and state, national and
international news were received by
lelegraph. The Post newspapers became
metmibers of the Associated Press in the
1550,

During the middie 1880, Hills looked
for new worlds o conguer. He estab
lished amother newspaper, which he
callsd The Bridgeport Moming Tele
gram, to compete with the Morning
Unicn, the city's only moming news.

r.

The Telegram was more heavily ori-
ented towards national and intermational
news than the Post, which focused on
local news. [t printed many special edi-
tions and even wsed color on s froat
page before the turn of the century,

In 1801, the Post Publishing

The Momning Union and me
mh The Ttl.uurlm. creating The
Morning Telegram and Unlon.

In 1906, after long iations, Hills
sold his interests in the Publishing
Company 0 Bolande and Blakeslee, re-
talning control of The Telegram, which
he conmtinued to pubdish throwgh the

MNews
"ﬂ'ﬂfm mmwp-m of the Post
Publishing Company and conlineed as
managing editor, Blakeshes, who started
as a in the early days, was

ral manager. William H. Com
msepun attorney amd former | ]
was vice president; and Lewi 5. Cobb,
who operated one of the largest and miost
prosperous newspaper routes in Bridge-
port, was secrelary.

In 1513, The Sunday Post
was launched. The [irst edition was
printed May 2, 1913, with Managing
Editor Bolande as its editor and Cloe Ar-
modd as women's editor.

Tnat same year, George W, Hills left
the pewspaper field, selling his interest
in The Telegram to Kenneth and Archi-
hakd Mehiel.

||-|.'l.-..ll1.i|.-l'll'l-.

Hiils" mission had * been” ©

|-|.-|ljl.lllall

accomplished: Bridgeport had the work.
ing class newspapers b had worked so
hard o murture.

When World War | erupted, greal
change came to Brid ri. [is lnclories
hummed in the manufacture of arms,
mumitions, and other materials of war
from ihe stari of the conflict in August,
1914. The Standard, The Post’s chiel
rival at the time, made an heroic effort
toi ke up with the changing habits of its
readers bul struggbed nonetheless, In
need of new life, (t was purchased by
Walter B, Lashar, president of American
Chain and Cable Company {now ACCO).

Soos, Lashar acquired a controlling
interest in the Post Publishing Company,
and for a time operated boih the
Standard-American, as that paper b
came known, and the Post newspapers,
In 1918 hé completed the transaction by
officially purchasing The Post, The Tele-

ram, and The Sunday Post. The
El.nm.ird-,hrum:n finally ended its
existemce by merging with the Post
mewspapers, and C. Waldo Ir.,
managing editor of the Standard-Ameri-
can, became editor in chiel of the three
Post newspapers.
That same year Hills died at age 58
An era had ended, as two years earlier
Frank Bolande had died,

The new publisher, Lashar, appar-
ently disliked the life of a newspaper
mogul, as he offered the three news-
papers for sale only months after be pur-
chased them. His offer was accepted by
Edward Flicker of Cincinnati, Dhio, whe
had been general manager of The Cine
cinmati Enquirer. He had also been with
The Cincinnatti Commercial Tribune
and The Washingion Post.

One of the first moves of 1he new
cwmir in 1919 was to sell the Post Build-
img at 48 Cannon Strest and move inlo 4
new building at 140 Middie Street, now
the site of the city’s main post office.

Flicker and Waldo became
friends, and Waldo continued as editor-
in-chiel of the three papers. For the next
20 years Walde alone hardled the task of
producing the sditorial pages,

Under Waldo's guidance, the news.
papers continued to expand their news
coverage, eventually dominating the en-
tire daily newspaper lield in the Bridge-
port ared,

In 1538, Flicker decided that the P

‘meeded a new: building ‘where ali-depart-

PR di e L FeE ST e



miénts of the newspapers could be
housed. A four-story brick and stesl
building was constrected at 410 Stane
Streel. 11 remaing the main alfice of the
Post Publishing Company today.

The S0th aniversary of the Posi was
observed on Feb. 7, 1933 during the
hedght of the Great Depression, but there
was litthe fanfare becauwse of the bleak
econpmic conditions. Hall a page was de-
voled (o & reprint of the first newspaper
and 1o a story about Hills" original
hn!'lpltl'. Charles R. Clarkson, who was
celebrating his golden wedding anniver-
sary with his wifle,

Publisher Flicker died at his home in
Black Rock in 1939, and was succeeded
by Waldo as president of the company,

World War [l expboded and again
global conflict had Bridgeport booming
as an “arsenal of democracy.” The Post
newspapers soon had many employess in
the armed forces. Many saw combat,
and some were wounded in acthon.

In the 1950s and 1960s,
highway construction
and wurban renewal
eliminated large hous-
ing and commercial
areas, changing the face
of the city. Through all
this the Post Publishing
Company remained in
downtown Bridgeport.

—

. Im I3, Andrew H. Lyon, who started
with The Post in 1814 a3 a city hall re
porter, sucoeeded Charles J. MoGill as
managing editor, McoGill had succesded
Louis J. Reilly as managing editor when
Beilly died in 1538, MoGill later became
associate editor under Waldo,

Lyon gubded the course of the Post

nrlﬁ-l rs for 18 years wntil his death
in 1961 was succended by Leonard E.
Goilbery, the city editor, who had been as.
sociated with The Post simce his high
school days as a Junior Post reporier i
1931, Gilbert held the position wundil 1981,
when he was assigned [0 form & promo
tions depariment for (he company
Charles A. Beits, the currend managing
editor, succesded Gilbert, who retired in
1582,

The newspaper began (0 broaden its
suburban coverage in the years follow.
ing the war in order (o serve the many
former residenis of Bridgeport who
mdrved to the growing towns of Fairficld,
Stratford, Trombull, Moaroe, Shelion,
Easton and Millord. The towns had been
coversd since Hills' day, bult mow the
oOvErage became &ven more inbense.
Mews burcaus were soon established in
the larger towns.

Waldo died in 1956 at age 68. He was
succeeded as president of the company

-
—————
“-‘-

- il

The mathod of printing
in locked vices in 1916 (left) just as a new genaration did in 1858, Photo at
Cannon Street building, is courtesy of the Bridgeport Public Library.
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George Washington Hillz, the
founder of The Bridgeport Posi, was a
min of the people.

“He thought the same (houghts they

did, saw things through their eyes, and
felt the same feelings they did," a Post
editorial said on his death in 1918,

And the amazing thing is be started
the newspaper at age I with less than
$100 to his name,

Hills was born in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
on Feb, 20, 18680, and as a boy sold
copies of the Brooklyn Eagle on he
streets there unti] bis family moved Lo
Bridgeport when he was 10

He began a business printing cards
when he was still in school, and it grew
to an extent that be had agents taking
orders for him in many East Side
factories.

But bo support his widowed mother,
Hills had to take & higher paying job at
the Howe Sewing Machine Company,
and later Wheeler and Wilson Sewing
Maching Company. The Crescent Awve-
nue factory, the largest in the city, em-
ployed 2,100 at the time.

Even sa, Hills was abde 1o continue
his card-printing enterprise. He would
work 10 hours at Wheeler and Wilson
and run home (0 gobble down a meal
s b could to his press. He woild
labor there far into the night, with his
neighbors often complaining of ihe
“thump, thump, thump of the oot
worked machine,

He left Whesler and Wilson in 1881
to devale his whole attention o his ex-
panding printing business. He rented a
small, irame buikding at 34 East Main
Street, across the street from his
home, and sel up shop.

. W.HILLS

At about this tme, some East
Bridgeport merchants, feeling ne.
glected by the city's newspaper estab-
lishment, began speaking of the need
for one that met their needs in slories
and advertising. Hills thought about it,
and after a little more than a year as a
full-time job printer, he started his
paper. On Wednesday evening, Feb. 7,
1683, the first isswe of The Daily Post
ralled off the press

Hills was jack-pf-all-trades on his
newipaper, which debuted as ““i(he
only one-0enl daily in Conmecticut,™
the low price being the key Lo reaching
the city's growing blue collar popula.

A newspaper born of one man’s toil

tion. He sometimes worked as many as
2 hours a day during the early
nual}u. His efforts were nol rewarded
af first, although the newspa wWas
well-received by the factory :E-;rtrrs
of the East Side.

“Hills often went home on & Satur-
day might without a cent (o pay him for
his tremendous labors,” & biographer
wrole

Physical and financial assistamce
came when his brother, . Jained
the paper. That made the difference.
so0f the Daily Post oulgrew ils
strictly East Bridgeport orientation
and expanded to serve the eniire city
andd putlying comm it ies

And 0 the Post continusd 10 grow
Through Hills' ability to recognize
ﬂn:lled!arui tabented p-eu:le.m:l his truse
th Century sense of progress through
machinery, be established his news-
paper as a professional, modern opera-
tion. He steadily enlarged it — amd
later, The Telegram — distributing it
throughout Fairflield County and into
Litchibeld and Mew Haven countjes.

Hills died on March 38, 1518 and 15
buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Boston
Avenue, next to his wife. On his death,
The Bridgeport Post paid tribute (o its
founder in an editorial that included
ithis passage:

“The principles of learlessness in
the public cause, of independence of
action, of determination (0 serve Che
people will ever be the watchword of
the company's newspaper, which af it-
seif = the greatest momumeni to Mr,
Hills

—HERBERT F. GELLER

by Edward Flicker's som, Walter Ray.
meond Flicker.

Under Flicker's direciion the
company progressed through a series of
ﬂmlﬂ Mew predses were installed
in .

The City of Bridgeport alse wend
through great change in the late 1950
with the construction of the Conmsecticw
Turnpike. Along with ihe Roule 258 con-
struction in the 80°s, it eliminated large
housing and commercial arcas, chang-
ing the lace ol the city. Many buildings
were rared im the massive urban

renewal propect, and new ones were
buill. Many more residents moved 1o the
suburbs,

wenl unchanged for decades.

..;'

Through all this the Post Publishing
Company remained in downiown Bridge-
port. It expanded its headquarters in
1968 by crecting a iwo-sfory, modernistic
addition. A one-story printing plant was
built an 800 State Street in 1570 and new
high-speed presses were nstalled

Ray Flicker disd in 1571 at the age of
T3, He was succended by the preseni pub
lisher, John E. Plriem, who assumed the
office of president, treasurer, and
peneral manager of the Post Publishing
Company. He is the son of the late Alma
Flicker Piriem, who had served as
secrelary and assistant treasurer of the
cOmpany

In 1977, the newspapers went through

placed lines of metal type
Illl.ﬂhhuuut-n:tmm;l

B
]

omplete change in production meth-
and & FARCE.

The old method utilized lead type set
by hand and later by Linolype ma-
, and required casting mats from
metal. The change to the photo offse
process brought extensive use of com-
puters into the newspaper, Stories are
written and edited on video display
terminals and are printed by

computer
onto photngraphic paper. This printed

-

i

4]

learned to operate compater equlpment ;
lead-type compositors learned [0 use
Imife and wax paste o make up pages;
and hot-type printers were retrained on
mew, sophisticibed presies

The company confinued (o expand ils
facilitics at the beginning of the 1980 by
building a warchouse at 585 John Street.

On March 15, 1980, the company
launched its fourth newspaper, called
SATURDAY. It replaced the Saturday
editions of The Telegram and The
Bridgeport Post with an emphasis on
lfestyles, weskend enterfainment, ex.

And 30 the Bridgeport Post enters its
second century, (1 has stood the test of
time by changing (o meet the needs of a

ing community. [t remaing oom-
mitted to informing and serving south-
western Commecticut for many  more
years Lo com:
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‘Pogo of COI‘I‘IICS had roots at Post

Among the many taleoted people who
have worked af The Bridgeport Post,
the most well known was cartoo-
it Kelly, ecreator of the comic
strip, “Poge.”
By BRIAN MURFHY
1 is ble to find anyons
with a word (0 say about

Walt Kelly, creator of ' Pogo.”

Kelly was beloved among the

people of the comic strip warld.
The stories of Kelly standing old friends
to dinner and drinks, of his hospitality,
his generogity and his sparkling good
ﬂu are a part of the Polklore al the
t ]

Kelly was a transplant ; borm in Phila-
delphia, he moved to Bri wilth his
family and atteaded Harding High
School. There he cartooned for schiol
publications and, in his spare time, con-
tribubed 1o The Brid rt Post.

“Walt was one of those bovs," wrote
Theit :I:lﬂlﬂ I:;'&Tunt B 1841, * who juast
naturally argund a newspaper of-
fice from his high school days here,
when he wrote the high schood notes, ‘I
think,” he said, ‘that the school page and
the juvenile page of a dally newspaper
are one of the greatest incentives to bed-
ding talent. | shall always remember
ithai | got my first inspiration from i

After Kelly finished high school, he
gravitated Lo The Post, where he went to
work fulldime covering wellars, smer-
BERCY rodm nows m"ﬁn police beat as
a general assignment reporter. As he
ground out his stories, he continued (o
work on his carooning and eventually
managed to interest the management in
his work.

After leaving the paper, Kelly served
for m briel time i the Depariment of S0
cial Wellare, In the meantime he contin-
ued his carooning, sending his samples
1o, among other places, the Walt Disney
Studios in Hollywood. Dne day he re
ceived the summons 1o drop everything
and see Disney himsell. Kelly wasted no
lime,

The Disney studio ook him in hand,
reteaching him art from the ground up.
Eelly's angular style was smoothed oul;
hard thin lines were replaced by soft,
full strokes of pen and brush.

Kelly was ready for the animation
teamr when production began on Disney's
first big caroon feature, “'Snow White
and the Seven Dwarves." Acquilting

himsell well on that project, he was
given important ibilities in the
subsequent animation af *“The Relwctant

" “Pinocchio,” and **Fanta-

sia,” in which the pastoral scenss with
the humanoid (awns are largely his.

It was in the same period that Kelly
Began his excursion into combe book art,
anel the seeds of an idea that was later (o
Hmn“;a- ‘Pogo” were HIJ!-IIM He
Eveniua Vi worki or [H
and mt:mndﬁal l.:pHew ¥ n‘,_gt by ‘w:n;;:
comic books and to draw political car-
toons for the New York Siar. It was
while he was at The Star that he began
the comic strip.

There had been comic strips about
animals before, but nothing quite like
Pogo. The art was a mixture of the con-
temporary and the smooth roumdness af
the Disney style. The characters and the
dinlogue were the main attraction,

Kelly was a fam of wordplay, and he
indulged himsell to the fullest, creating
a special southern dialect for his cast of
swampland characters. He peppered
their dialogue with puns, rhiymes, mala.
props and olher devices 1o keep things
lively and fun.

From time (0 time Pogo the Possum
and one or more of the “Pogo™ cast
would in & philospical conversa-
[hom, such a5 follows:

Pogo: How can you stand (hére an'
clairm taxes should be done away with?
I_mftl;l:l'thb' {Feclining) Who's standin'?

Pogo: Probably true. . .

Churchy: There's better things to

our money on than taxes. . . All
them billions for WHAT?

g AT Do T “-:Mr
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was managing editor of The Post and The Telegram from 1961 to 1981 and was a reporter when Kelly worked

at The Post,

Pogo: For defense, for tribute, for
flyin' to ihe moon. . . for guns. . . for bul-

ter. ., lor better poverty. .
Churchy: Far HUTTFR' How
STUPIDY

Pogo: What d°you wanna do? Spend
mvire on GLUNS?

Churchy: NO. But dyou got any dea
what four billion dollars worth of chonk-
kit ice cream woukd do to spruce up this
country?

For all his nationwide fame, Kelly never
forgot his friends, or his adopted homee-
own. He would often breeze back info

] for a visit, round up & few old
friends and bring them over to the Ocean
Sea Grill for food and drink — all on
Kelly, of course, who breathed fire if
somecne tried to snatch away the tab,

Brideport was memorialized in his
strip from time b0 time via his {avorite
blllboard, Pogo's flatboai, The boat
would be depicted bearing the name 5.5,
Bridgeport or the mame of an ald local
friend. The boat also bore the names of
cithes where the sirip ran.

There are echies of Bridgeport in
Howland Owl’s first name and, most of
all, im the character of P.T. Bridgeport,
the bear who has a more than passing
resemblance to P.T. Barnum. Kelly
never forgol where he came from, He
never resented it either,

Ope of the strengths of ' Pogo™ was
its well-defined characterizations. Take

Howland Owl, feathered philosopher.
Just how wise this of' owl was can be
soeen in this with Alberi the
Alligator after a night of overindul-
gEnCE:

Albert: 000G . . . I 1 felt any better
I"d be Dead!

Howland (after a pause): Well, death is
something you leam to live with, , "

Pogo himsell was a mediator and a
maderator. He was always capable of
saying something profound in a single
sentencd;

Mouse: P.T. wani his candidates 1o

write a book. . .to impress the egg-
Pogo: They stil votin'?
Mouse: Whoe kmows? He wants to call
this here book *“The Feasibility of Eco-
nomic [Mscretion.™ As am ol" advance
publicity man, | says the word ‘PEACE'
1% shortert™

Pogo: Peace i3 always shorter.

The most memorable Pogo epigram was
al the end of the strip on Earth Day in
April, 1971, as Porky Porcupine and
Pago tiptoed 1 a litter-strewn
SWATTI[:

Porky: Ah, Pogo, the beauty of the lorest
primisval gets me in the heart

e

L
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Cartoonist Walt Kelly digs mruughunml|M|mHmuiﬁ|nd
Pogo looks on, Pholo from Post files.

Pogo (walking on debris): 11 gets me in
thi Feet, Porkypime.

Porky: 1t IS hard walkin® on this staff
Poga: Yep. Son, we have met the enemy
and he is us."

Kelly's high standards as an ariisi
and a writer of dialogue esamed him
fame, bul his poditical courage in taking
on such formidable quarries as Sen. Jo-
seph McCarthy and Vice President Spiro
Agnew won him respect for his courage.

Kelly's anack was more direct than
fellow cartoonist Al Capp's, who gave
stock character Sen, Jack 5. Phogbound
many of McCarthy's lines 10 mouth in
“L'il Abmer." Kelly painted Mc{anhy' ]
face onto the head of a bullyi ﬁ;
ing bobcal named Simple 1. IlThe-f
The protest from some editors this
generated prompied Kelly to a master.
stroke. He accesded 1o the editors’ re-
quest to remove McoCarthy's face (rom
the strip by having the character pull a
Hu Khux Elan-style hood over his head.

More telling was the series of Blasts
leveled a1 Spiro T, Agnew, whom Kelly
portrayed as a jackal wearing the comic-
opera uniform Mixon designed for the
White House guards. The Agnew charac-
ter was a sellappoinied dictaior who
hpcked up eve in sight uniil ke was
the only one |t'i

Other prominent figures o make ap
pearances in the Kelly strips were Mikita
Khrusheheyv, Fidel Castro, Lyndon John-
son, and Richard Mixon, not all of them
subject 1o the sameé treatment, o be
sure. The best time for celebrity spotting
in the strip was during presidential cam-
paigns. O could expect to see a variety
of the contenders lampooned in *Pogo’
during the political season. Kelly's cam.-
paign sendups were a much koked.for
part of the continuity of the strip.

Kedly, like Al Capp, was a master af
promotion. He managed to get ks pic-
ture of that of his comical cast into the
papers frequently, but 5o one can match
the wonderful promotion of the 1552 and
135 “Pogo for President” campaigns, .
As college kids organized I Go P'ngu
ullhu nrherpmpleh‘uma.pnn Pogo

Ir| 1968 there was talk of another carmn-
paign — and Kelly had the perfect slogan
for that chaotic year: “In 1968 it is wise
to run — and mayhs scream a little."

Kelly began to turn the work of the
strip over to assistants as he ill
during the last two years of his life, But
just before the end, there was a brililant,
final glow of creativity. It was not only
the timé of his best political work (the
Agnew conlinaity), but the time of his
best artwork. More and more, he would
create (wo panel strips, giving him the
room o flex his muscles and whal
et comuld really do. The backgrounds and
the perspectives were drawn with Iyrical
grace and creativity, Pogo's world be-
came lush and wistlal, as I Kelly sensed
the approaching end and wanted (o make
a lasi t statement in his dia
and in his art. The 1970-TI panels are a
tour de forceof Kelly's skill.

In 197, alter a long illness, Kelly
dicd. “Pogo™ was discontinued in 1575,
bist the memory of the Possum Philoso.
pher from Okeelenokées — and the boy
artist from Bridgeport'— lives on.



By BRIAN MURPHY

arry, don't cul any more

paper.” With those words,

the career of Al Capp, one

of Ameérica’s grealest

humorists, came to a sad,

ic end. Al Capp was bom Al-

lrrd G aplin in New Haven and was

raised in ri. Ellioit Caplin, his

brother, says” Capp spenl much ol his

time a5 a young man hitching rides near

ihe lamily home on Washingion Place off

Park Avenue. One of those rides changed
Capp’s lile.

He and a friend had walked around
the cormer one day 1o gel cigareiles.
They decided 1o hitch o ride because
Capp, who had logi 3 leg in a (rolley acci-
dent years before, liked to ride whenever
et ol

The driver of the car that finally siop-

for them said he was in their
Efdreﬂ ion, and for about Elfmnfes miore.
Capp and his lriend had a lew dollars in
their pockets, were feeling adventure.
some, and decided 10 go 1o the end of the
lime. When the ride was over, they were
in Memphis, Tenn. On the way, Capp had
seen some of the hill folk of rural Ken-
tucky and Tennesses

His vivid impressions of their insular
lives became the hasis lof & combe sirip,
and "“hall from remembrance, hall from
imagination, be conceived the hillbilly
character of LIl Abmer,” reporied the
The Sunday Post of Mow. 11, 1943

Having attended Harding and Kos.
suth high schools — and allegedly NMunk-
ing geomeiry nine times — Capp went on
to receive formal art training and then
to attempl his own comic strip, **Mr. Gil-
feather.”

But the Gilfeather sirip was nol a
roaring swccess, and Capp accepled a

ered by Hamilton “Ham' Fisher,
the creator of “Joe Palooka.” Cipp was
to b the art assistant; he was to share
in the glory ol “Palooka” and become
wealthy, or so Fisher promised. What
happened was that Fisher gave Capp
miost of the work 10 do, including some of
the writing and character creation, and,
in cartoonist Mort Walker's words,
Fisher ““iook all the bows."

While he was slaving on
Palooka,” Ca

“-IIR
developed a storyline
with a hillkil mily led by a character
named **Big ithcus." Sensing that he
was on to & good thing, Capp lelt Fisher,
devioped a strip arcund a hillbilly Tamily
called the Yokuma, and LM Abser'”
was off and running.

The artwork of the strip was always
first quality, causing people to ask who
the characters were modeled on. Elliotr
Caplin says that Abner was in fact a self-
portrait of Capp as a young man, at least
from the neck up . . . Dalsy Mae? Caplin
says that she was modebed alter no one
specifically: “Daksy Mae was jusi every.
body's bdea of a lescious dream girl."

And what of the oiher smouldering
sexpol of the strip, the sensual Mobh-
beam McSwine? Caplin's surprising an-
swer 18 that she “resembled Al's wile,
Katherine Wingate Cameron,” whom he
describes as a very relined, very distin

iuhed Bostonian light years away from

chwing in personality, nod 1o mention
bachground.

Abner hasn'l graced the comic pages
since 1975, but Capp, ihrough the
Yokums of Dogpatch, is still credited
with having created a whole new lolk-
bore.

Central 1o the legend was the chase of
L'il Abner Yokum by eligible batchelo-
refte Daisy Mae. Every Sadie Hawkins
Day (in memory of Sadic Hawkins, who
was given the opporlufily Lo MAarry any
mian she could outrun and grab) the sin-
gbe men of Dogpatch were matched inoa
race against the single wormen, who
ranged from the groiesque o Uhe sub-
lime (as in Daisy Mac), Vietaally any
Balchelor in town wiuld have bwel Lo
have Deen Caplured by Daisy Mae, ex
ciepd the: bashlul L'l Abaer,

Ever lailing o land Aboer on Sadee, |

Hawkins Duy, mp-.y wild desode the

Al Capp in 18964, Post photo by
Mathewson

Al

rest of the year to trying to get Abner 1o
nodice hir. Abner remained perpetually
unaware of her considerable charms,
devoting himsell instead to his hobbies
of feasting on Mammy"s pork chops and
caring for his pet plg, Salome, the sole
remaining Hammus Alabammus

Pansy Yokum, Abner's mammy, was
in turn desvoled 1o her Son, providing him
with mounds of pork chops and shielding
him [rom such harmful influences &s
Evil Eye Fleegle, the Brooklynile practi-
tioner of the Whammy, DuuH! Wharnm
and dreaded Triphe mur:E
hearted Pansy could .u'nys. d-eie.ut Flee-
gle because, as she pat it, “Good will
always be stronger than evil because
pood is ndcer.”

In the eavironment af Dogpatch were
many educational sights 1o see, On an
adjaceni mountain there was the cave of
Lonesvme Polecat and Hairless Joe,
brewers of Kickapoo Joy Juice. Occm-
slonally, the potent juice would (urn
Palecat the Indian info a statue,

Then there was [he Valley of the
Shmoon, wherein dwelt the Shmoo,
Capp’s mastér creation. A sirange crea-
ture is a Shmoo. 11 gives eggs and butter,
I you glance at it with & hungry stare it
will leap with a smile inlo [he nearest
frying pan where it will cook up just like
fried chicken (all white meat). Broiled,
shmoos are like lean, temder sirloin
steaks, Shrmoos don'l eal, and require no
upkeep. They make terrific pets.

In the 15940°s, {'app created a pamd._'.'
of the "' Dick Tracy" comic :l:r'rp.
Capp titled, “Fearless Fosdick.™ It ran
as part of L'l Abmér™ a4 a uﬂp wilthin
a strip. Fosdick was Abper's “ideel™
and Abmer tried vo do as Fosdick did.

Lite was not all beer and skittbes lor
Fosdick, who worked for aboul $22.50 a
week. Criminals were always outwitting
him, bed by a crime mastermind, Sidney
the Parrot. Fosdick's lovelile revolved
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Bridgeporter Capp gave us ‘Abner’

around Prudence Pimpleton, his llances
of long standing. Sln'k.rplhln alive by
frequent feedings of steak, which he
couldn’t alford on his cop®s salary.
Abner iried to copy everything Fos-
dick did. Once, when Fosdick was wined

thd;rnlmltewhlui-ﬂuphym.'

Abner pol the Scragg boys to do
same thing 1o him, Lo ltn:!. e Fmi—
dick escaped, After II'I!' ‘real’ &x

Abner learned that Fosdick's predica-
miénd had all been a dream.

In 1944, Fosdick Mlinally married Pru-
dence Pimpleton. Abner, who had vowed
to copy Fosdick in all thimgs, followed
suit with Daisy Mae, The mext day's
comic strip revealed to Abner that Fos-
dick kad only been dreaming — again!
— and that although Fosdick was still a
bachelor, Abner was well and truly wed
1o Daisy Mae. The epic chase was over,

The news, next to D-Day, was the big-
gest story of 18944, It even made the
cover of Life magazine, The public was
shocked. Why did Capp do it?

“He was bored with the chase,” Elli-
off Caplin says, “He knew he could get
cnormous  publicity by marrying ofl
Abner, and he did! He was on the cover
of life for that. Later, e might have
thought it was o mistake . . .

L‘apg:: comic sirips deall not only
wilh gpatch topics. Abner and
company made frequent forays into the
oulside world and, from time 1o time, the
outzide world would attempt o change
Dogpatch. Inevitably, political themes
and personalities would work their way
imto the nnp

Less lamous than fellow cartoomis)
Walt Kelly*s “Pogo’” attacks on Sen. Jo
seph MoCanhy in the 1580s, Capp no-
netheless had his say. Unlike Kelly, wha
drew a MeoCarhy look-alike for Pogo,
Capp turned siock character Sen. Jack
s F'Iinlﬂmd ("There's no Jack 5. like
our Jack 5.77) into a McCan ,
wiith devastating results. W pamdy

Capp's satires came to appeal to the
liberal anti-fascism of the 40°s and 50's.
Thesy also neatly skewered popular lads
and calture,

Omce or twice, Capp's satires landed
him in difficulties; as Caplin recalls,
they could be “polsonous. One such
sendup was “Gone Wil® The Wind,” a
satire which did nothing 10 please **Gone
With The Wind" author Margaret Mitch-
ell. Under threat of a lawsuail, Capp
offered 1o apalogize, Caplin says that ithe

was isell a masterful
m of Miichell's writing style
They Bet the suil drop rather than have
fapE publish so desiructive an “‘apal-
Oy

Capp made viast amounts of money on
his comic strip and through business
deals in which *Abser™ ted the
funds. There were limes of trouble, how-
ever, One such period was when Capp's
odd boss, Ham Fisher, tried (o have Capp
prosecuted for obscendty.

Cartoonis! Mort Walker, in his hook
“Backstage AL The Comics,” tells how
Figher rent ly red redone dia-

4

prepa
logue balloons and ligures clipped from
Abner strips, rearranged them o bewd

“Li'l Abner” creator Al Capp dréw this cartoon np-w.i-uly tor The Sun-

day Post in 1939.

ESH T Bt maoTt o

o no ano3' apad

positions, and then phologra
as evidente for the pu-mu:umn The Hﬂt
York State attormey gencral wasn't con-
vinCed. Mo action was taken against
Capp, but Fisher was expelled lrom the
Matianal Cartoonisis Saciety. Soon after,
Fisher commitied suicile

The late 1660s and early 19708 were a
time when Capp oSt the love of his
liberal following. Always secing himsell
as an enemy of tolalitarianism, fraud,
and dema ¥ — [rom whatever
UATTER = turmed hig Eights on the
youthiul radicals of the Vietnam era.
Whether it was Mazis burning books in
the streets or radicals burning college 1i-
braries, it was all the same 1o Capp. He
burlesqued the radicals in a heavy-
handed way, portraying them as mem-
bers of & group called SWINE (Siudents
Wildly Indignant About Mearly Every.
thing). His satires of weak-kneed college
administrators giving in meekly o the
barbarian hordes did nothing 1o endear
hln;:m lhrrn:l!idrmw establishment.

a nd the controve table
on thl:wmllngt lecture :ur:ﬁm lec-
tures furnéd into shouting matehes, with
the students snarling a1 Capp and Capp
destroying them with ks witty epi
Erams

Leonmrd Stare, curren
“Annie"” and a Capp fan, recalled ong
telling quip: ““You koow what makes me
sick aboal you kids
about work you v
you never fough! ™
ol “The Hear

creator of

1%, Wikl BIAj fiEgs
ey lJl.II'lI_' ir willrs
Stan Drake, ¢reator
I Juliet Jomes. recalls
Eu.pp telling hostile college crowd
“Why should | &t you ran my country
when | wouldn L] I.T.arr"!f my Jug-
gage?”’

The unfunay thing was that Capp re-
tained his sense of humor about the con.
tinuing confrontation while the students
showed pone. Their bitterness remained
long afier Capp st Eouring

It hurt kit feelings that he couldn't
keep these kids (as an audience for
“Abner'")."” sccording to Drake. “There
was no rapprochement [0 stayed bitter
. . but e never complained.

Instead, the lile seemed to go out of
the strip as mdre and more it was drawn
by assistants, Capp’s health had declined
sharply in the 1970s. He contracted em.
physema, and walking on his wooden leg
remainsd painful and difficult. Getting
"Ll Abner™ done had ceased 1o be fun;
now il was a chore,

Drrake was shuttling between Wesi-
port and Boston helping Capp with the
strip in 1573, He was there when Capp
was reeling from a big shock: the Mew
York Daily Mews had dropped ** Abner, "

“He just sat in his studio one day,"”
Drake recalls, “He turned to his assist.
ani, who was Culling paper into sirips,

and sasd, ‘Larry, don't cul amy more
paper.” *
Said Caplin: "*He thought he had

created @ great entertainment. He knew
P had done a superb job." Nowvelist John
Steinbeck once sadd, “He shiouild be given
a Mobel Prize,"”

For those who didn't live through ihe
time, it is hard 1o imagmnme how much
adulmtion Capp received. For a long
wirelch of his career, he wast 2 darling of
liberals and intellecisals. He lost them
anedd b Bosst the kids

Bul the Capp cartooms, viewed wilh.
oaill laking politics inio conssderaiion, are
greal examples of American humor at
its Nimest, The great mass of his readers
wenen | concernad with Capp's opimion of
Joir MeCarthy or Teddy Kennedy. They
worresd how 1he Sadie Hawkines Day
roce would come o whether or
Lomc=ome Polecal wonld pevover [oosm
ki last Joy Juice boge: ond whetbher
Fansy Yokom omuld cure Abser of (he of-
Tect of an Ewil Eve Floeghe Inph-
Whammy. People Liked these things=,
forst amed foremmes, becanse Capp nunke
themn very, very lunny. Capp spend s
Il dashiomg ot =miles amd Taighier
Somwday, perhaps, a Rimder geserilion
wall rewview s work sl howsor ham sz
Uher grrcad Aumwericons Tasmorosd (hal many
b e 'H'.il.h: i
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JEWELERS KNOWN FOR QUALITY —_W
SINCE 1883 OUTLET STORE ¥¥Well
Five generations of family owner- OUTLET STUHENU r
ship at Reid & Todd are proud to _w
ce:ebrat% 100 years of continued OUTLET STORE ilr n
value and service.
outLeT store VWA NA

We salute The Post and thank our _w
faithful customers, outLeT sTore VWA ITAC

It is now our pleasure to announce OUTLET STORE lbarnaco

4 move I:l‘.:'.l:
3355 Main Street A truly authentic FACTORY
(st ﬂﬁ.ﬂ‘ﬂ.’f Green) OUTLET owned and operated

by Warnaco Inc.

Join Us For Reid & Todd's
100th Anniversary

H 130 Gregory Stresl, Bridgeport, Conn. 06602
Grand Re-Opening Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri., Sal., 9:30-5:30; Thurs. 8:30-8:00; Sun. 12-5
In Early March. Ample Free Parking

ER"V'ARNACO WARNERS w

Congratulations fo the Post Publishing Company as

The Bridgeport Post begins its second century of publication

WARNACO INC. WARNER'’S INTIMATE APPAREL

International Apparel Company In Bridgeport since 1876
Bridgeport, Connecticut
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THE E. s F. CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, Inc.

BUILDERS - CONSTRUCTION MANAGERS
505 SYLVAN AVENUE = P.O. BOX 6156 » BRIDGEPORT, CONN. 06606-0156
(203) 374-9201

Congratulates THE BRIDGEPORT POST
on its 100th Anniversary

The E&F Construction Company participated in the recent renovation
of the exterior and first floor interior of The Post Publishing main
building at 410 State Street, Bridgeport. In recent years, E&F has
constructed the Post Publishing Company Parking Garage and the
new press facility at 600 State Street.

_ Lobby and Classjfied Counter with Mergenthal-
[ er Linotype display.
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CONGRATULATIONS
POST PUBLISHING

COMPANY

100 years of dedication and

The Greater Bridgeport Board of Realtors
and

THE BRIDGEPORT POST

service to the community

- sert:ing the mmmunil:(

MITCHELL &
BAILEY, INC.

Mechanical and Sprinkler Contractors
170 Garden Street
Bridgeport, Connecticut 06605
Telephone: 335-8161

CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE BRIDGEPORT POST
ON ITS HUNDREDTH BIRTHDAY'! D o MTAH
THE PRINTED WORD — DOMTAR INC.
' THEN AND NOW

Back 100 years ago, printing a newspaper was a long and tedious
business. Only one printing, or impression, could be done at a time. The
process required the dedication, integrity and professionalism of a small
group of people who understood the importance and power of the printed
word,

Today, thanks to continued innovations such as computer typesetting and

web presses, 60,000 or more complete newspapers can be produced in a
single hour.

But some things do not change. Those traditional virtues of dedication,
integrity and professionalism still play an essential part in producing The
Bridgeport Post. High speed presses demand newsprint of the very highest
quality. Domtar® has been providing The Bridgeport Post with newsprint for
many years, and we're proud of our association with so dynamic and
distinguished a newspaper.

"Regislered Trademark /Marque deposes — Domiar bnc.
-
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INDUSTRY

A 1908 woodcut from the 25th Anniversary Edition of
The Bridgeport Post depicts Progress pointing the way to
the booming industrial city of Bridgeport. Filled with the
smoke of trains and factories, the blackenad sky was weal-
come proof of prosperity. The smoke, howaver, parts for
the shining sun, harbinger of a bright future. The sladge
hammer, gears, and compass at the bottom of the cut are
homage to the city’s laborers and craftsman.

Industry and civic leaders at the turn of the century
continually promoted the benefits of locating a factory in
Bridgeport. Almost yearly, either throught the city’s news-
papers or in independent publications, special industrial
reviews were printed. They all sang the praises of
“Bridgeport — The City of Opportunity.
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Industry thrived

and still survives

METICE wWas DeComing an

industrial giant in the
1580, and Bridgeport was

a vital gene in its growth,
As the slogan “'Made in
U5SA" was appearing more and more
an the counters of world trade, bocal
indugiries were stamping **Made in
Bridgepor™ on their goods with pride,
The city's reputation a5 & manufacturing
center of guality goods was swelling as
much as its population.

Im 1870, the Park I:‘||_:|.' was a small
town of 19,835 By 1890, the population
more than doubled to 48,868, and by 1900
thers were more than 115,000 living hers

The essential ingredients of the indus-
trial world, such as eleciricity, the tele-
phone, and the internal combustion en-
gine, were being developed, Steam
replaced waler power &5 AR energy
source. Factores grew larger and more
effiewnt,

Locally, the huge Whesler and 'Wilson
sewing machine lactory was the city's
largest plant. It employed more [han
21 people and was %o important that
one historian said Bridgeport was “an
obscure town™ until the company's
arrivil here.

Warner Brothers (mow Warnacao),
which became the world®s largest manu-
facturer of corsets, established its
factory on Lafayetie Sireet in the South
End in 188, The Bullard Company was
founded in the West End by Edward
Payson Bullard in 1881. Bridgeport
Brass, founded in 18685, developed the
light sockel in the 1880s, and Harvey
Hubbell Inc. developed the pull chain
light. The Bryant Electric Company was
also founded during this period

The Southern Mew England Tele

Company opened its office at Fair-
ield Avenue and Water Streed in 1882
The area’s other public wtilitiecs —
United Illuminating and Bridgeport Hy-
draulic, as well as the predecessor of the
Southern Connecticut Gas Company —
were well established,

The Frisbie Pie Company, which
baked pies in tins that gave their name
to the Frishes brand Mying disc of today,
was lurning out ples on Kossuth Strest,

By the furn of ihe century, factories
large and amall rombled in the produac-
Esomn of Em large and small, from nck
nuts 10 corseis to rolled steel to mund-
tions., Among the city's manulacturers
were these names from the past: Bridge-
porf Crucible, Canfield Rubber, Ealon,
Cole, and Burnham; Holmes, Edwards,
and Seton; American Graphophone,
Connecticul Web; American and British
Manufacturing, Columbia Phonagraph:
and Bridgeport Brass,

According 0 the Manafaciurers As-
soclation of Southern Connecticat,
soveral of its current members were
well established by 18R3: The Coulier-
McKentie Machine Company, Dresser

11D im Stratford, Jenkins Brothers, Rem-

ingtom Arms (Union Metallie Cartridge),
L5, Baird in Stratford, amd Cormwall-

Palterson were among the companies
which thrive even Loday,

By 1916, the largest company in
Bridgeport was Remington Arms. It
swelled to 22,000 employess in 1916,

The maker of shotguns, ammunition,
sporling arms, clay targets and military
small arms hired & new employes EVETY
M minutes from late 1915 until early
1916, history bonks tell

In May of 1920, General Electric
leased the T7.8 acre property ofl Boston
Avenue [rom Remingion Arms for
mamsfaciure of wiring devices amnd frac-
tional horsepower motors. GE bought
the lacility in June of 1922,

Manufacturers of aational recognition
atill make the Bridgeport area their
home, including Carpenter Tcr'lmqlq;rg:,-_
Sikorsky Alrcraflt, Avoo-Lycoming, Bas-
sick Division of Stewart Warner, ACCO,
Raymark, MK Labs, Handy and Har-
man, Bic Pen, Producto Machines,
Moore Tool, Bridgeport Machines Divi-
sion of Textron, and many others.

'I.'hm.:g_hmu Fairfield Cl;u.uﬂ}r, ALY
afl the nation's largest businesses have
setiled their corporate headgquarters.
General Electric, General Telephone
and Electronbcs, Stauffer Chemical,
Pitney-Bowes, Perkin Elmer,
Chescbrough-Ponds, Champion Interm-
tional, Xerox, Union Carblde all make
their hofmes i (e BEedrom communitics
of the county.

Al the early part of the century,
major retailers included Meigs &
Company, Smith, Murray Company, anmd
Mos=s & Krelger. But the real leaders in
the Tield still serve the area today: D.M.
Read's, Howland, Skydel's, Mothnagle's
furniture store, Clark's furniture store,
and Breiner's. Even smaller businesses,
such as Reid & Todd Jewelers, have
withsiond the tests of & century.

While banks with names like Bridge-
port Matbonal, First National, and James
Staples have come and gone, People's,
Connecticut Matiomal, Citytrust, City
Savings (now BancOne) continue as
i o réegional operations

In & special edition of The Bridgeport
Evening Post March 10, 1905, the indus-
trial leaders of the city collectively
wnMe about the greal benelits of 1huung
business in “the metropolis of Western
Connecticud."* They hailed the desireable
qualities of the city's people, the skills of
her workers, They predicited the city
would become oné of the leading manu-
fncturing centers of the nation. They
wrole:

“we manulaciurers and citizens who
have participated in Bridgeport's growth
and prosperity confidently predict even
greater accomplishments for the city
and are glad 1o invite all, be they lar or
niear, o come and share (he blessings
that (ke with this great and strong car-
rend of industrial life, "
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Sikorsky's first public flight of his V5-300 helicopter was recorded by
Post photographer Al Mathewson in 1940, The flight took place off Snii-

Igor Sikorsky realizes his dream

By BRIAN J. MURFHY

n the late 1530s, when Bridge-
was building an airfield in
ormer marshlands and pas-
tures in Stratford near the
Housatonic River, the activity
attracted the attention of an enginesr
from Long Island who was looking for
miore space lor his seaplane factory. He
inspected the field and found it had
possibilities. He went o the banks of the
Housatonic and surveyed the ample
space there and the deep waters of the
river beyond. [gor Sikorsky liked what
I AW,

The Sikorsky story had begun two
decades earlier in Russia. Alter a trip (o
Germany with his father, and having
seen Lhe newipaper acoounts of the early
fMights of the Wright Brothers, Sikorsky
decuded that what he wanted (o do was
baild fying machines,

His first experiments, financed by his
family, imvolved building the first of 1wo
experimental helicopters, which he
began in 1908, Helicopler number one
might have fown, had it a powerful
enough engine, but it didn't, and the ex-
peniment fatled. In 19010, Sikorsky Began
wirk on a second helicopier and his first
fixed wing aircraft, the 5.1. Meither flew
It was the (ourth attempd, the 52, that
earned Sikorsky his wings.

Despite the inauspicious beginnings,
Sikorsky's engineering work attracted
the favorable attention of the Russian
dalise Company of 51, Petersburg {now
Leningrad), which imported him 804
miles from Kiev to bulld airplames fos
them. What he did was merely build a
plane, called the Grand, i which all
Russia took pride

The Grand was lighl years removed

from Sikorsky's (irst experiments, and
was way ahead of its time, The first

four-engined craft to My, it had excellent
handling characieristecs and the ca.

pacity 1o carry & payload of pazsengers
in comfort. When Crar Nicholas [I in-
specied it personally, Sikorsky's reputa-
tbon in Russia was

The Russian Bevolulion put Sikorsky
oul of business. Men he knew and re-
spected, including the military pilots of a
squadron of Sikorsky bombers | The
“Squadron of Flying Ships"), were exe-
cuted oui of hand by ithe Blosheviks,
whom Sikorsky came fo detest. He
quietly beit Russia, never to return

J__.._._ " ::
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en's Lane in Stratford.

He came to America, just in time for
Lhe post-Warld War | slump in aviation.
Alter a stint teaching classes of Russian
immigrants in New York, a group of
emigrees hacked Sikorsky in an airplane
building venture, and he set up shop on &
chicken farm in Roosevelt, Long Island
He was off and running again, and by
15926 was back in the big leagues,

Sikorsky scored his first real success
in the New World with the 5-38 amphib-
ian seaplane. Described by one aviator

Aviator Charles Lindbargh (laft) became a close friend of Sikorsky,
with whom he is standing, during development ol the laiter's sea-
planes. Undated pholo from Post's files.

&s "o collection of airplane parts MNyin
in formatson, ™ the pasgwl-wf:w_ I?:mE-:
engine monoplane may have looked
unusual, but it deliversd the gosds im
terms of range an payload.

For Pan American Alrways. the nine-
io-12-seater was just what was nesded o
baze new trails o the Carribean, Cen-
tral America, and South America. The
Army, the Marine Corps, the Navy, pri-
vale companies, airlines, African explor-
ers and private individuals all queasd up
b by the 538,

It was at this juncture that Sikorsky
diécided he needed more space than was
avaible at his plant on Long Island. He
chose Stratford,

Suddenly, the slespy aviation scens
here livemed up, as a sucoession of in-
creasingly advanced Sikorsky seaplanes
began to make their appearance at the
mouth of the Housatonic,

Building the plane for Pan Am, 5i-
korsky came into close contact with
another giant of the aviation scene,
Charles A. Lindbergh, who coniribated
muich during the design phase of the S-40
amphibian with suggestions Sikorsky
found valuable and practical,

Serpel Sikorsky, [por's son, told how,
on an carly proving fight of the 540 for
Pan Am. Pilot Lindbergh and aesigner
Sikorsky formed a fast (riendship while
towiring the Carribean. The two would My
only by day, by night, they would seek
out quiel restaurants and cafes where
Lindbergh, still a celebrity. stood a
chante ol being let alone to talk ying
with his friend. They would trade jdeas
on what the next great seaplane would
b like until late at night, drawing up a
vision of a trans-Atlantic, passenger-
carrying craf

The result of these visionary evenings
was he 542 (hying boat project, in which
Lindbergh played an important role in
the design stage. This was the most
beaitiful airplane - that - Sikorsky had



Built 1o date. The smooth design, the
massive size of the crall, the clean lines
— everything just looked right,

The 542 prowved 1o be the summal of
seaplane building at Sikorsky, bt as it
turned out, none of the Sikorsky amphib-
tang alter the move (o Stratlord was as
popular as the twinengined 5-38,

During the years of World War 11, 5i-
korsky worked on the dream of his
youth: & helicopter. [t had been nearly M
years since he had assembled his first
wo experimental belicoplers in Kiew,
and a It had changed in that time.
Principles of aeronautics which were
basic o the 1930s were unknown when
the young Sikorsky flirst set 1o work
Moregver, engines had improved vastly,
both in reliability and in the most impor-
lant way — horsepower, Sikorsky knew
ithat if he could come up with a basic,
practical design, there would be no real
problem finding the right plant o power
@ later production model. '

It was im 1939, 30 years after helicop-
ters one and two, that Sikorsky began de-
sgn work. 1t was kncwn that the pringi-
ple of the rotating wing would lilt an
aircraft, German experiments earlier in
thit decade had proven this. The question
was whether 0 build one or w0 sets of
roLOrs,

Sikorsky preferred one set of rotors,
the logic being that since a rofor was a
complicated mechanism o begin with,
supporting the craft with one set redsced
the risk of mechanical failure. The linal
design of the first Sikorsky helicopier,
the V5-300, had a single set of rolors and,
at the end of a tail boom, a iwo-bladed
tail rotor, The @il rotor prevented the
main roler from spinning the craft
around on its verlical axis and also sup.
plied rudder control

The airframe construction for the V5
30 was relatively simple. [t was made
of alurminum pipe, withowl covering. As
new conligurations were desired, the
pipe was simply rewelded into the de.
sired shape,

More critical were the problems of
conirel. Mo one knew how [o controd a
helicopter in flight, and Sikorsky knew
that he would be writing the helicopter
pilot’s manual as he test-flew his ma-
Chine,

On Seplember 14, 1939, Sikorsky and
his enginsers whisled oul the V fom
chearing behind the Sikorsky plant in
Stratford, In his book, “lgor Sikorsky,"
former Bridgeport Post reporter and,
later, Sikorsky publicity chief Frank De-
It?r' describes the moment af the first

ight ;

“When [gor started the little T5-horse-
powWer Engine, V5300 vibrated and
the condnols in his hands, He in-
creased the power and ihe shaking be-
came worse. But e could feel that the
crall had enough power to rise, so he
pulled up on the pitch control, increasi
the bite of the rofor blades. One
inched clear of the ground, then another,
He added more power and suddenly all
four wheels hung clear of the ground.
Igor quickly reduced power and patch
and the ship rested again on its wheels,
That was it for the day, a total of abou
10 sexconds in the air.”

Concerned with the problem of con-
trol, Sikorsky undertook major redesign
work, adding two exira secondary roiors
1o the tail. These modifications stabi-
lized the craft, and it was in this one that
Sikorsky made the first flight withowt re.
straining tethers in 1940,

It was at about this time Uhat the beli-
copler came o the notice of the military,
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which hid been siudying a variety of
unpromising aulogyro designs, Capl. H.
Franklin Gregory, U.S. Ar:g,.- m:lg:rn.
wiis an early and influential helicopter
convert. Gregory oontinued 1o observe
for the Army as Sikorsky began to per-
form a number of helicopter “lirsts™ as
hi¢ conlinued V5300 development, The
crafl became the Tirst amphibious heli-
copler when Sikorsky put floats on it and
took aff from the Housatonke River. And
hp.'.;‘é!(m up with the Germans in the
ni uck battle of belicopter develop-
ment when he broke the time abolt
record set by a Focke-Wull craft, beat-
ing the Nazi machime’s record of 1 hour,
3 minutes and X5 seconds by almost 12
minutes.

Flights like this were gaining national
pubdicity for Sikorsky and his pioneering
work., The Army, &l the prompling of
Capt. Gregory, took potice and ordered a
helicopter, designated the XR-4. [n if, 5i-
korsky returned to the single secondary
tail rotar configuration. The new ar-
rangement, once perfected, gave the
helicopter excellent control and, just as
impartam, more speed in forward flight.

The Army liked the XR-4, deleted the
"X experimental designation and gave
Sikorsky & production order. By this
time Chance W t Airceaft had been
separated from Sikorsky Aircraft, and
ihe Stratford plant was tumed over to
Corsair tion. Sikorsky took over o
refu plant in Bridgeport’s South
End, and it was there that the R4, RS
and R-6 helicopters were baill. Mean
while, the VE-300, its usefulness as an ex-
perimental craft ended, was retired 1o
the Edisom Institute Muscum in Dear-
barm, Mich.

In & modest way in Workd War 11, and
thén o wide publicity during the Korean
and Vietnam wars, the helicopler gained

a tiation as a life saver. In the actual
conflict there were a good many 56
korsky craft involved in air/sea rescue
and medical evacuation, Soldiers who
would have died of blood loss or shock
while being ransported (o mobile surgl-
cal hespitals by ambulance were evacu-
ated right off the batilefield intreped
l:hnppﬂ’ pilots and taken 'H'mu.llj' ta
the doorstep of the operating theater.
U.5. pilots shot down behind enemy lines
could=hope to escape the horroes of
Communist prison camps because heli-
coplers were available to grab them out
of the grasp of the enemy. There seemed
L b ned end 10 the purposes (o which the
helicopter could be pat.

Afler moving 00 3 Spacious new plant
“wup river™ in Stratford, some helicopter
classics were produced by the Sikorsky
Adeam: the Sea Stallion, the Flying Crans
and more recently, the Black Hawk,
which represents the first of 3 new
generation of high-tech military helicop-
lers

When lgor Sikorsky died in 1972, his
record of achievement was longer than
any of aviation's pioneers. He had bl
the first four engine mm; the lirst ex-
perimental, powered bilicopler ; the first
transcontinental seaplane; the firsg
practical belicopter; the lirst airline
helicopter; the first twin-engine helicop-
ter; and the first helicoplers to cross the
Atlantic,

But most satisfying to Sikorsky, ac-
cording (o son Serpel, was the role of
helicoplers in saving lives. Sergei noted
that isdustry sources have estimated
that 1 milllon persons worldwide had
baen saved by helicopter, During his life,
Sergei said, Sikorsky took pride in the all
hﬂmﬁu achievernents, whether o
were his of nol. And rightly so: He ha
invented it.

Whitehead: The quest for a place in history

Man's first flight in a powered,
keavierdhan-alr crafl ook place in
1903 at Kitty Hawk, M.C. — of 50 the
higtnry books tell us, There is a body of
tradition hereabout 1hat a German
immigrant, Gustay Whitehead, beai
the Wrights inlo (he air by aboul two
years with a craft he is said to have
flewn off Tarxis Hill in Fairfield, at
Lerdship in Stratford, and in Bridge

Whether the story of becal aviation
is in fact the beginning of the story of
warld aviation hangs on lamentably
thin threads of evidence. The major
question réevolves around whether
Whitehead's Flane Number 21, his first
io fly, got off the ground under it's own

“Only o handful of friends and curi-
ous persons gathered at Lordship
Manor on the morming this msch-dis-
puted flight was supposed o have
taken place,” The Sanday Posti re-
poried on August 18, 1840, “There
weren't any pholographers, news-
papermen or other writers present, for
Whitehead had mnever announced his
plans beforehand, but only wanied Lo
pacily his thirst for fying. . .*'

The testimony of wilnesses o
Whitehead's work at the turm of (he
cenfury conflicts. John H. McCall, a
former official of the First Mational
Bank and Trust, declared that as a
1;. wilnessed Wlm;:;; flights LI“

ridgeport (made in the vicinity
Hancock Avenue), claiming to have
seen one of Whitehead's cralt operat-
i 30 Tt off the ground,

There s nothing to indicate that the
flights didn’t take place. On the other
hand, looking through the testimony,
nelther McCall nor & John Ciglar,
another boy who claimed to be & wil-
ness, were guestioned as (o whether
the flights they saw were powered. Al
the Lime, the Wrights were making

rid glider flights, as had other
aviators, It is it inconceivable that
the Whitehead fights witnessed by
thigs hoys were in lact anpowered
glider flights.,

.

Front view of Gustave Whitehead's Mo. 21 aircraft, which he is said to have flown in

[3

"History by Contract,”” with permission of co-author William J. O'Dwyer.

O contemporany, cited in a 1945
article by Orville Wright, was Stanley
¥. Beach of Stamiord. Beach, having
written an article on Whitehead's ex-
periments for Seientilic American, in.
duced his lather, the editor of the
magazrine, o fund the experiments.

“Beach has said that he does mod
believe that any of Whitehead's ma-
chines ever left the ground under their
own power,” Wright wrote, “in spite of
assertions of persons B years later
who thought they remembered seeing
them. Beach's nine-year association
with Whitehead placed him in & better
position (o know what Whitehead had
dome than that of other who
were associated with Whitehead but &
shorl time, If Whitehead really had
flown, Beach, who had spent nearly
$10,000 on the experiments, woubd have
been the 128t 10 dény it.™

Wright also produced evidence that
an account in The Bridgeport Herald
purporting to describe a powersd flight
by Whitehead on Aug. 14, 1901, was
impccurate. In a 1937 aifadavit, James
Dickie, mentioned in the Herald story
as & wilhess of the Might, said: *1 be-
liewe the entire story in The Herald

wat imaginary, and grew oul of the
COmments -Hri"'l.l!!lﬂld in discussing
whatl he hoped to get from his plane. |
was nol presentl and did nol witness
any airplane Might on Aug. 14, 1501, |
do nol remember or recall ever hear-
img of a fight with this particular
plane or any other plane Whitehead
ever bali.

Dickie was in a position to know : he
apparently worked with Whitehead
when (he invenlor was constracling
pirplanes,

; lell there k8 the of &
unius W, Harworth, cited in The
Bridgeport Post of Aug. 13, 1953:

“Junias W. Harworth, formerly of
Bridgeport and now residing in De.
trodt, stated in & letier that he assisted
Mr. Whitehead in the construction of
hi= airplanes and engines, and that e
wilnessed Mr. Whitehead's Stratford
Might in 1501 . . . It i3 claimed by
several witnesses that Mr. Whitehead
made twa ights Tan, 17, 1902, in a
monoplane powered with a kerosene
burming engine. One flight covered rwo
miles and the other a distance of seven
miles, mostly over the waters of Long

- oy I'_

Fairfield in 1901. From

Island Sound.

One thing is lost im all the contro-
wersy: It i3 & sad fact that, azside from
the lost recognition, Whitehead's
flights were of mo real significance,
even il they did take place. It is as if
someone had discovered America be
fore Columbus and then kept the secret
fo himsell. Whitehead, if he did Ny, did
nothing to document his MNight. There
are no photographs of a plane in Might,
o CONEMPOrary nEwspaper acoounts
excepl the questionable Herald story.
Unlike Whitehead, the Wright brothers
istued press releases, gathered reli-
able persons from & mearby Coakt
Guard station 0 witness their flight,
and even arranged a device that would
trip & camera shutter the instant their
fiyer left the ground.

The Wrights — not Whitehead, even
il he was first — are the starting point
ol the deve of mbdern Tooed
wing. powered flight. It was from their
beginning that all ¢lse has come. I
Whitehead was indesd the first 1o fly,
then that i the true tragedy. He
planted a seed that never sprouted.

—BRIAN J. MURPHY
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Today the Club is still at wbrk in our neighborhoods with &
mix of social, recreational, and cultural programs for
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Aviation growth brought derrmg-do

Flying sweetheart’s challenge
ended here in near-disaster

By HERBERT F. GELLER

t was an era when the world
wasg still large enough 10 make
flying across the ooean a high
adventure,
It was a time when peoples
coubd be thrilled by the courage of a
beautiful young woman and her hand-
some husband who dared to fly a small
airplanes thousands of miles scross the
Atlantic from Great Britain.

It was the era of the British “*Flying
Sweethearis,” Amy and Jim Mallison,
who crash-landed their plane, the Sea-
farer into the Stratford marshes on the
aight of July 23, 1933, after a 37-hour non-

I:?_hp:ht from Pendine, Wales.

crash broaght hundreds of press
and radio reporiers (o Bridgeport Hospi-
tal where the two recuperated the day
after their accident. They were [lown o
Mew York for further treatment, but two
weeks later they refurned 1o Bridgepor
where they were welcomed as heroes,

Fitty years ago, flying across the
Atlantic, particularty from Ewrope to
Morth America, against the prevailing
winds, was a dangerous and arduous
adventure, Only a few flyers had crossed
the widest expanse of the Atlantic before
the Mollisons, without stopping to refuel.
Charles Lindbergh made his famous
Might from Mew York to Paris in 1927 but
traveled from wesi to east, with the pre.
vailing winds helping him along

Capt. James A. Mollison of the Brii-
ish Rayal Air Force was the first pilof to
make an east-wes! (rans-Allantic Solo
Might when he flew (rom Dublin, [reland,
te Mew Brunswick, Canada, in Auguast
1832,

His wife, Amy Johason Mollison, was
a Lomdon typisi who became interested
in fying in 1928, She made a sodo flight
after only & few weeks of instruction,
and in May 19080, ai ithe age of 22, she
flew alone from London to Darwin, Auws-
tralia, in 19 days. Her leal broaght her a
purse of 10,000 from the London Daily
Mail.

Mallison had started flying in 1923 at
the age of 18 when he received his com-

mission in the RAF as the youngest pilod
officer at that time. Amy and Jim were
married in 1932 amd together made a
riecord-bréaking Might of 2 hours (rom
England to India. 5oon after their mar-
riage thiy became known as **England’s
Flying Sweethearis. ™

Their veniure in the summer of 1933
wis to fly the twin engine Sealarer from
Wales o Floyd Bennett Fleld in Brook-
lyn, N.Y. The Daily Mail and the British
goeemment provided backing for the
fight

They took off from Pendine Lands
Beach in Wales about noon, July Ik The
wealher was terrible, and they almos!
didn't make it past the Irish Chanmel.
They flew on instruments for almost all
of their I2-hour flight.

“We only saw the sea for thres out of
the B hours we were actually over the
Atlantic,” Amy Mollison later told the
London Daily Mail. " If you can't see the
sed il is impossible o estimate the wind
and allow for drift. We flew high. Some-
rirmes we were actually in the cloods; at
other tirmes we were in betwesn layers of
clowds. Sometimes we were over the
clowds, but we were never below them,*
she said

“We had no alternative when we left
the Irish coast bul to push Windly into
the fog because it would have been
impossible with our heavy load (ol
fuelyto make a sucoessful landing any-
where," Jim Mollison said.

The sky cleared the next morming
after the sun rose and they were able to
see [he water, which was dotted with
icebergs and MNoes. They knew they werg
near Mewloundland or Labrador,

They sighted Newfoundland a short
while later. They still had 1,100 miles to
go to New York and the question became
one of sufflicient fuel. They checked and
found they had used more than they had
anticipated in their ﬂl‘l.l”,!r against the
Atlantic headwinds. They decided that

running the ings @t very low revo-
E‘Ilm un.g: m1n::'|_§1l:l‘|r5r mi.p:.'mr]rl-u.u-l reach
Mew York. “Bul we knew it would be

touch-and-go,” Amy recounted
The fog cleared over Portland,

Flyers Jim and Amy Mollison during parade in their honor in Bridge-
port in 1933, Sunday Post photo by Mangner.

Maine. The Mollisons flew south o0 Bos-
pow, Then Tollowesd the comsiline of Bhode
Island and Conmecticur.

That night wihen he saw the lights of a
small airpori — Bridgeport Airport in
the Stratford marshes — Maollison
checked his fuel gauge and discoversd
that only a few gallons were lefi. It was
unlikely they would reach Mew York.

They circled the leld several times,
“bui it was Irighifully hard to see rom
which direction the wind was coming.”
Maollison recalled. Afver three trial ap-
proaches he came in (rom what seemed
like the best direction. “"The lights
seemmed 1o throw the boundary of the air-
port into complete darkmess,” he said,
“To add to our difficulties, there was a
considerabde ground fog which almos
completely obscured the runway."

Mollison spotied an mirplane which
appeared (o be taxiing and preparing lor
takeolf. The plane was actually landing,

later learmesd — a mistake that led
lison 1o incorreclly estimate the wind
direction, and the Sealarer came down

e ,'.;

The wl'.:l:ﬂi- of thi I.Ir.ll-llu:m B pluna the Seatarer, in tm Sltalfufd marshes near Hﬂdmnﬂrl -lh'lmﬂ Cﬂuﬂﬂ‘f ﬂf “ﬂfﬂ!" K!ﬂlll"

in the Stratford marshes 35 yards short
of the airflield boundary

The plane’s wheels caught the mud
and the Sealarer made 5 double somer.
sault before it came to a halt. Mollison
was thrown through the plans's window
and sulfered many facial culs and abra-
sions, Mrs. Mollison found herseli hang:
ing upside deown intide with her haad in
the waler. She could hear her huasband
feebly calling o her

“I had the feeling of being completely
irapped, knowing that there was a possi.
billity of fire. 1 don't know how 1 got oul
bt it i3 amazing what one can do when
one has to,"" she said.

She managed to get out and struggled
over (o her husband through the
marshes. She was holding his bleeding
head om her knee when the rescuers
came plunging through the mud and
water.

The couple were takén 1o Uhi emer-
gency room of Bridgeport Hospltal.
Mollison was treated for facial cuts and
a scalp laceration that ook 3 stitches 1o
close. His wile suffered some leg




bruises, but aside from shock and ex-
haustion, they emerged from the acci-
dend relatively unscathed.

Their plane, however, was a wreck,
Dezpite Mallison's hope o retrieve if,
the Seafarer was soon siri o the
bane by souvenir hunters. T [pefaondl
possessions were saved, and eventually,
the Sealarer's wing and a col from the
plane’s cabin wers given to the Bamum
Museum where they were placed on
exhibit several years ago.

Mews that the flying Mollisons hasd
crashed near Bridgeport just 3 minuates
fram their goal was relayed all aver the
warld via Post/Telegram dispatches
within a few minutes of their arrival st
Bridgeport Hospital. Seon mewspaper,
magazine, and radio reporiers thronged
there to see the lambus coaple. A “Ma
visitors™ sign had to be placed on their
[ g

Destpite Dr. lsasc Harshberger's ad-
vice that they remain at the hospital for
another night, the Mollisons decided on
the evening of July M o leave for New
York City wia a Sikorsky seaplane,

The Flying Sweethearis recuperated
there lor several more days, and & week
later were off to Hyde Park, N.Y.,
accompanied by the aviator Amelia Ear-
hart, to meet Pres. Franklin . Roose-
velt, “Well, well,” =ald the President,
“you are both looking fine in spite of
your accident,”

Other trans-Atlantic Myers had been
honored by ticker-tape parades through
Mew York City, but the Mollisons were Lo
receive their reward i Stratford and
Bridgeport,

The greal day was Friday, Aug. 4,
1553, About ls.tlﬁl people, i-ﬁ:l-l.ﬂll‘l.gg{ﬂ'ﬂ-
cials of Bridgeport, Stratiord and sur-
rounding towns and the state snciously
E:ihtd the more ssccessful returmn of

Maollisons to Bridgeport Al .

Oine oof those who waited tnﬁ thiem
was Li. Commander Frank Hawks. a
LS. Mavy air ace who had just flown
1,700 miles from Regina, Saskatchewan
b Bridgeport Airport in 7 houars and 50
minutes. Hawks, who was to die later in
an air crash, averaged 219 miles per
hour inan all-metal plane that was sbout
the most advanced craft of its time. also
greeting them was a group of women
aviators who were admirers of Mrs.
Mollison. They had all flown to Bridge-
port in their cwn planes,

The Mollisons and their entourage
were conducted 1o a speaker's stand, and
the field was renamed Mollison Airport
in their honor. James L. Dunn, acting for
Mayor Edward Buckingham, told (he
couple, “'1 am sure you will bring back (o
England the assurance that Br
is a hospitable city and its people are of
4 generous nature, "'

A parsde up Main Street to the Strat-
field Hovel followed wisits to the Sirai-
ford American Legion Hall and Bridge-
port Hospital. The parade was led by
motorcycle police lollowed by the
Mackenzie Highlanders of Stamford
r:“iﬁ hlgimp;ﬂl‘ﬂli Ii;etll;gru team of

¢ Clan Cam eport, in
honor of Mallisen's Scottish ﬁllgﬂ-.

There were more speeches al a giant
receplion at the Stratfield Hotel, and
Mrs. Mollison sabd she was more weary
from the six receptions that day (han
from her oceanic flight. The Mollisons
lefi the banquet and slept at the home of
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel C. Patterson ol
Black Fock before flying 1o New York
thé ezt morndng.

The B reception was the
high point of the Mollisons’ flying ca-
réer. They made one more endurance
Might r in their next aircrafl, Sea-
tarer 11, their marriage broke up,

Each continued to M1y in air competi.
tions, and they flew for Britain's Royal
Air Force in World War 11, Amy as a
Inmmﬂ ;l:lmmmr. she was killed on

an. &, 1841 her plant developed en-
trouble and she Bailed ot over the
meis Estuary east of London.

In World War 11, Jim Mollison served
in the RAF's Air Command
and retired as a fight captain, Aher the
war bt lived in Canada for a time and re-
turned to England where he wrote his
a i "Death Cometh Soon or
Late.," He died ol pneumonia on MNov. 1,
1958 at the age of 54.
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When aviation was young, even
The Bridgeport Post got into the
act. The Post sponsorad a contest
in which the winners were taken
an a fight with daring Bridgeport
aviator Lincoln Beachey on May
11, 1911, In photo above, Mar-
guarite M. Shea, one of the win-
ners, holds on tight as pilot Bea-
chay prepares for takeoll. At left,
Mayor Edward T. Buckingham
gets behind the controls for the
photographers. Post photos by

Corbit, courtesy of Bridgeport
Public Library.

Monroe’s Hurd ran out of luck

By JOHM BL/RGESON
n the morming of Aug. 30,
18965, min Hurd, at
the cont of his Stinson

Reliant monoplane, took
aff from Monroe Alrport

with four and & ol ex-
perimental agricultural chemicals,
bound for . WL,

The mever reached its destina-
thon. en route over Dover Plains,
N.Y. and

apparenily searching for a
place to land, Hurd crashed the
fabric-covered -lmm:hﬂ
lzide, killing sveryons aboard,
Some say that Hurd was lost on the

fog, which was reported to be

thai day. Dthers say thu:inummm
ble, wWas io land af an girstrip
in W , H.Y. Bul most peo-

ple who knew Huard say that his luck sim-
ply ran out.

“We all knew he would crash some-
day,’ sakd one bocal aviator who asked
not 10 be identified. “The question
;ﬂ&ﬂﬂﬂj#h take with
m

Hurd, the son of & Monroe farmer, is
perhaps best known as the founder of the
Monroe Airport, a 2,000-fool

E
|

E_.

Flyer Ben Hurd, courtesy of Martha
Hurd DuBair.

says (0 me, “You see any waler where we
hit? That's how you whether or nol
the jce is thick enough.” There was no
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Locomobile: lots of class, a little flash

ovember 9, 1908 was one

of those days when

Bridgeport civic pride

rose to & fever pitch. It

wasn't a war hero or
aviator who had so stirred the emotions
of the populsce; it was & car. It was the
victorious Locomobile racing car, which
on that day was celebrated by the city in
which it was bailt.

Three weeks carlier, Old Mo 16, as it
tho finesk raciag cars of Burope In the
the finest Cars in
pﬂﬂmﬂﬂrﬂhfﬂpuﬂmlﬂg
Island, the first time an American car
had succesded againet open foreign com.
peetition,

Mayor Henry Lee proclaimed Mon-
day, Nov, 8, a holiday, and factories and
schools were closed. Main Street be-
tween the Locomobile plant in the South
End and the Bull's Head neighborhood in
the wicinity of Catherine Street was
“lurned iAo &8 racecouTse” a8 Over

the path of the speading car. After leav-
ing the factory at the foot of Main Strest,
the car, piloted by George Robertson
with mechanic (len Etheridge at

chime. Bridgeport was the crest of
the machine age; most its workers
were employed in a machine trade of one

sort or andther. (Md Mo. 18 was in apirit
their creation, and they were proad of it

Handbuilt &t & cost af $20 000, the car
was by a 90 horsepower
Hmmmﬂ irechies Iﬂlm
siroke. As with all ine-powered
anni:hlh,l‘.htmr'mmthtm
driven. [t was capable of 120 mph.

s the zenith bf the company’s 37-yoas
LT Ilyear
history, Founded in Massachusstis ai the
clase of the 19th Century, the Locomobile
Company of America moved to Bridge-
port in 1500,

Thée company was founded by
“Cosmopitan’ pablisher John Brisben
Walker and Amzi Lorenzo Barber, one of

|!'..,_- : ".":'." Fire Besi .Ji|.'.- i car in

The ,Ca#ﬂmabﬂﬂ Co. of America.

OFFICES AND FACTORY :

BRIDGEPORT, CONN.

SLocomobile

=AU meErne i

America’s first asphall-paving contrac-
tors. Between 1899 and 1903 the company
manufaciured 5000 steam-driven cars
under patent rights purchased from the
Stanley Brothers, makers of the Stanley
Steamer.

Thesé steam vehicles, in large meas-
ure, wWers priced amd
cheaply made. Most were priced be-
tween $650 and $000, several
luxury models wentl for over 52000,
Across the board, their draw-
back was that drivers had to refill the
biiler with water every 3 miles or so,

In 1902, the hired a promi-
nent electrical and automotive engineer,
Andrew L. Riker, who immediately

began working om developing gascline-

president of the company in Angust of
that year, and in Movember, the first

"o the factory

gales.

Mo longer would the company manu-
facture inexpensive steam cars for the
masses. The least of the new

Locomobiles sold for a about £5,000, and
the custom bullt ones were priced in ex-
cess of $10,000. In its magarne advertis-
ing, the company proudly proclaimed

A 1903 advertisement promotes
the luxurious Locomobile, built in
one of the South End’s sprawling
tactories. Ad is from the city's Old
Home Week souvenir edition pub-
lishad im 1903.°01° Ho. 18"
{below), the racing car that be-
came the pride of was
probably Locomobile’'s best
known — and fastest — car.
Courtesy of Bridgeport Public Li-
brary.

the Locomobdle as ** America's finest and
MEaSE EXpeensive maolor car,™

By the start of World War 1, ithere
wered three standard models produced:
the fourcylinder 30 Type L: and the six.
cylinder 38 T R and 48 Type M. All
were made of the finest materials, and
none was intended for the economy-

minded.

The chassis was pressed owl of heat
ireated chrome-nickel steel. The body
was made of shoet aluminum panels sup-
ported by a skeleton of wood. The engine
cylinders were cast im pairs from grey
iron that was aged before being ma-
Chiimesd.

As with most hwoury cars of the day,
the Lotomaobile wasn't designed lor the
owner lacking & mechanic-chauffeur,
There were 12 points of lubrication along
the chassis alone — eight of which re-
quired daily attention. Each car came
with a 13-page instruction book, eight
pages of which were devoted to starting
the engine.

The headlamps were fusled by acety-
lene gas, created by mixing calcium car-
bide and water in the car's BAS penera.
lor. This was a shochox-sited device
lotatéd in the engine compartment. It
had to be refilled with calciam carbide
and water after every 3 hours of head-
lamip operation,

In 1912 the company began produci -
don of & fiveton truck, which later bore
Riker's name. [t was a success, as Brit-
ain, France, Russia, and the United
States ordered hundreds of them lor use
i ‘World War 1.

But the truck market — and the lax.
ury car markel — evaporaled in the
post-war recession, and in 15380, Locomo-
bile poied an automobile group, headid
by Emlen 5. Hare, that included the Sim-
plex and Mercer automobile companies,

Hare had hoped (o reduce the price of
the Locomobile by increasing produc
tion, But fn 1521 the group collapsed,
leaving Locomobile an independent firm
with grave financial difficulties. The
company went banknapt in 1922, and was
then purchased for $1.75 million by Wil
liam Crapo Durant, an ousted executive
of Geperal Motors. This arrangement
left the company's creditors with 15
cenis for each dollar owed,

Durant resumed production, but the
markel for Locomobiles remained weak
through the 153k Production halied on
March 5§ 1929, leaving most of the
company's B0 employess without a job.

For about five years, Durant used the
factory to overhaul taxicabs. In 1936,
bankrupicy was declared for the second
and last time as Durant faced & §5.9 mil-
lon debd with assets of £.1 million. The
l=gere, |Hbuiling plant was finally sold
to a real estate firm in 1948 for $500 000,

Between 1940 and 1963, & numbéer of
firms occupled the plant, including Rem.
inglon Rand, Panettiero Shirt Company,
Dictaphone Corp., United Slipper
Company, and Smith Comstock
Company. The property was sold to
United [lluminating in 1963, and the
buribdings were razed in 1987 o make
room for Ul's expanion of its Bridgepon
Harbor Power Stabion.

Bul whatever became of Old No, 167
Following the celebration in Bridgeport,
the car was 2&nl on a national tour of
auto shows, after which it was displayed
prominently in the Locomobile plant
afer several years it was moved (o a ga-
rage of company grounds, where it lay
neglected. In 1915 it was purchased by
Bristol industrialist Joseph P. Sessions,
owner of the Sessions Company foundry,
which had made a mumber of castings
lor the car

Sessions restored the car to 1S pre
race condition, and in 1539 drove it from
Bristol to Fairfield. The trip took only
anwir houir, 45 minuies — an excellent time
considering the roads of the day.

After Sessions died in 1941, Obd No. 16
Wik purchaed by Peter Helck, a success-
ful artist and illustrator who was present
al the 1908 Vanderbilt Cup race, Helck,
whio lives in Boston Cormers, N.Y__ still
cwms the car



Fuller’'s Dymaxion car dr

By JOHN BURGESON

n late 1933, RB. Buckminster

Fuller was piloding a three-

wheeled car of his own design

south an New York's Fifth Ave.

nue with several magazine edi-
LTS &S DASSEMBETE,

The car’s design, with its single rear
turning wheel, enabled Fuller wp execute
a complete circle around cvery traffic
cop between 3T Strect and Washingion
Square, carefully grazing each of their
uniforms during the complete duration
of the turn. To a one, the thrilled officers
asked to be orbited again

The vehicle looked like a cross e
twiedn a scarab beeile and a DOC-1 air-
plane, This Dymaxion car, as it was
called, was developed and built oi the
foot of Bridgeport's Main Streset in the
former Locomobile factory.

Three Dymaxion cars were produced
in Bridgeport by Fuller and his team of
17 engineers and mechanics between
1933 and 1935, The project was one of
several of Fuller®s that bare the Dymax-
ion Aame. “Dymaxion,' 8 Fuller trade
mark, is & word he defined as “yielding
A XEmLEm p-l:rl-m'rl.mﬁ.- with available
iechnology.”

The Dymaxion car was much more
than a strange-looking automobile, As
wilh masl of author-inventor-mathemati-
cian Fuller's propects (such as the
peodesic dame), the Dymaxion car was
a cog i his grand concept of a highly-
mebile society with access to prefabri-
cated housing that could easily b trans-
ported to remote places. The reason the
Dymaxion car loaked like the fuselage of
an ajrplane was because it in fact was a
prodolype of an ““auto-airplane” that was
REVET consirucied.

The Dhymaxion car was a sort of jet
plane with a ¥ horsepower Ford V8 in
place of gas turbine engines that were
rever tobe. |ts shape was determined by
aerodynamics. The car could achieve 120
miles per hour; a Ford powered by the
same engine could only hit about 80 rph.

Theére were other advantages io the
Dymaxion's unusual design. 115 rear
turning wheel, operated by steel cables
extending from the steering wheel, could
turn & full 180 degrees. The car, there-
fore, could execute a 1Bdegree tum on
a road no wider than its length without
ever engaging reverse gear. There was
no meed to “parallel” park; all the
driver had to do o gel inio & ight park-
ing space was (o nose the front of he car
in, turn ithe rear wheel 20 il was nearly
perpendicular (o the curb, and pull for-
ward slightly. The tail of the car would
then swing into place. A parking space
only a few inches longer than the car it-
sell was all that was needed

The Dymaxion had front wheel drive
and a three-piece chassis that was de-
signed 10 enable the car to negotiate the
bumpiest of roads at high speed with
case, One frame component supporied
the engine and running gear. The second
frame component was connected 1o he
first by a sysiem of springs and hinges,
and was § ed by the steerable rear
wheel. The third frame member carried
the body and passenger compartment,
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eam fizzles

Buckminster Fuller's three-whesled D

where it was built, in 1934, Courtesy of the Fuller Archives.

and was supporied by the fromt drive
o e

Directing the constrection of e vehi-
cle in Bridgeport was Sterling Burgess, a
navil engineer. He was the designér of
two sutcesstul defenders of the Ameri-
ca's Cup, and had also developsd and
flowm the first successiul della-wing air-
ﬁu&. the Burgess-Dunn. Fuller selected

m because Burgess had the skill and
the know-how 10 construct the Dy maxion
&0 that it was bolh functionally and me-
chanically as elegant as Fuller's original
design. This was important to Fuller, be-
cause he believed that a new invention
could never be successful if the public
was distracted by “shoddy, nulngi‘% ir-
relevancies,”

The first of the three Dymaxions
rolled out of the Locomobile bullding
under cloudy skies on July 12, 153, Full-
er's Mth birthday. A crowd of several
hundred witnessed the event as Car Mo, |
was tested on the former Locomobile
proving grounds. On the nose of the car
was situated a single, large recessed
headlight and a Connecticut marker
plate,

Chicago, 1933, The site of the World's
Fair, showcase of things futuristic. The
Dymaxion car was an invited guesi. It
wis there for another reason, A groap of
British automobdle enthusiasts had com-
missioned the constroction of a second
Dymaxion and had sent Col. William
Francis Forbes-Sempill (o the United
States to tesi-drive Car Mo, 1. Forbes-
Sempill crossed the Atlantic in the Graf

lin, which was bound for the
m& Fair.

Williams, who was the owner of Car
Mo, | at that time, sent his Dymaxion 1o
Chicago, piloted by a racing car driver
by the name of Turner, with instructions
that the car be placed at the disposal of
the: calomel,

The Great Depression

By VICKI J. EPSTEIN

Mhough the stock market

crash came on Oct. 2,

1920, the effects of the

Great Depression were

nod fell here in the state's
largest city until February of 1930 and
it full effects didn't reach the city until
1931, history books claim, Bul when it
was felt, it was really felt.

From 911381 man-hours worked by
employees in 1923, the rate fell o 483, 176
man-hours at the city’s 30 largest lacto-
ries in 1531, Unemployment hit the 25
peércent mark in the spring of 1533,

The case load &l the city wellare de
partment grew to 15808 in 15989 and 2 5942

im 1531,

Omé history book ewven claims ihai the
city’s added borrowing Lo meet the wel-
fare crisis pushed Bridgeport close o
the statutory limitations on municipal
debt, and that at the start of 1533, all city
employees were forced to take a 20 per-
Cent pay cut.

Two of Bridgeport's banks were
closed on Aug. 30, 1933 by the $1até bank-
ing commissioner — The Commercial
Bank and Trust Co. and American Bank
and Trusi Co.

This complicated turm of events was
the prelude to disaster. With Tumer ai
the wheel, and the colonel as his pagsen-
ger, Car Mo, | was siruck from behind
within a few hundred yards of the from
gates of the World's Fair. Turner was
killed, and F Il was seriously
injured. The car that caused the accident
was driven by a Chicago parks commis-
siomer, and wat towed from the scene al-
maost immediately, before the newspaper
reporiers arrived. Fuller supporters
have pointed 1o the park commissioner's
political conmections in this matter.

The headlines were unkind 1o the
Dymaxion, which had performed so ad-
mirably. The newspaper acoounis made
o mention of the other car's invalve
mentl. One headline read: ““Three.
Wheeled Car Kills Driver.” Another
read: “Two Zep-Riders killed as Freak
Car Crashes, ™

A coroner’s inguest laler acguitied
the Dymaxion of any fault in the acei-
dent. by that time, the headlines had
done their damage. Although Car Mo, 2
was completed im January, 1504, it was
no longer desired by the British auto en-
thusiasis.

Car Mo. | was repaired, and later sold
by Willlams o the director af the
automotive division of the U.S. Burcau
of Standards, The car was destroyed in
the 1940's in & fire at the burcau's 'Wash.
ington, DUC, garage. Records indicate
Car Mo, 2 was sold by Fuller 1o a group
of his mechanics from the Bridgeport
operation.

The third and last Dymaxion was pur-
chased by conductor Leopold Stokowski
and his wife, Evangeline Jobnson. It
:nn;ft it to the Chicago Woaorld's Fair in

History books are unclear as to the

ymaxion car rolls cut of the old Locomobile factory in the South End,

amdount of money each of the three vehi-
cles was sold for, except that since they
WENe menial models, they oot
Fuller much more o produce than the
amount he received for them. 11 is known
that the construction of Car Mo. 3 left
Fuller nearly broke, forcing the end of
the Dymaxion car project.

Fuller then weni to work tor the
Fhelps-Dodge Copper Company, where
he developed the Dymaxion Bathroom, a
prefabricated aluminum and steel unit
that could be installed in minutes, It con-
sisted of four shest metal siampings,

ng fixtures and an air condition-
unit; it occupied a Moor space of five
by five feet and weighed 420 pounds,

As with the Dymaxion car, the
Dymaxion bathroom never saw general
use, in part because of the “inertia of the
building world," according 1o Fuller,

His Dymaxion house metl a similar
fate. Designed by Fullér in 1527, a proto-
type eventually was constrected in 1944,
It was & circular hiuse which was con-
sructed of sheet aluminum. It was sap-
ported by steel cables that were strung
from a central kingpin. Fuller theorized
that ence in mass production, the
“Dymaxion Dwelling Machine" could be

for about the same price as a
Cadillac. The entire structure weighed
about §,000 pounds, and no single compo-
nent weighed more than 10 pounds, mak-
ing it possible, in theory ai least, for the
building to be constructed by a single
AN Or Woman.

But Fuller's forte was structural
engincering; he i3 the inventor of the
geodesic dome, the tensegrity mast and
the octet truss, Three lightweight struc.
tural designs with almost unbelievable
load-tarrying capacities. These and
olher Fuller developments will benefit
future generations for centuries to come,

socks a booming city

tomers (o the mew office, the Commer-
cial Bank gave out free money - a total
ﬂ:l.ﬂ.

statement in the papers of the da
from 5tate Banking Commissioner 'Wa
ter E. Perry explained the reasons he
closed the banks, He said, *The assets of
mhmhlrumum have been and

are being depleted by steady with-
drawals by depositors; securities held by

. the bank have depreciated heavily from

llh:dlnrhutulueud:hﬁ!hﬂdlntm
e resort o heavy in
order to meet its obli m
Things god 5o bad in the ciiy that then
lllll._:r;Ednlrd ':;'Ew.h.quhnm spent §1
mi putting the unemployed o work
building & new Yellow Mill Bridge and

repairing the Stratford Avenue Bridge.

He also asked the utilities for & boan,
but they refused and instead paid their
laxes & year in advance.

In the spring of 1833, the Bridgeport
Medical Society sel up a committee 1o
investigate thit many cases of malnutri-

tion and scurvy ms the rellel rolls hit
B, 0D,

Bridgeport turmed (o Socialist Jaspar
MeLesvy in the mayoralty election of 1933
mnd along with the election of Franklin
Delanoe Roosevelt and the outbreak of
World War Two in 1939, the city réturned
o its predepression manufacturing
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; St Vlncent S Medlcal Center

8 O years of Commitment To The Community
I' 1903 - 1983 e |

Main Street, Bridgeport, was a horse 'n’ buggy- B
traveled dirt road back in 1905 when St. Vincent's £
first opened its doors. The hospital, chartered in E".

o
=
3

= = = a0 e B = o

h EEEESEEEEEES - EEmEEn 1903 and conducted by the Daughters of Charity of
 EEEEmam EREEEREmEN o A St. Vincent de Paul, grew in response to the medical B
EEEEREEmEn needs of the burgeoning region and, in 1978, 9

celebrated a new chapter in its history of hgaith £,
care with the opening of the new 5t Vincent's g -
Medical Center. -

EEEEEEEEEEEEEER
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3. Vincent's has grown tréemendous)y
over the years as far as the physical
plant is concerned, but momne imgortant
has boan the growth of technology. the
quality of patient care, the sowng train-
ing of nurses and lechnicians, and the
sducation of physicians and house
stall, The past BO years have withessed

than ever bafore. A simpla axampla of ’
ither giani siredes made in haspoial cang i =
is in the srea of surgery. Surgical 4 e

1806 pi'rnt-n was taken. Many surgical g~
patients are today discharged the very o

same day. In fact, last year St Vincent's o)
in recent years did ower 28% of all B
surgery on a same day basis. i

ﬁ#ﬁ“ﬂﬂ i mcﬁmm the Schiool uﬂ:ahllldﬂuiln
21 coording to wis n . o
1m5"mhdprm|tuummmmm£ﬂwmﬁ ared’s Wrst such senice.
To this day, the School of Nursing continues fo be a mos! valuable 'l'lll.dlll I 'I'I'lllll l e

s Conter of the immoriant reasons why St. Vinsent o At $1. Vine *
A Medical .o . NG mportant reasons . ‘s

has not experienced & nursing shortage as have so many facilities 16.000 ADHLSS 1ON5 e
throughout  the munmr Celabrating its T5th commencament 14, 6 8
. anniversary this year, School of Mursing has a current ]
- wuﬁmmlﬂil?maﬂmﬂmﬂumrmmmn

3 than 2500 individuals. 14,000 .

3%

TS 'Pe ‘17 TR ‘M9 ‘s sl 'm2

arg blerally no lonege avnilabe 1o SoCommoslale new admissiong. 'Il'l'ﬂ:-h'ﬂ-lhh
wmmhmumnwmm

thay Cosnmisnity .
. Yincent's Madical Conter ks o teaching atfillate of the Tole Bubversiry Sobosl of Medliies ond |1 conducied by e Dovghiters of Charity of §1 Tiacent de Posl
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A lady didn’t show her ankles in the 1860s,

BHRIGGEPORT POST CENTENNLAL Pebirosry 7, 1954

and it took a lot of calico at a nickel
a yard to cover her hoops

Thirteen hoopskirt and cor-
set factories in the Valley
guaranteed you were up-to-
date, and with cotton and
woolen mills on the river,

there was never a shortage of
fabric.

You could order a sewing
machine for $12 from
a mail order catalog, and pick
it up at Charlie Bristol’s Drug
Store and Post Office down
town.

Offices in Ansonia, our, Shelton,
Beacon Falls » Member FDIC

Eleazer Peck sold buttons and
pins, and for special occasions
you wore a store-bought dress
from Hooker’s. Wooster’s on
Main Street sold jewelry. And
you banked at The Savings
Bank of Ansonia.

Since 1862 ... a long time
to be your bank. There must
be a reason.

512%“95
Bank

% The Savings Bank of Ansonia

;21
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Trumbull
The lure
of mining

By TOM STANTON

I was a rime ol speculation.
Land was purchased by
wealthy businessmen hoping 1o
turn a profit;, investors wene
talked into bankrolling st
new inventions. And in Trumbull there
were the mines.

Tungsten was discoversd, as was
quariz and limestone. One after another,
individual and industrial
dug through ihe mines in the Old Mine
park area and tried desperately to strike
it rich. Several firms were lucky — one
claimed a "“Champion Lode™ — while
oihers spent a fortune on operations that
just dsdn't pam out.

Records indicate that local mining ac-
tiwity hegan when the bown was incorpo-
rated in the late 18th Century. According
1o local historian E. Merrill Beach, town
ressdent Jonathan Michals sold the mines
te another resident, Elnathan Sherman,
who prospected for quariz for use in
papermaking.

Legend has it that Indians living
along the Pegquonnock River told area
seftlers about the shiny rock near Sag-
newomps — Lomg Hill — near what is
fow Roube 111, The Indians appeared (1o
have little interest in the Gl-acre tract,
but Sherman evidently believed be was
geiting a bargain when be bought the
lard for $10.

Sherman and his local miners went on
to clalm moch guart: and limestone, but
afver sﬂrl:rnldlrenn he apparently felt the
operation ha ched its peak. He then
sold it, thus beginning & strin,; of owmner.
ship changes that continued through the
I%h Century, Modest commercial swee-
cesses were realized, still mostly in

The outbuildings of the American Tungsten Company at the mines in Trumbull, around 1900, I:nurl_nr of

Michael Sciortino,

limestone and quartz, bt there were
speculators who believed there was
more o Trumbull®s “*holes in the
ground® than most people thought,
Thomas Hubbard of Brookhm, MN.Y.,

was one of ihose speculators. He pur-
chased the land from Ephraim Lame of
Monroe in 1875 and began an ambilious

exploration lor silver, copper, and lead.
He never found it. Instead, deposiis of

pegmatite, used in the manulacture of
poarcelnin; and silica, & wood and paper
filler when pulveriged, were uncovered

in quantities large encugh o be pro-
claimed “The Champéon Lode. "

Hubbard twned o profit, but appar-
enlly nol emough to conlimse harther
operations on speculation. In 1557, the*
venluresome American Tungsien
Company of New York leased the mining
rights from Hubbard.

This time theé séarch was for tung-
sten, a grayish mineral of new impor-
tamce as the filament in the recently de
veloped incandescent lamp, and as a
strengthener for steel needed in Lhe
Rrowing construction industry.

American Tangsten buill a massive
pant and employed large numbers of
workers, bul after several years the

company was ready o throw in the
towel, The miners had found plenty of
tungsten, but it was mixed in with worth-
less pyrite — ““fool's gold.” The
company had no way Lo separate them,
and by the early 1900°s the plant shat
i

Still, there was something 1o be found
in those shafts that cut through the long
hills. Shortly aller American Tungsten
departed, an ormamental stone operation
opened. The stone was wied for building
facades, and although it wasn't one of
the more speculative or glamorous
operations, enough was excavated o

Ansonia was born of industrialist’s vision

By STEVE McIVER

he dreams of an ambi
tious industrialist and the
greed of an opportunistic
squire joined o create
the manufacturing hub
Enown as Ansonia, the Maggateck Valley
Tﬁﬂ 19,000, which split from Derby in

If it hadn't been for an unsucoessiul
attempt at land speculation by an avari-
cipug landhalder in the 1800's, industrial
peoneer Anson Green Phelps would have
founded his company town in the area
which now surrounds Griffin Hospital —
across the river from Ansonia®s eveniual
sl

Phelps (who gave the town a latinized
version of his first name) personified the
enirepeneurs who saw industrial gold in
the rushing waters of the Naugatuck
Hiver.

Born in Simsbury im 1T81, Phelps was
a penniless arphan at 10, l.l‘l'n’i!‘l.!_ his
hometowm, he embarked on a path of
hard work and enterprise which saw him
making saddles in Hartford, trading as a
merchant in 5outh Carolina and, by 18135,
importing metals in New York City.

By 1828, Pheilps was successful,
wealthy and seeking new opportunities.
S0 he listened with greal interest © the
plans of Sheldon Smith, a basiness
friend. Smith, who had made a fortune in
Mew Jersey, had returned (o his native
Derby with plans to buikd it into the
manufacturing wvillage which became
Birmingham {now dowmtown Derby).

AL Smith’s urging, Phelps started a
mill for rolling copper in 1636 on what is
now Derby’s Main Strest. The mill was
the beginning of the copper and brass
industry in the lower Valley,

Anson G. Phelps, Ansonia’s
industrialist namesake. Pholto is
from Dwerby's 300th Anniversary
Commamorative Book.

Smdth did nol remain o sk H:lnnmg-
ham grow. A string of lawsuils led him
to sell cut, but Phelps remained, becom-
ing the area’s leading indusirialist and
developer. Several downtown Derby
siress — Olivia, Elizabeth and Canoling
— today bear the names of Phelps
daughters.

By then, the will of Birmingham
on the east bank of the Maugatuck was
being built up exiensively. Phelps “con-
ceived the idea of using the waters of the
Maugatuck for mmﬂq::umla purposes
upon the west side of the river, and thus
making one contimsous village {(and
finally a city) from Birmingham north a

distance of (wo or three miles,"” acoord-
ing o Samuel Orcult's “History of

Phelps gradually boaght ap all ihe
desirable real estate on the west side of
the river excepd for one key plece, an old
farm. “Learning (rom busy rumor what
was going on, Slephén th {often
called Sgquire Booth) stepped in o play a
sharp game al speculation, and bouwght
the farm for £5,000, a big price in those
times, for agricultural purposes, " Oreut]
wrole,

Phelps — “not easily cormnered,” Or-
cutt reports — lel things lie for a time,
théen had his nephew, Peier Phelps, ap-
proach Booth. Prices were suggesied
and agréeements were neared, bul they
evapirated and the farm's value in
Baocth's eyes grew ever larger.

“This larm is the key 1o Phelp's
adventure,” Booth mused in Orcutt's ac-
count, ““and to me these rocks are as dia-
mionds of great value, and [ will yet get
My price."”

Gossip flew im the small wem; an
influsntial committes from Birmingham
fried [0 roove Bl:l:ll:l'l,_ Bast B0 mo avail,
When Booth's asking price hit 530,000,
Phelp’s agents broke off talks, Phelps
turned to the east side of the river.
Booth, meanwhile, believed Phelps®
threat 1o take his proposed village else.
where was “merely a ruse,”

But in 184, John Clouse, Phelps engi-
neer, surveyed what s now Ansonis
from a high rock near where the Congre-
gational Church stands today and found,
in his words, “one of the finest places for
a village in this Western world."™

P'I‘Elp: ﬂwh' L H.'II'LI'I-E]I'III :I'h‘:nglm.

ust nort is planned village, irm-
jl!lllll'll.'d Irish laborers to hl-;.g‘i‘n a canal
and reservoir from which he could draw
waterpower 0 man mills. Completed in

1846, the canal became the power source
for the Ansonia Manufacturing Co.,
which made shesls (rom the copper thal
became Ansonia’s indusirial cormer-
slome.

“Many implications were heaped
upon Mr. Booth by the people of Derby,
for being a stumbling block in the way of
Birmingham progress, while the dens-
rens of Ansonla may now rise up and call
hibm blessed," Orowtt wrote,

Joined with the Birmingham
Mills (Phelps’ earlier wventure, t‘m

maoved [rom Derby to Ansonia), Ansonia
became the Ansonia
Brass and . Eventually

the firm became part of Ansconda

rgs,
The forerunmer of the Farrel

Company, Almon Farrel and Company,
was founded in 1848 to make brass and

iron Other business followed:
Brass, . the rallroads, the Anso.
nia Clock and more.

Ansonian was charted as a bo
within the city of Derby in May 1884, By
1888 the movement for complete inde-
pendence from Derby was growing. Peti-
tions were drawn up and, desplte oqposi-
tion from Derby and Birmingham — not
io mention some Ansonians — the city

ained independence in 1885 In 1833,
ia became a city,

Phelps died on Mov. 30, 1853, well le-
fore Ansonia became n town, but well
after it had become established as a
manulacturing village.

In a sermon on Phelp’s death, the
Rew. Owen Street of the Dicruil
Church in Ansonia said: * village
owes ils very existence and all itz
property under God to him; it bears his
name, and his whole policy in regards 1o
it has made him worthy of our admira-
tian.



ot again make the mines suocessful,
For uncertain reasons, though, it closed
after several years.

This time it was the Mew Reform
Tungsten Company that took up shovel
and pick mxe. With the American Tung-
sten buildings still standing, the means
were already in place for another plunge
for tungsten

According 1o local history, Mew Re-
form did manage (o find tungsten and
sell it commercially for several years
until it started 1o have financial prob-
lems.,

In 1906 the plant, valued ot bepween
$250,000 and £300,000, was destroyed by
fire, & blaze which local history buffs be-
lieve may have been deliberately sef.

Hew Reform showed no interest in
reviving the mines after the fire, and
laxes the company owed the town went
unpaid, according to Trumiball Historical
Society information. In 1537 the town
took over the El-acre property, and in
1940 it became 01d Mine Park, complete
with aatural swimming pool,

At best, Uhe local mind irdusiry was
a garmble that paid off for {ew while seri.
ously straining the finances of several,
The towm benefited marginally from the
company s use of homegrown workers,
according to local historian Willinm Leo-
podd, but other than that, the mines did
little for the local economy.

The mines have beem much more
lutrative as a source of geodogical infor-
mation and ressarch. In the late 17000s,
residént Benjamin Silliman, a Yale
University professor, identified &5
minerals that are still being plucked 300
years |ater Mmclm In addi-
tion, the lirst find of topaz in
THm-lhh-:tﬁ'ntﬂl:a was reporied to be in

rumbull’s mines, sccording 1o gemolo-
gist George Kunz

Leopold reports that although no
minerdls may be taken oul commer-
clally now, rockhounds are welcome to
explore the mine area st the intersection
of Route 111 and Main Street. The town's
Park Commission and Historical Society
even provide maps, and wvisitors may
keep whal they find.

Leopold says the prospect of finding
semi-precious stones and Indian arti-
facts is still very real, But is there gold
in them thar hilks?

Answers Leopold: “God only knows
whr-u: comes from the bowels of the
earth,

i i
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Commerce reborn in L.1. Sound

mmﬁhtm1mmmwm,mm of
Bridgeport Public Library. ¥

The upper wharves of Black Rock at the foot of Brewster Street around the turn of the century. Courtesy of Bridgeport Public I-lbi'..
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By BOB ZARNETSKE

ysiering and commercial
Hahm.gg from B

and Black Rock harbors
were major industries for

the area in the late 1800s
and carly 1900s,

Obd zailing oyeter biats were familiar
sites off Bridgeport shores, and vessels
drﬂ,Fma nets through the waters off the
Park City shores wers frequently seen at
the twrn of the century.

Fleets of lishing vessels moved east-
ward on Long Island Sound to Stoning-
ton, where a large Nleet of bottom-fishing
trawlers now have their home port.

As mew industry moved into Bri
port, and harbor facilities for fishing
vessels were replaced with docks for
large freight and coal carrying vessels,
the fishing boais all bui disappeared
from thi: walers of Long Island Sound off
Bridpeport.

In the early 1900s remained
a major industry mwﬂm!mu
shoreline, and the old sailing oyster
boats were replaced by large diesel-
powered craft that operated throughout
the Sound during the 1550,

Oyster and fishing dock facilities

dhufﬁlﬂd from Bridgeport and Black
Rock harbors unil] lasi year,

In 1982 a commercial fish “'packing-
out" plant was constructed at the city-
ownisd marina on Burr Creek atl the
narth end of Black Rock Harbor.

The city marina for pleasure boats
was leased to Black Rock resident Kaye
Willkams, whose lobstering experiences
educated him in the need for commercial
facilities for lobatermen and fishermen
who catch botiom fish in western Long
Iskand Sounsd.,

Boxing and ki fncilities
WETE almghmll.. ﬁ 'I:I:HE-:::H a1 Cap-
tain's Cove is now one of the busiest
docks in Connecticut. Often as many as

_ &ix boats can be seen &t one time unload.

ing lobster, cod, and founder for pack-
ing and delivery to the Fulton Fish Mar-
ket in New York.
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Unimaginitive men stifled Simon Lake

By ROBERT C. BLELARD

I was a balmy afternoon, Aug.

20, 1921, when about 5,000

speciators crammed the shore.

lime by the Lake Torpedo Boat

Company at the foot of Seaview
Avenoe, near the mouth of Johason's
Creck

They were there, as they had come
before, to waich the Latest Lake subma-
rine being launched. But unlike other
launchings, there were no bands playing
cheery Sousa marches, and no singers

At hall-past noon, with the words
“rood luck and Godspesd,™ the wife af a
Lake executive smashed a boiile of
champagne againgt the subs prow, The
A20:-food 5-51, the largest submarine of its
tarme and (thee Last of four such subs the
Lake Company would supply to the
Mavy, slowly slipped info the water

As it did, everal humdred homing pi-
peons were released al onde in a burst of
winped wonder

The birds were a Nashy touch, added
nd doubt by the (ashy and flamboyan
Simon Lake, imventor and manulacturer
of the even-keel sub. He probably can-
celed the miusic thinking it would detract
from the effect of the pigeans,

The birds weren't entirely designed
for Nash, kowever, Fach was tralned ta
“home in" on 8 senabor, congressman,
or naval official, bringing the message
Lake had iaped to their legs:

Submarine 5-51 successfully
launched today; last of her type. Now
ready for new construclion which we be.
lieve Congress will provide,"

Bui the message was in vain, The 551
was the lasi big submarine Lake would
ever baild.

Throughout his life as the world's
foremost submarine expert, Lake main
tained that subs were more safe than
surface ships and had many polential
applications. But the world had newver
caught on (o the kea

Submarines — especially German
submarines — had played a key and
sinister robe in the horror and destrmec.
tion that marked (he “Great War™ —
World War.l. The war was still a shock-
ing and bloody memory in 1521 America.

There would be no more subs built for
somié time, and none for trade, as Lake
was to later recall with disappointment.

“We had a plant which cost over §2
million and we didn't owe a cend," Lake
told a reporter in 1939, “Then the disar-
mament conferences came. We thought
we Were going o have universal peace,
g0 we stopped bullding warships, We
waited for a long time for orders, and
thén we had to close up. "

For the meddy-laced inventor and en-
treprengur, who bore a resemblance in
spirit a5 well as looks to Teddy Roose.
well, the demise of the Lake Torpedo
Boat Company did not become the per-
somal tragedy which might have scarmed
a weaker man for life,

As it turned out, Lake was 10 remain
a prominend citizen, a respected head-
lime maker until his death in 1945, Simon
Lake, more than any other single indi-
vidual is credited with the invention of
the modern submarine,

Lake was born a strapping red-
headed boy on Sepd. 4, 1568 in Pleasant-
wille, M_J, He up when American
ingenuity and imcention seemed capable
of conquering any frontier or problem.

Lake boasted of having taken apart,
al age 9, his grandmother's sewing ma-
chine and putting it back together. His
life was altered permanently however,
when at age 11, he read Jules Verne's
novel 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea,™
The story of the lantastic journey made
Lake dream of undersea baats,

In 1881, Lake drew plans lor a litile
wooden submarine, like a flati-
rom and powered by a rank. The
key feature of Lake's Argonaut, as he
calied i, was that i used lanks of air
that were fooded 1o submerge the crall
?mi then refilled with air 1o make it sur-
ane,

Lake later boasted that the crude de.

" |
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The launching of Lake Torpedo Boat's R-21 submarine |
Courtesy of Bridgeport Public Library.

sign comtaimed clements of ““every
important development in submarining
the past century has seen.

He continued to dream and (o design
subs as he worked in his father's Mew
Jersey Toundry.

In 1852, the L5, Navy began to adver-
tise bids for submarines. At the urging of
his wile, Lake submitted plams for his
second Argonaut, & 36-fool baat powened
by a 3 horsepower molor, Lake was
nafve of Washington politics and could
nod get his plans, which he fell were su-
perior, before the proper authorities.

Snubbed, he wenl o New York two
raise private capital for the wenbure,
only 1o find a cold shoulder there, [oo.

“In may be that the simplicity of my
plans for a submarine — their absolute
lucidity — frightened the moneyed men |
a ched,” Lake wrole, adding with a

losophical note: *If | had been wiser
in the ways of the world, | might have
mied @ little mombo-jumbs with my
logarithms, ™

With money borrowed from relatives,
Lake bukli his first submarine, a 14-foot
affair made of pine and smearsd with
tar to seal it. He dubbed it the Argonaut
Junior, The boal had to be paddled on
the sarface, bul on the boltom, it was
powered by a hand-cranked wheel and
scurried around like a car.

Lake described his frustration with
hav 8 warkl sub, yet not being
heard by the hur:Eu:uugl Washimgion.

1 tooled around the Chesapeake Bay
bottom. . a5 though | were in a coach-
and-four on Long [sland roads, and no
naval man would listen o my story."” ,

Finally able to conwince investors of
the soundness of his plans, be obtained
encugh money (o linance the construc.
tion of the M-loot Argonaut, which was
built at the Columbia Iron Works in
Baltimore, Md., and launched in 1857,

Although no ather submarine had
shiown its abilities to run both above and
below the surface, Lake took his Ar
maul on a8 groeling 1,000 mile voyage t
proved to the world the validity of his
ideas. When be completed the vayape
and was sale and sownd in Mew York
Harbor, Jubes Viemes cabled congratula-
Lions:

“While my book was entirely a work
ol imagination, my conviciion is that all
I said in it will come to pass. A thousand-
mile voyage in your submarine is evi-
dence of this."'

Despite the swccess, Lake could not
get the Mavy to consider his design.
Later, he refused an offer of £3 million in
gold bonds. (rom the government of Cuba
for the ship.

Lake continued to conduct public
demonstrations of the Argosaut, which
was outlitied with a trap door from

o
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Simon Lake, courtesy of Bridge-
port Public Library.

which he could pluck oysiers, shelilish
and other treasures from the sea bed.
One such demonsiration led him to
Bridgeport in 1904,

Why Lake eventually settled and
formed his commpany in this city was
never mentioned in his autoblography or
other documents, but be said the
tion the cilizems gave him and his
subsrigrine towched his heart.

With Bridgeport as his base of opera-
tion, Lake ran a successhul salvage
operation with his Argonaut.

The second real sub Lake built was
the Protector, 65 feet long and designed
for coastal defende. The ship was con-
structed "on a city dock in back of the
Eas house on the Pequonnock River.™ Al
though the Protector performed Maw-
lessly in trials in Newport, B.1, politics
prevented Lake from oblaining & con
tract for them from the Mavy,

It was Russia, embrodled at the time
in a war with Japan, which became
Lake's first big customer. They bought
the Protector for $250000, and con-
iracted for Lake to bulld five more in
Rusgia for the same price.

ThesRussians made Lake an offer to
run (he entire ship-bai plant an
Revel, with 550 million i capital to
develop a whole fleet. He eventually re-
Tused, however, because of his contempt
lor thé moral climate there,

Im 1910 Lake bid for a submaripe con-

rom ils Seaview Avenue yard July 10, 1918.

tract for the U5 Navy. He won it, but
was i Ausiria at the time and was
forced 1o design his 5-4, the Seal, in only
two weeks. [l performed flawlessly, and
the Mavy ordered several. The ball
finally seemed 1o be rolling for the Lake
Torpedo Boat Co.

But Lake's life was filled with stories
of refused or missed opportunities, While
he built mighty warships, he always be.
lieved the peaceful use of the submarine
offered greater potential. In 1918, a Ger-
man freight company built two carge
carrying submarines, the Deulschland
and the Bremen, which subverted Brit-
ish blockades during World War 1. The
Deutschland’s captain confided that they
were copied alter Lake's design.

Simon Lake settled in Millord, where
he cwned & large, stately house on Mil-
ford Green, The war brought with it
much proaperity for Lake. But the finan-
cial tides turmed with the launching of
the 5-51 in 1921, The commercial subema-
rine business never took hold, and no
other company betides the German one
which built the Bremen had ever shown
interest in Lake's design again.

The company cloged shof about 1934,
although Lake continued to speculate,
Barildinig small subs for his own wses and
wEniUres.

In the 1930s, he lost a fortune on a sal-
m"‘l.l‘.il'i '-I'Eﬂi'lll:l imvalving & small subma.

conneciod 0 a 1

nally, ke had inmﬂudm‘l:rmm %
bullion from sunken ships. including the
Lusitania, A scheme to raise § million
in gold from the Hussar, which sank n
1780 in Mew York Harbor, flopped when
& salvage operation yielded only a hand-
ful of coins,

~ Near-bankruptcy forced Lake to sell
his stately house on Milford Gresn and
mirve inko humbler quarters a few blocks
away,

In 1939, the City of Bridgeport fore
closed on the Lake Torpedo Boat
Company property lor hack taxes.

Buf the inventor kept on dreaming.
During World War 11, when supply ships
Lo the Allies were being sunk al & record
clip, Lake was a consultani to Pres.
Franklin [0, Roosevelt. Citing the suc.
cess the Germans had had during World
War | at sneaking th blockades,
Lake proposed that the U5, build a giant
Meet of immense cargo subs.

The plan was refused by men who —
a3 before — had litthe imagination.

Simon Lake died in St. Vincent's
Hospital in 1945 at the age of 79 A giam
in submarining, an immensely popular
and ingightfol man, be is vinually un-
lersown today.

In 1968, the Seaview Avenue complex
of the ol the old Lake Torpeds Company
wis razed to the ground. )
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BRIDGEPORT
POST

on completing

100 YEARS

of service to the
Greater Bridgepurl
Community

REMINGTON ARMS COMPANY, Inc.
939 Barnum Avenue, P.0. Box 1939, Bridgeport, Connecticut 06601

Congratulations to

THE BRIDGEPORT POST
on its
100th ANNIVERSARY.

MERIT Insurance

955 MAIN STREET, BRIDGEPORT « 367-5328
BILL FLYNN
BILL MULLANE
BILL CARROLL

Lloyd Lumber salutes The Post
in this its centennial year!

Whatever you need to
get your home shipshape
We'll help you get it done!

500 KINGS HIGHWAY

FAIRFIELD

ROUTE 1
WESTPORT

PHOME 255-0483

b.
-g 55 ROUTE 1
‘ .‘h‘} y NORWALK

m WERE OPEN SUNDAYS 9 a.m. To 3 pm.

Congratulations
on 100 years
of Headlines,
Deadlines, and
Service to our
Communities.

Bank the §ne nayw, way.
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CONGRATULATIONS
anﬂ
CENTENNIAL

Central

Central Rigging & Contracting Corporation
252 Depot Rd., Milford, CT « 878-3535

Specialists in

L Equupmem‘ Installation

_J
i
Thanks
And Congratulations On Our
Centennial To Our Half-Century Employees.
We Owe A Great Deal To All 0f You.
Clyde T. Oppel 1918
Rose L. Walker 1921
Alfred J. Carrano 1926
James E. Lesko 1929
Fred Vercini 1929
Edward G. Maloney 1930
Thomas F. Andes 1932
E. Fred King 1932
Vincent Gilligan 1933
Alfred R. Mathewson 1933
William J. Walsh 1933
%@3 Post Publishing Co.
%53.19%

CONGRATULATIONS
FROM

Honeywell INC.

"THE ENERGY MANAGEMENT
SPECIALISTS™

HARTFORD — 549-3800
MILFORD — 877-6014

TEMPERATURE CONTROL, AUTOMATION,
FIRE, SECURITY & MECHANICAL
SYSTEMS MAINTENANCE

—~ LA 1 LN Igtergse o888 e

tunﬂi:ﬂ': NO. 1 JEA" SI’ﬂlIES

Salutes

The Bridgeport Post on Its
Iﬂﬂth ANNI VERSAR Y'

A - L T,

HHII'DIIHIIEI{S FOR TOP DESIGNER JEANS!

* JORDACHE
o ALESSIO

o JESSE

« BON JOUR
o TALE LORD

« FIORUCCI
 SERGIO

o LEE

* NIKE

o CANDIES

A CUT ABOVE THE REST!
AR AR T

ROUGH CUT #2

1461 Boston Post Road
Milford, CT

8TT7-8682

ROUGH CUT# 1

572 Main Street
Monroe, CT

261-3365
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Congratulations to

THE BRIDGEPORT POST
on its 100th Anniversary

The Staff at CSI would like to thank the Post Publishing

Company for converting to a CSI Video Classified Ad
Publishing System.

They are now able to pass on to the advertiser the
benefits of computerization by providing;

» Better accuracy and speed in their service

* More accuracy in measuring the size and price of their
ads.

* Less time spent on the phone. They keep 14 day files
of previous ads run and billing information.

CS1

Composition Systems, Inc.

570 Taxter Road, Elmsiord, Mew York 10523 / 914.592.3600
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Bridgeport Hydraulic Company workers tunneled 7,100 feel below
the solid rock of anﬂ'!- Mountain on the Easton-Weston town line 1o
connect the Saugatuck and Aspeluck ressrvoirs in the 19308 and
1940s. Courtesy of Bridgeport Hydraulic Company

Crew al work on the huge gears of the old Stratford Avenue draw-
bridge in 1917.
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Pile drivers sirike an heroic stance during construction of the Conneclicut Turnpike in
Bridgeport in 1956. Post photo by Al Mathewson

¥

Women assemble bullets at Remington Arms c.1917. National Archives pholo, courtesy of
Remington Arma and Bridgeport Public Library.

PRICRR E G B 09 sl sl AL Wl nima v o

Frinkia Pia Company workam post lof a group shol oulside thek
hakoery in the 153068 Courliesy o Brdgepan Pubili Liboany

Rickard & Sons Trucking team on Housslonic Avenus oulside The
Hilton Machine Tool Company, now Produc o Machines Courtesy of
Bridgeport Pubdic Library

Craftamen assemble luzury Locomobile coaches ¢ 1912 Courtesy
of Bridgeport Puble Libiary.
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Congratulations to

THE BRIDGEPORT POST

the area’s leading newspaper

on the occasion of its

100th anniversary . . .

from Sikorsky Aircraft,
the world’s leading

helicopter manufacturer.

UNITED

N2 TECHNOLOGIES
e J SIKORSKY
AIRCRAFT
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BRIDGEPORT POST CENTENNIAL, February 7, 1983

Congratulations

from

1620 POST ROAD EAST
WESTPORT, CONN.

Between Exits 18 and 19

259-5261
e Have Served The Public With

A Part of Your Community
Past & Present

Salutes

The Bridgeport Post
on Its 100th Anniversary

IDGEPORT POST B
| CONGRATULATIONS ON 100 YEARS |

C&W UNLIMITED

745 ROUTE 17 NORTH

Congratulations to

The Bridgeport Post
on 100 Years of

Community Service

) .
__STRATFORD(CLUB _

Racquetball ¢ Health Club ¢ Nautilus

Watson Blvd., next to Valle's
. Exit 30 off 1-95
Stratford, CT 378-2211

Satisfaction For Over 30 Years.

_ POST ROAD, I

WESTPORT, CONN.

HOME of the
WORLD
CHAMPIONS
IDGEPORT

dai-ali -

The Bridgeport Post
on its 100th Anniversary

Exit 28 Conn. Tpke., Bpt. — Jai Alai Season
Continues Through May 4, 1983.

In recogrition
of a j0b well done...

. . . all of us at Carpenter congratulate
The Bridgeport Post

for 100 years of service to our community.

In the years that Carpenter Steel has been

manufacturing specialty steels in Bridgeport,

we have come to appreciate

The Bridgeport Post and Telegram

as informative and entertaining newspapers,

sharing our mutual interest in the community.

Best wishes for continued success

in your second century.

CARPENTER TECHNOLOGY
CARPENTER STEEL DIVISION « BRIDGEPORT, CT 06607
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1845 scrap drive al Chance Vought, which manufactured the Corsair fighter plane . Post photo by John Hayduk. +

The Arsenal of Democracy hums

By TERE PASCONE

unday, Dec. 71941,

O that day more than
4l years ago, while hou-
sands in Bridgeport and
surrounding towns were
blissfully enjoying their tme off from
work, the thunderball struck. Regular
broadcasts were mterrupled, shocking
the nation and the world with ihe news
that Pear] Harbor in Hawail had been at-
tacked by the Japanese,

It was called by President Franklin
D. Roosevell “a day which will live in
infamy.” The attack siunned the nation,

equally fervent.

It was & patriolism so strong that
upn;mltl - Dhec !I;Tdﬂ inst
ga ipan on - dganst
Germany and ltaly om Dec. 11, there
emerged a wave of emotion in which the

And almost overnight, lifestyles
changed. Factories began extensive hir-
in. Chance

discover how it worked. General Elec-

sion ity (o a boom lown. The number of
workers on reliel dropped (0 a record
low, Labor poured in by busloads from
Danbury, where the haiting industry was
seasonal and declining. Workers came
from other the towns and from across
state limes, boosting the population of the
cily as the defense industries grow.

Rooming houses filled and many
families rented spare rooms (o the labor.
érs. Low.income housing was built 1o
accommodate them. Millions were spent
to build Success Park, Stomybrook Vil
lage, Canaan Village and other housing

4.8

Womén began finding their place in
manufacturing — “Rosie the Riveter”
appeared on the job. They took their
place on the production line, slowly maov-
= '!un'iwld Th:.!j" heipeed - k ll
man L make air-
planes, bullets, parachutes. They drove
buses and worked around the clock.

With the influx and shifting populs.
tion came the need for more and
new roadd in the sewly built-aup paris of
Bridgeport. Woodrow Wilson and
Thomas Honker schools were built, and
an addition was built on Edison School,
all financed by federal and mundcipal

The Army took over the municipal
airport in Stratford and began an
shon program costing more than $1 mil-
lion. It was first used as an Army air
base, and then Chance Vought used it to
test Corsairs.

Suddenly, the knitting business
boomed. People began knitting sweaters
and socks for the boys away (rom home.
As the hélp crunch was felt in the hospi-
tals in Bridgeport, voluntésrs came to
the fore. Classes were conducted for
nurse’s aides, and alter three-month
courses, the aides domated their spare
time to the local hospitals.

A USO sprouted in the obd YWCA ai
1148 Barnum Avenue, manned by volun-
teers who served coffee, doughnuts and
othér snacks to soldiers and sailors who
were either on leave or passing through.

In City Hall, ore of Mayor McLevy's
secrelaries had a map of the South
Pacific islands tacked to the wall. She
followed daily reports of (he Pacific
campaign in the newspaper, moving lit-
e flag pins on the map 10 keep close
witch on the movernents of ber hushand,
who was fighting there,

.Trains, buses, and trolleys were
always jammed with riders. Ration
books were the only way to get

— and sugar, meal, butier colliee.

The butcher was king. Even tires were

rationed. But having the ration coupons
did not necessarily ensure pﬁ:l:hﬁ whal
ome wanted after walting hours in line,

But despite these problems — hard-
ships which were considered miniscule
compared o those of the boys on the
fronts — the people of the Bridgepor
area rallisd 1o help a8 voluflsers if any
way they could. The Red Cross had
afteroon sesshons to fold bandgaes. Alr.
raid warden groups were organioed, with
vodunteers scanning the skies for enemy
erall day and night

Boaters poined the Coast Guard Auxil-

fary, painting their boats grey and belp-
ing to patrol Long [sland Sound. People

owned station wagons enrolled in
the Red Cross emergency ambulance
program. Airraid drills were conducted.

Bundles of food and clothing were
gathersd and sent to ravaged Britain,
Victory sprouted on lawns and
hdz:i . Because lumber was hard to
get, builders used second-hand wood lor
construction. Copper pennies disap-
peared and in their stead came ron anes
which turned black, Area clubs con-
ductid bond drives. [n some high schools
i thee area, industrial ars classes made
parts mnd tools for the armed forces.
Army and Navy E's were awarded to
laciories whose production was consid-
ered excellent. Serap drives were con.
ducted; people saved and fattened cans:
iy E:ﬂbﬂ#d copper wire, aluminum
pois, old lires — anything to help in
the war effort. - E

The City of Bridgeport sulfered. City
emphoyess ket their munbcipal jobs for
more lucrative work in industry, The
lurndver was great, affecting the Police,
Fire, Sanitation, Park and Education de-
partments. AS an incentive, the city gave
bonuses o those who stayed — 100 the
first year plus 3 percent of one's salary;
then $150 bonuses plus & percent. Civil
Service laws were changed, and stand-
ards redaxed. The minimam wage was
I!'-IJ:;ﬂ. and overtime wages were [irst
pa

And 50 it was the war years. [
Was an era :Inrgadmﬂm Tﬂm;hu-.m -
tivity, patriotism, and willing sacrifice,
And lile would never be the same again.
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The Chance Vought FAU Corsair, the “bent wing bird,” was built in  World War II. Chance Vought photo courtesy of Bridgeport Public Li-
Stratford and played a major role in the U.S victory in the Pacific during brary.

‘The F4U Corsair was the area’s pride

By BRIAN J. MURFHY

] pm-dunlm on [gor 5i-
korsky's highly regarded
IL'!' ling amphib-
l-ﬂﬂ planes continued Co
fall during the 153s, par-
enl company United Aireralt (now
United Techmodogles Corp.) toyed with
the idea of closing up the business for
good. Instead, they merged it with
another aircrall company in its stable:
Chance Viought.
Vought, named after its founder,
viastor Chance Milton Vought, was
working on a shipboard lighter for the U,
5 Mavy. Their goal was to place the
smallest airframs ansund the maximam
amount of borsepower possible for a
speedy, slundy aircralft. The result was a
classic — the FAU Corsair.
‘Without a doubt, the Corsair
ity be one of the most versatile aireraft
built by I.I'l%f of the warring nathomns in
Varld War [ On Oet. 1, 1940, the speedy
Corsair, laking off from Bridgeport Air-
port, clocked 404 miles per hour, making

&% Bridgeport first eamed its nicknama, *

it the fastest U 5. lighter bailt (o date,
In time, improvements in the airframe
and in the power plant intreased the Cor-
sair's speed to over 450 mph,

By early 1941, production models
were rolling off the line in Stratford,
with the U.5. Navy and the Marine Corps
grabhing the lon's share, Al first (he
Mavy was reluctant to use the FAU on
carriers. Pilots found the plane’s long
mose hampered visibility during landing

But the Marines put the “bent-wing
birds™ (o good use in the Solomons and
in the sweep across the Pacific, rolling
up substantial scores against the Japa-
nese Mitsubishi Zero. As it tumed out,
the Corsair could consistently outper-
form the Zero fighter in maneuverabllity
and in spedd,

Suill, the admirals barred the Corsair
from the flattops, The British, on the
other hand, used their Corsairs from
carrier decks right from the start, and
with greal success. Inm one of the cracial
actions of the Eu war, a fight of
Royal Mavy rs severely crippled

L

The Arsenal of Democracy,” in

the German batileship Tirpitz in MNor-
way's Alten Fjord, removing it for a
time as a threat to Atlaniic shipping
lanes.

In 154, the admirals relented and the
Corsairs domped arresting hooks and
wend 0 sea. Flying from carriers at sca
and Maripe airstrips by land, the Cor-
sairs flew 031 sorties against the
Japanese targets from late in the Gua-
dalcanal ca until V-1

in MMTNH.,@ 2,14 ]::-l’m air-
crafl shol down agiinst a lods of only 189
Corsairs. One Marine fighter sguadron
tallied 124 victories without losing a sin-
gle pilot. _

As Japanese air opposition became
scarcer, the Fills were given a job o do
as an attack plane. The Marines found it
wellsuited for ¢ of ground
itroops. In general bombing missions, the
single rm,r.hm‘l |.Jll.nl / li.‘hrie:

. Aviator F
um civilian adviser to the
Mavy, rated that the Corsair
could Lift 4,000 pounds of bombs — the
hllﬂwt bomb load ever carried by a

LRl (AR LT (LI Ll (E1TL] e i
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simgle engined craft — and proved that
ithe Corsair could drop them oo, by
bombing Japanese held Wotje sland.

The amaring saga of the Stratford-
built Corsairs extended into the Korean
War, when FAU's of all vintages were
used in quantity to bomb and rocket
communisl-held positions in the baitle
rone. Still showing a nice turn of speed
and maneuverability, a Marine Corps
Corsalr actually shot down a Morth Ko-
rean MIG-13 jet in a doglight, to prove
the paint.

Back home in Stratford, the exploits
ol the “bent-wing birds™ were a source
of enormous pride. Il was an era when
the production line at the Chance Vought
ﬂ“ urnmmesd "h-? and "'I-l“l'l- lelﬂ:hﬂ
thousands of Corsairs for the Allled war
effort. Il was a blow 16 local pride when,
after the war, Chance Vought moved
from Stratford 10 Dallas, Texas, having
separated from Sikorsky. Jobs were lost,
but 30 was a piece of the arca®s heart.
The pride the people of this area ook in
the achievements of the F4U Corsair was
mever losi,

'
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army trucks manufactured by Locomobile. Photo courtesy of Bridgeport
World War | when the city’s factories turned out nearly one third of the  Public Library.

nation’s munitions. Among the locally built products then were Riker



Ann Mayer of Bridgeport in
1844 sent what had to be one of

the longest letters on record to
her favorite serviceman. Post
photo by John Hayduk.

Remington Arma, sarlier Known
as Remingion UMC (Union Matallic
Cartriga), manufactured a machine
gun (balow right) during World War
I. Warner's manufactured 30-fool
long airplane tow-targets (below)
in World War Il. Photos courtesy of

Remington, through Bridgeport
Public Library; and Wamaco.
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Signs of impending global conflict floated in the skies over southweatern Connecticu 830s

t during the 1 &%
the swastika-emblazened zeppelin Hindenburg made its periodic Atlantic crossings. The Hlnr:thq met ita
fiery doom when it exploded while mooring at Lakehurst, N.J., in May, 1937, not long after Sunday Post
photographer Fred Schulze took this picture of the zeppelin over Bridgeport.
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We Wish The Bridgeport Post . . .
Congratulations on 100 Years

Graphic Systems
Division

o

ROCKWELL INTERNATIONAL

. . . Where science gets down to business.

Congratulations
from

I 4
“SINCE 1960" Ire

70 Bridgeport Ave., Devon, CT « 878-4100

— —— —
Congratulations ||
on your lst 100 years ||

may there be 100 more!

UNIVERSAL AUTOMOTIVE

Supply Warehouse

Serving the Public With Great I!
Service & the Right Auto Parts For 8 Yrs." Hi
100 Congress St., Bpt. 333-4136

Just Over The Bridge In Devon

CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE BRIDGEPORT POST |

ON ITS 100th BIRTHDAY

THE MIDDLETOWN PRESS

2 MAIN STREET,
MIDDLETOWN, CONN.

Bunker Ramo
Information Systems

An MLIED Company

...supplier of information
systems to the financial
industries since 1928

salutes

The Bridgeport Post
on its 100th Anniversary

Bunker Roma Inforrmaion Sqsnems

35 Nutreg D
— Trumsbell, O SiS05

You're 1

with us!
Happy 100th!

PERMANENT
SAVINGS

Bhgrrgae FHLIC




Congratulations and best wishes
on your 100th Anniversary.

AHCOREORATE

- 0)/®
. .TI-IE [3 coO.

TELEPHONE (203) 673-0461
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By TERE PASCONE
rom the litile town of
Waterloo, lowa, on Feb,
T, 1M3, there came (o
Bridgeport a couple —
their sell-appointed mis-
S0 [0 spur war production and fo ses
that their five sons, lost the previoas
Movembser in the sinking of the U.5.5 Ju-
neau, had nod died in vain

Ihey were Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Sullivam, and their courage, simplicily
and sincerily won the hearts of all who
saw and heard them

When their five sons said they wanbed
L join Uncle Sam's Navy after war was
declared, they gave their consent. Mrs
Sullivan’s grandlather had fought in the
Livil War on Lookout Mountain, Mr.
Sullivan's four grandparents had immi-
grated from [reland, With that fighting
sparil Behind them, Mr. and Mrs. Sullis
van were sure their sons would emerge
WREE OIS

Then word carme that the Juneau had
been sunk off Guadalcanal by & Japa-
mese sub on Mov. 13 1942 Dazed, the
sullivans lived through those dark days
in uiter dismay. Bul oul of their sormow
ibere rose a defermination (o do some-
thing for their bays, They vowed 1o chal.
tenge delendss workers across the nation
to work harder, 1o avoid absentesism, 1o
buy bonds, 1o save tin cans, 1o vwolunieer,
and 1o donate bBlood 1o help bring the war
to a swift end. The memory of the Five
Fighting Sullivans was their mandate.

It was this message they brought 1o
Bridgeport when they spoke on a llag-
banked platform Lo the day and night
shift workers at Jenking Brothers

Mrs, Sullivan spoke simply and di-
recily

"I want to ask a favor," she said
s for all of us moihers all over the
country, mo just those who hove lost
their boys, but also those who still have
son flighting. Whatever your jobs are, do
them a Hitle betver, m little faster, |

Mr. Sullivan's message was brief

' Ma has said it all. You're doing your
stull, and | "Il keep o patti
}mrhrﬂvﬂmmrd. k pUTHTE

What the Sullivans said paid off as
workers took a pledge that day to work
harder and to strive for perfect attend-
ance, After the speeches, they lustily
cheered the Sullivans and lingered to
shake their hands and ask for aute-
Eruphs

Later that day at the Stratficld Hotel,
where they were staying, the Sullivans
received & caller. He was Li. Roger O'-
Nedl, a Navy doclor, who knew the Sulli-
van boys when he, 100, served aboard the
Juneau, Formerly on the stall of the
Bridgeport Emergency Hospital located
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“The Four Battling Rogers,” (from left) Joseph, James, Louis, and Patrick, were four

brothars

who fought with the Navy during World War . Louis and Patrick were both killed in the sinking of the U.5.5.
Juneau at Guadalcanal in 1942, Courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Rogers of Monroe.

in the obd Wellare Bullding on 'W ashing-
ton Avenue, O'Neil had left the Juneau
an houar before il was sunk, He saw it go
dowm

“1 attefded your son Albert the day |
left the Juneaw,™ the doctor said. “I1 was
for & minor injury,' He also said he
remembered all the boys when (hey at-
tended the ship dances while in port.
“They always had & grand lime,” he
aaid,

After a short rest at the Strathield, the
Sullivans paid a visit to the home of Mr
and Mrs, Thomas F. Fogers, now ol
Monroe, who lived on Edwards Sireet.
They were the parents of the * Four Bat-
thing Rogers™ — Joseph, James, Louis,
and Patrick. They were B
favorite =ons, the latter two of whom
al=o died aboard the Juneau,

Few wonds were spoken, bt the Sulli.
vans asseried (heir courage as they for-

On January 30, 1945, a group
of U.S. Army Rangers from the Gth
Ranger Battalion, led by Lt. Col.
Henry A. Muccl, a Bridgeport na-
tive:, staged whal has been called
one of the mosl daring rescues In
military history. Mucci's 121-man
force infitrated Japanese lines on
the island of Luzon in the Philip-
pines and fread 500 Allled prison-
ers al Cabantavan. The attack
was carried out with such speed
and precision that all 223 Japa-
nése guards ware killed in IS
minutes, with only two Rangers
and nine Filipinog guerrillas killed,
Mot one Allied prisoner was lost,
Five months later, Mucel arrived in
town to visit his mother and was
greated with a hero’s welcome,
complele with parade in his
honor., Thousands turned out to
see the hometown hero, whose
actions were rewarded with the
Distinguished Service Cross.

Rot their own sorrow 0 comfort the
devastated Rogers

As the tears rolled down Mr. Rogers'
cheeks, Mr. Sullivan's eyes watered,
S4ill attired in his overcoat and clutching
his hat, the lowan deew Mr. Rogers o
him. He kissed him on the temple and
beseeched him to buck up

Meanwhile, Mrs. Rogers wept on
Mrs. Sullivan’s shoulder. Although the
boys were her husband's through a
previous marriage, she had brought
them up as hér own

“Kerp your chin up,” Mrs, Sullivan
sakd. “'It's the way our boys would hawve
wanted it. Crying will do you no good,™

And she kizsed Mrs. Rogers on the

cheek.

Back at the Stratfield after the
Rogers visit, the Sullivans had another
visilor, a meek little man with a pleas-
ani face and soft voice.

“I'm Edward McMally,” he said. He
was the father of Edward McMally Jr, of
Anson Street, another Juneau casually.

“I've come to comfort you," he sakd,
“If that's possible, and o tell you how
-w.d-eh rful and brave wou are fo do all
this. "

The Sullivans weblcomed him,

He told the Sullivans he was working
il Reminglon Arms on the night shilt,
and in answer oo their invitation agresd
o sty for the dinner being given in their
homor a1 the hatel

Mrs, Sullivan showed him a bag bas-
ket of llowers she had received from the
Catholic Daughters of America, She then
excused hersell 1o dress for dinmer while
“Pa" straightensd his tie and shined his
shoes.

“This is the dress | wore when | met
Mrs, Roosevell,” Mrs. Sullivan said
when she refurned, 1 bought it in
Chicago.”' It was a neal black trapunto
edged with white piping around (he neck-
lipie. She wore an orchid seat to her by a
SETVICEMAn

She told McMally how they had
traveded 10 many defernse plants, She
showed him the gifts they had received
the day before from Archbishop Spell-
man al 51, Patrick’s Cathedral in New
York — a silver medal blessed by the
Pope and a gold rosary with pearls. She
told him that a Mass for their sons had
been said at the Cathedral.

On their way to the Stratfield ball
roomm, [hey were led into a little room
where they were presented with a wrist
wilch as a present from Jenkins Broth.
s,

Al the dinner, Gov, Raymomd Bald-
win paid tribute to the Sullivans. He told
them the people of Connecticut were
hﬂr honored and prowd 0 welcome
t .

"As each day goes by, " Baldwin =aid,
“Americans are all coming 0 learn
more and moare whai sacrifice
mieans. . Your great sacrifice and the
noble way in which you have borne your
heart-rending loss are, and will continue
o be, an inspiration o every Ameri-
can. "



During World War |, Bridgeport Mayor Clittord B. Wilson (at right, 00ing off to war in 1917. Al right, the local militia was on the ready.
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left photo) bid farewell at the train station to an unidentified man Photos courtesy of Bridgeport Public Library.

Vietnam: a different kind of homefront

By JOHN F. HEENEHAN

L was a lime of conscience and
conlusion,

Long hair, shorl skirts and
wide ties were . Conformity,
awthority and the Establish.

mien! were owl. Blacks had made their
Ereales) progress since Reconstruction,
the environment was discoversd, sex
wias rocketed from the closet and a
lengthy period of national affluence
mde idealism alfordable,

The “baby boom* generation had
come of age and only needed a cause to
rally around — and found it in the Viet-
nam War,

The late 1960s 10 early 1970s was a
peried of social turbulence — euphemis.
tically called unrest. It was perhaps the
later months of 1988 and first few of 1970
when this unresi peaked. The events of
these days are as much a local story as a
natkonal one,

More than one million peaple turmed
oul nationwide Oct. 15, 1969 for the Mora-
lonum — & wellorganized demonsira-
tion mgainst 1.5, involvement in the war
i Southeast Asia

In Conmecticut, 55,000 people partici-
W!P‘RI In antiwar demonsirations at 35
locations, About 30,000 turmed owt at the
largest rally in the state, at the MNes
Haven Green,

Here at home, a “unity concert™ was
held al Seaside Park early that day,
drawing about 1,200 people, mostly
Liniversity of Bridgeport students. Abouat
T of these later marched o the U5
Courthouse on Lalayvette Boulevard,
chanting ““peace now' and ofbher anliwar
slogans.

A few words were spoken al Che court-
house, candles were lighted and a
wreaih lelt before the crowd dispered —
a lairly standard statement against the
war

AL the time, Police Supt. Joseph A
Walsh called ihe demonstrators “ladies
and gentiemen,” adding that “the peace
protesi was peaceful

Later that day. abouat | 000 students
gathered at Sacred Heart University's
soccer field for a candlelight ceremony
and to hear the Mosi Bev, Walier W
Curtis, bishop of Bridgeport. Curtis
urged that war be outlawed, certainly a
lofty poal

Even before the day's evenis were
fully under way, Vice President Spiro
Agnew and GOP Senate leader Hugh
Scott claimed the Communisis were ex.
ploiting the antiwar movement.

During hiz speech, Curtis ook a mio-
ment 10 deny that the Moratorium was a
“Red plot," a view that held significan
sSuppori

Bridgeport Mayor Hugh €. Curran de
nounced the prolestors as a ““vocal
minorty." He ignored the foact that the
Moratorium was the larges) demonstra-
tion of its kind in the nation®s history.

LCurran’s remarks were made during
the 215t anniversary of the Bridgepor

Ceidd Snar Mothers — a group of mathers
with sons or daughters who had been
killed during any of the 2kh Century
wars imvolving the United States, Ironi-
cally, a short distance away, 30 mothers
pushing babysirollers demonstrated

against L5, involvement in Vietnam.
The war continued as life went on

And so did deathk. 1.5, coasualiies 1opped
3000 as the '8l ended. About 17,000
more were 0 die before the United
States withdrew from the war,
Digcontent became more apparent os
demonsirations became increasingly
more common. And not just against the
war. Numerous demonsirations, riots
even, ook place in the city, especially at
Father Panik Village, P.T. Barmum
Apartments and in the East Side,

Perhaps the worst risd oocurred May
3, 1571 when an estimated B0 p-mfl-_-
rioted in the Enst Main Street area fol-
lwing the arrest of a leader of the
Young Lords, a local and militant Hi-
spanic gang, and dispossession of the
group’s Easi Side headquariers.,

Two stores were [irebombed and the
windows of a doren more were smashed
as police, brandishing nightsticks and
automatic rifles tried to disperse the
mob and restore order, Twelve people
were injured and 16 arrested that day,

On May | of that year, abowt 2,500 Ma-
tional Guardsmen joined 3060 Mew Haven
palice while Abbie Hoffman, Jerry Rubin
and other leaders of the anti-war move.
ment spoke before about 7,000 demon-
strators near Yale University. Holfman
and Rubin, fresh from their infamous
Chicago 7 trial, carme 1o suppori Bobby
Seale and sevién other Black Panithers an

trial in New Haven for kidnapping and
murder

Sparse class attendence was recorded
at Fuirfield University an April 22, 1970
after the student government there
called for the redignation of the schoal
president, the Rev. William C. Mclnnes.

The students demandesd a (ripartite
form of school adminlstration — mean-
ing the students would be granted equal
day along wih the administragion and
faculty in running the Jesuit university

Mclnnes was the target of the sio-
dents because, among other things, he
was blamed for the cancellation of
scheduled concerts by rock performers
the Doors and Jobhn Sebastian and the
Lovin® Spoonful. It was bad enough when
school administrators attempted to bar
Jane Fonda from speaking om campus,
but 1o Block the appearance of such emi-
nent rock stars struck at the very foun
dation of college social Life.

Mclnnes was also “'the most visible
symbol of authority at the university,”
aaid the students

After 10 days of striking classes —
abdentésism ran as high as 75 peroent —
the stndents voted 850 to 230 o end the
protesi. The price (o the administration
was an increased student membership
on the school"s Board of Trustees and the
Administrative Board,

On April 30, 1970, President Minon an-
mounced that U5, lorces had invaded
Cambodian and the predominantly
student-run antiwar movement shifted
into high gear. Students rallied nation-
wide, slepping up the tactics ol conl ron-
tation amd wiolence.

Alter several days of terbulence,
inexperienced MNational Guardsmen {ired
inta a group of protestors at Ment State
University in Ohio, killing four students
and wounding several more. Many of the
victims were innocent bystanders

Flashing the peace sign, students protesting U.5. incursion into
Cambodia occupy Fones Hall at the University of Bridgapart on May 8,
1970. Students held five buildings on campus for two days. Post file

phaolo,

Campuses from California 1o Con-
necticul rallied and called for a national
“strike protesi™ of classes. The move
would free students from classes uatil
Movember so they could work lor anti-
war candidaies running in the fall elec-
T1on,

About 437 colleges and universities —
about M percent of the nations tolal —
chsed down or were om strike for the
final weeks of the spring semester,

On May 8, about students oocu-
pled five buildings at the University of
Bridpeport (o protest the war, Students
moved rades, mattresses, carons of
miilk, potats chips and peanut butter into
the occupied bulldings,

They vacated the bulldings (wo days
later, bat effectively shut down the cam-
pus for two more days. The undversity
dropped court proceedings it had begun
against the students and granted them
complele amnesty.

Mot all of UB's 9,00 students
endorsed the strike. About 2,000 students
signed petitions circulated by a newly
formed group calling itself “Students for
Classes" wurging resumption of normal
academic activities

Students there were eveniually al-
lowed 1o follow their conscience regard-
ing class aulendence without having their
grades penalized. It was a victory for the
antiwar activisis.

Following the example of UB st
dents, about 150 of their counterparts at
Fairfield University took over the
administration building and another on
May 13 in support of the strike. They
abandoned the ikdings after two d.;u:,.':.
and court injunctions sought by the
school were dropped, -

S5acred Heart University was one of
the few schools in the state to oppose Che
strike as students there rejected it by a
677 1 B el

About 8 students, apparently not con-
tent with campus takeovers, blocked
bath sides of the Merritt Parkway in
Fairfield with their cars in eary May in
protest oo e war, They wene shooed
away by state police alter about 40
T

The lorces of loyalty weren't without
their own demonsirations: they were
just much quicter and harder o find
Thousands, lor example, watched the
state's “Loyalty Day Parade™ May 3 in
Danbury, led by Gov, John M. Dempsey,

From the begining of U.S. involve
ment in southeas! Asia until the fall of
Saigon in April 1075, American govern
ment leaders struggled (o convinge thedr
countrymen that the war was winnable
and that victory was just aver the hari-
2O,

Oy the televizion program, “Face the
Mathon,” Spire Agnew cliimed in early
May 1970 that the MNorth Vietnamess
wiere all bar licked. Alter heanng this re-
frain for the past several years, Ameri-
cans were finally beginning to sense that
this claim of impending viclory was
mare faniasy than fact
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V-J Day, Aug. 14, 1945: A sallor and a woman embrace amid revelers
at Main and State streets in Bridgeport, while (below) a crush of revel-
&rs jam the intersection. Post pholos by John Hayduk.
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Revelry and reflection

The following is a Bridgeport Post
editorial of Aug. |5, 1945, one day after
v.J Day.
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LEADERS

P.T. Barnum leaves a rich legacy

By LEONARD E. GILEERT

T. Barmum dressed as

usual and rested the

moming of April & 1651

He spent the day at home

and was visited by his
physician, who five months earlier had
diagnosed “oongestion of the brain™ in
hiz patient. After a quiet alternoon, Bar-
num becamae restless during the evening
and had a very bad night, On April 7, the
man whi had spread minth across half
the face of the globe and who had given
=0 musch of himsell to the Bridgeport
community passed into a sleep from
which bé never awoke

The news of Barmum's death resulied
in worldwide expressions of sorrow
Newspapers devoled entire pages o e
views of the career, Courage, enterprise,
and business acumen al the man whose
name befl on Bridgeport an imprint so
pervasive and profound that many facets
of city life still are influenced by him
nearly 100 years after his death

Called the greatest of greal showmen,
Barnum was a civie leader in his
adopted hame of Bridgeport. He was one
of its best known citizens — a politician
and philanthropist whowe good works
coniinue o bless the city

He was born in Bethel on July 5, 1810
Although his early lile was spent in
Bethel and Danbary, i was Bridgepaort
that Barnum chose to be his home after
he had anlained wealth as a suecessiul
showman in New York City, He desired a
residéence putside of the growing metrop-
olis where his family oould enjov &
quieter atmosphers, The Bridgepon of
U mil-19th Century was his chosce,

During his successful years he owned
an imposing Mew York City residence on
Fifth Avenue at 3h Street. But the four
homes he built and ocoupied in Bridge-
port over the years truly were mansions,
each with & name he had chosen,

The first was Lindencrofi, built on
Fairfield Avews in the West Emd, then a
sparsely popaliied area still dotted with
farms.

When Barmum decided his Tamily
needed more space, he selected a site
facing Seaside Park, and there he had
Wakdemere consiructed. Ever seeking
ihe exotic, Barnum soon decided he
winted a more elegant residence, and
the spectacular [ranisian was the resuli
Built in 1846 near the Waldemere site,
Iranistan soared with sky.piercing
Byzantine spires and towers. [f was
based on an ormate pavilion at the sea-
share resort of Brighton, England, which
Barnum had visited on one of his Euro
pean trips

Waldemere was torn down when [ran-
istan was completed, butl [ranisian was
doomed 1o a more tragic fate: it burmed
to the ground on Dec. 18, 1857, The apes.
tacular struciure served as the Barmum
family home only 11 years

Still antracted by the cooling breepes
off Long Island Sound, Barnum con-
structed another mansion {acing Seacide
Park. This home — Marina — was where
e diestd

Im later years a parl of Marina was
detached and was floated across the har-
bor 0 Lordship where it is now the home
of actress Mancy Marchand, The e
mainder of Maring existed a2 a dwelling
unlil the University of Bridgeport estab-
lished its campus along Seaside Park in
the 196505, Marina became sucoessively a
college dormitory, then a college office
bunbding. In the 1960z, it was demolished
vy make way for constmaction of a mod-
ern college building.

Once setlled in Bridgeport, Bamum
became & promunent ligure in the com-
mumnity. He helped establish and was a
maper siockholder of the I-"q:q_u{.-nm;-:h_

P.T. BARNUM

Bank, a foreranner of the Conmectical
Mationa| Bank. He was the bank's first
president, serving from 1851 unthl 1556
He was the first president of Bridgeport
Hospital, holding that office from 1878
until his death, He was a member of the
Connecticut General Assembly in the
186566 and 18TH-T9 terms

In 1875 Barnum ran fof mayor and
was elected by a margin of 141 votes. In
his inaugural sddress, his most starting
admonition te the city fathers was that
“Honesty is the best policy.” The ad-
dress extolled at great length the natural
and physical assets of the city as he val-
wied them. He sefved 4 one-year lerm as
mayor and declined renomination, al
though it was likely hé would have been
re-elected easily.

The geographical layout of the East
Shie was his plan, a real estate venture
unmatched by any other local developer,
Some ol the sires! names were desig.
nated by Barmum, including the main
east-west roule — Barmum Avenue —
which perpeteates his family name
Oiher sireets were named for his family
miembers, including Hallett, his first

.--r'-'ﬂ"""-r-.

wile's family name; Caroline and Helen,
named for daughters; and Hurd, named
for the lamily of & son-in-law.

Bridgeport i5 known as the Park City
because ol the early dedication of space
1o park purposes, including Seaside Park
of the shorefront and Washingion Park
in the East Side. Both tracts were the
gifts of P.T. Barnum

Moundain Grove Cemelery was a
commercial propect Barmum established
for profit, although his deep religious
conviclions may have played a par in
his decision to establish a cemetery. He
and members of the Barnum family, i
cluding & nurmber of his descendants, are
buried there.

Opposite the imposing Barnum
family monument i8 the statue of Tam
Thumb, a native Bridgeporter who be-
cami world-famous with the help of Bar.
num shiremanship. Tom Thumb per.
formances in Barnum's Museum in Mew
York City and on fours in the Umited
States and abroad helped build Bar-
muim’s foriune which at the time of his
death was estimated al 55 million, an im-
mense sum lor that period. Bamum®s
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Ever tha showman, Barnum herded seweral slephants and hun-
dreds of citizens onto the new Stratford Avenue bridge in 1888 to
demonstrate s strength. Barnum is the white-haired man just right
of center. Courtesy of the Bridgeport Public Library.

showmanship also made Tom Thumb a
wealthy min.

While Barnum's name is associaled
most often with the circus, he found
fame and fortume in oxhibit halls and
traveling, shows that bore no resem.
blance to today's circus under the big
top. [ was not until 1E0, when he was
&0, that he began shaping the contempo-
rary circus world. He organized a tour-
ing circus that evalved through growih,
mergers, and changing concepts into the
Barnum & Bailey Circus, now known as
the Ringling Bros., Barnum and Bailey
Circus.

The Barmum and Bailey Circus had
s winter quariers lor many years in
Bridgeport's South End. It was (he scene
of two disasterous lires; afier the sec-
ondl, in the 1920°s, it was moved 1o Sara
sola, Fla., where the Ringling family
had & palatial residence. A year later the
winier quariers were moved a few miles
south to Venice, Fla., its present home,
where its buildings are visible to
pazsers-by on the main highway through
that city

Barmum's final year of life was an ac-
five one as he conlinsed personally o
supervise all of his business interests de-
spite deteriorating health. Then, in
Movember, 1880, he was siricken with
whal his physicians diagnosed as “con-
gestion of the brain.” Alter throe weeks,
he began a slow recovery, bal medical
experts told his family that his illness
wis lerminal

In his linal months, ke spent much
lime resiing in his Bedroom, where he
coubd ook out the window across Seaside
Park to Long lsland Scund, and 1o the
faint line of Long island on the horizon.

Diespite his iness, he displayed his
usuial generosity in the year-end holiday
senson. Al Thanksgiving, he presented a
parsomage to the Church of the Re-
deemer, of which he had been a mem-
ber. In the Chrisimas season he made
gifts 1o widows and orphans, to the ill
and the poor. He domated liberally 1o
various organizations aiding the needy in
Bridgeport

One of Barmum®s final acts, charae.
teristic of his philanthropic interesis,
was to sign, on March 16, 1831, the con-
tract for construction of a building which
was [0 be the home of the Bridgeport
Scientilic, Historical, and Medical Soci-
#lies. He provided the site and the con-
struction lunds, bat e did not live to see
the start of the handsome brownstone
structure al Main and Gilbert Strests
which now is cocupied by the Bamum
Museum

Death came quietly and painlessly
Barnum's widow, Nancy Fish Barmum,
in o posthumous chapter she added 1o
Barmum's autobiography, wrole that he
never gave up hipe of regaining good
health. He would not speak of the possi.
bility of his own impending death, but he
expressed his philosophy on death with
this comment: It is o good thing, a
beautiful thing, just as much so as life;
amed it is wrong o grieve aboul it and to
book on it as an el "

His former ¢ircus pariners, James A
Balley, James L. Hulchinson, and W W
Cole, commissioned a memorial to Bar-
mum. [0 was to be o statue of the Great
Showman seated in @ great chair. The
statise was created by the American
sculptor, Thomas Ball, and was unveiled
on July 4, 1833, It remaing a landmark in
Seaside Park, facing Long Island Sound
as if continuing 1o look far over land and
sea imto the future, [t is & constant re-
minder of a great figure in history whose
businéss wias (o offer happiness,

Engraved on the base of the statue is
one of Barmum's precepts: * Praise God
and be ma "

He always did, and he always was.



Young Charles Stratton, better
known as Tom Thumb, Courtesy

of Jim O'Brien, Connecticut Post
Card Club,

By CINDY IZZO

In 1853, Bridgeport's Charles Siral.
ton — the circus star dwarl known as
Tom Thumb — was finally rﬂjn:,'ing
the peaceful existence he had longed
for away from the sideshows ol Bar-
num’'s circus, His marriage to Lavinia
Warren, hersell a dwarl, was a happy
one; bul as life sometimes shows no
tolerance [or bliss, (hese quiel years
ended all too seddenly with his death
at mpe 45 on July 15, 1ERI

During his twilight years “Gen.
Tom Thumb* finally became ihe gen-
theman he wanied o be, not some
freak of nature &s he fell he was often
portrayed. He once todd a reporter that
bt enjoyed ““being mysell again, | can
be Charles Stratton now, not Tom
Thumb; although | enjoyed entertain-

Though he attempted to lead a nor-
mal life, be could never deny that his
existence as o whole was far from
ordinary.

In 1842, at the age of 4, he was dis.
coversd by Barmum, and from that
time on, Stratton would experience life

as few could ever imagine, People all
over the country and throughout the
world would utter his name,

Im his autobiography, Bamum re-
called meeting Stratton for the first
e :

“In Mov, 1842, | was at Bridgeport
where | heard of & remarkably small
child, and at my request my hrotber
Phile F. Barnum brought him to the
heatie,

“He (the boy) was mol w0 (ot
high, he weighed less than 16 pounds
and was the smallest child [ ever saw
that could walk alone,” Barmum said.

“He was exceedingly bashiol, bt
alver some coaxing, he was induced to
talk with me. . After seeing him and
talking with him | a1 once determined
o secure his services (rom his parents
{who were both of normal size), and to
exhibit him publicly.”

Barmum hired the young Stration
for four weeks at $3 dollars per week,
with all traveling and boarding ex-
penses paid for him and his mother.
He came to Mew York City on Dec. B,
1342, and was announced on Barmum's
bills as ““General Tom Thumb.*

After & short while, Bamum raised

Tom Thumb discovers dignity

Stratton’s salary to §7 dollars per week
and lor the next 20 years exhibited him
across the country and in Europs.

In 1862, Barnum heard of another
dwarf, Mizs Lavinia Warren, who lived
with her parenis in Middleboro, Mass,
She poined Barnum's show, and so0n
the well-publicized romance beiween
her and Stration began to bloom

During a weekend in Bridgeport at
Harmum's home, Stratton propased to
Lawinia. He introduced his prospective
bride to his parents and then proudly
showed ber around the city, where by
now ke owned considerable property
and several houses.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Stratton
enjoyed many happy rs together.
Towards ﬂ!’nlend of hmlft. Stratton I
was rarely seen in public, preferring to
indulge himsell in the luxury of
privacy and sell-accomplishment.
Ironically, or perhaps justly, his death
rece vi] licthe ailention.

His widow Llived on for & good many
wears, later remarrying and becoming
the Countess Magrl. She died at the
age of 75, Both she and Stratton are
buried in Mountain Grove Cemetery in
Bridgeport.

The grand old game of city politics

By JOHN J. GILMUHRE

i is often said current Bridge-

porters feed on a daily diet of

eleclion siralegies, campaigns,

and politics in gemeral. Years

agn, the names were different,
but the game was the same. Politics in
the Park City is an obld tradition. The
darlings and scoundrels of public life
today are decemdents of praclilioners
from years ago.

The personal style ol city politicians
owver the years has varied back and forth
befween smooth and coarse, but the
modivation o win al the palls = Some-
times ai all costs — has remained the
same

Frank McGee, a wiieran member of
the Democratic Party in this city. has
walched the comings and goings of city
politieians and iheir antics for many
years. He has both won and lost his
share of political battbes. Owerall, he be-
lieves the city has been pretty lucky in
the caliber of men who have sought mnd
heldd its leadership pasitions

Moteee [irsl bacame active in Do
cratic politics during the tenure of Jas-
per McLevy, the lamed penny-pinching
Socialist Mayor who served between 1833
and 1557, But McGee and his family hawve
long been familiar with Park City
mayors, including Edward Buckingharm,
F. William Behrens, Fred Atwater, and
Chifford Wilsom,

Four Bridgeport mayors march together during the city's Cenfen-
nial Parade Aug. 4, 1936. From left are Jasper McLevy, who was of-
ficeholder at the time; and his three immediate predecessors: F. Wil

Somee were men of strength, MolGes
recalls, while others were plﬂlllll:l'l
puppets. . only there o do the bidding
of an old-tirme political boss.

“Huck,' as Buckingham was called,
“was a ndoe guy,” the Democral remem.
bers, “He had the disposition 1o be a
candidate. . . His big sin was he had a
Pierce-Armow car and a chauffeur.”

McGee pointed out that, although
Buckingham was a Democrai, be was
the last of the odd-lime Yankees to =it in
the mayor's chair, After “"Buck,” Uhe
elhnic vole started o deliver the sons of
immigranis to the chiel executive's
chair

Political campaigns in the late 1530s
and early 1030s were changing. McGee
said that up 10 that time candidates
brought their campaigns to the people on
sireel comers where speeches were
made from flatbed trucks. The voting
public was treated to music from an
accompanying band before the speeches
started ay those special, well traveled
intersections: Cannon and Main sireeis;
Shelton and East Main stresets: and
Stratford and Union avenses

Up o that time, it was practically
all sutdeor business,”™ the political
veferan said. But somewhers during
Buck's term the change to more indoor
events could be seen, The sStreelcormer
campaign was starting 1o die.

And with it went some of the tricks of
the time.

Meclee recalls hearing Irom one of
those truck musicians bow one political
group's truck would be waiting for ils
competition to linish up on a particular
cormer. When the firs: truck would leave,
the second would rall up and start iis
pitch to the reighborbood residents,

It all sounds simple, but as McGee

conlimees 0 explain, sometimes as the
first truck was leaving “one of the guys

{on the truck)with a BB gun
would. . BING. . knock oul be light,*

One of the greatest palitical organiza-
Lions i the city, in MoGee's opinion, was
headed up by Republican Town Chair-
min John T. King, chortly after the turm
of the century.

The gentry, represented by the
Republican Party, held political control
of the city. Their control was based pni.
marily in the political acurmen of King,
who managed (o develop a “double ma.
chine. "'

A double machine resalts when baoth
political parties are controlled, the oppo-
sition subvertly o, by one leader.

“He worked that double machine to a
fair-thes-well.” McGes said, olfering the
Democrats a portion of available !I:l}!’.. Tor
their party members in refum lor sup-
port of specilic Republican candidates

But EKing's ambitions were larger
than what Bridgeport could watisfy. He
became a Republican national commit
teeman and started o get involved with
the administration of Pres. Warren G

G

=

liam Behrens, Edward T. Buckingham, and Clitford B. Wilson. Post

phalo by unknown pholographer,

Harding.

YRing wat just a high dealer, did
mosl of his dealing outside of Bridge-
port,"” MeGee said, And in the end it
started to catch up with him.

King's narme started to bécome linkisd
1o the Teapot Dome scandal, a national
news event of the lime. Some members
ol Harding's cabinet were linked to
improprieties involving the nation's odl
résErnes

King's imvsdvement was speculated
but mever proven, McGee said. And
comncidentaly, he died about ome month
after Harding, Rumors speculated both
cammilted suicide

Ballot box stuffing was a common
praciice

MoGee sakd in years gome by practi-
tioners would send someone into a pqﬂl-
ing place armed with a piece of paper
the exact size of the paper ballot. Dnce
the person was given the ballot, they
would go into a booth, draw the curtain,
and puat the real ballot in thedir pocket.

The blank plece of paper would be
falded up and put info the ballot box.

Biil the voler wiould hrmg ot the real
ballot, and it would be marked and went
in with another person 10 be casi, The
second person would come oul again
with andther blank bBallot and the proC-
55 woald be repeated and repeated,

“You could be voted right out of a dis-
trict,” MoGee sasd. “There were some
real artists of the game.**

il
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JASPER

By TERE FASCONE

Imost everyvone called
him Jasper. He had
dignity, but he was ap-
proachable, alffable,
informal. In 14 years as
mayor, he was invited 1o weddings,
christenings, and ananlversaries; and
there were those who sald be set a
record for going to more wakes than
anyone in Bndgeport.

He was S.doof-8, but seemed taller.
His face was deeply-lined, and he was
often lkened to Abraham Lincoln. his
idol. When his lean, sturdy figure
entered a hall, the applause was than-
derous, and he stole the show (rom
everyone—even ihe bride at a wedding
reCEplion,

Hiz hair was sall-and.pepper gray
when he was first elected, but during his
years in office, it turned a steel gray,
accentualing his keen, blue eyes. He
always wore a blue serge suit and white
shirt, and his creaseless trousers always
looked comifartable.

He was born March 22, 1878 of sturdy
Scoitish sock. He attended the old Oak
Street School to the sixh grade, and at
the age of 14 became apprentice 1o a
slater, following the footsieps of his fa-
ther and other relatives.

As he grew older and became a Mor.
man Thomas Socialisi, he read a lot and
took college extension courses by mail.

His private life was his own and he
didn't like any encroachment into it. In
fact, it wasn't until 1933, when he was
first elected mayor, that he anmounced
b had been married 10 years to Vida
Stearns, an artist, They maintained
separate residences — she with her fa.
ther on East Main Streel, he with his sis-
ter ot 483 Salem Street. But together
they maintained a rambling country
house upstate in Washington where they
often spent the weekends together,

He had run for mayor eight times
unsuccessiully, but in 1933, his volce re-
sounded. Since 1811, Bridgeporters had
put up with the machine politics and
spoils system of the 1wo established
parties, which, along with the Depres-
gion, had put the city in a financial
shambles. The wvoters, fed up, finally
heard the critical voice of Jasper

Melevy and elecied him in & Speclacu-
lar victory.

On Election MNight, he was up wntil 3
a.m. ai his 5alem Street home receiving
congralulations from well-wishers. AL &
a.m., the phones began ringing again
Trom Mew York newspapers and nathonal
news services, The news al the election
ol a Socialist mayor was heralded across
the couniry. But two hours later, he
climbed into his battered trock ard went
to Southport to finish a roofing job,

Al the corner of State and Lafayette
wat 5lim"s Diner. Slim had a bet thar
Jasper would indeed win and promised
him a free meal i he did. The new
mayor took him wp on it. Alter he was
sworn into office, he walked to Slim's for
his meal, turning down the chaufleuresd
limousine which previous mayors had
been wont (o use.

One of his first actions, in {act, was to
dismiss his two police chaulfeurs and
send them back with the limousine 1o (e
Palice Department. He also got rid of the
executive secretary for his office, calling

both expenses & waste of laxpayver's
money,

The mayor's office in the old City
Hall, {ndw McLevy Hall) on State Street
consisted of three drab rooms on the
third floor reached by an elevator that
Jasper never used. He managed his of-

fice from his vest pocket and was rarely
late for an appoiniment.

He watn't a desk mayor. He lunched
at Van Dyke's on Main Street between
State an Gald, always urdt_lnn; A oornied
b sandwich, tea, and a piece of apple
pie. Then it was on to City Hall for a few
hours (o receive callers and confer with
his staff,

His days were largely spent touring
cily buildings and projects, and he
seemed 1o know the slightest detail of
any city job in the warks

In education, reading, writing and
arithmetic were what he cared abowt. If
the schools were shabby, he'd say, “All
the kids need is a desk and a good
teacher and you won'y have o worry, "

During his 34 years in office, he was
called both a penny-pincher and a was-
tral. His answer 10 the penny-pincher
critics was that he was only trying to
keep the politicians from pinching the
taxpayer's money. And (o thase who con-
versely changed that he wasted the tax-
payer's money with the airport takeover
and the sewer system, he pointed to the
kmg-range bemnefits of the two projects

And so, like OI'Man River, Jasper
kept on rolling into office until 1957, He
may have drunk his tea with the tea-

spoon in the cup, but he left behind an
cnviable record.

‘7 Little Mayors’ set stage for McLevy

By TERE PASCONE

n 154 a group of Bridgepori

I!-LI ayers and indusirialisis

mally ew the whisile on axa-

lll.‘.ﬂ- practices that had been

sirangling them for years, The

state Tax Commission irvestigated, and

what Commissioner William Blodgett

found was a spending orgy that for 13

years had been led by scandalous adjust-

menis in assessment, overtaxation, and

lavoritism in abatements. Over the next

nine years Bridgeport would pay dearly

for the sins of the city lathers, and its

tamaliuous head start toward the grim

days of the impending Great Depression

el the sage lor & most memorable
Characler (o rise 10 power

At a hearing at the Coumnly Coiar-
house in October that year, Blodgett
charged the Common Council®s 1ax she-
nanigans were “an invitation for the
boys to have some fun.” Seven months
later, upon his recommendation, the Rip-
per Bill — so-called because it ripped the
taxation rights of home rule from Uhe
city — was drawn up and passed in the
Srate Legiskaiure

The bill provided lor a-seven-member
Board of Taxation amd Appontonmmet
for Elndp:rpl:lrt a panel dubbed by l:|l|1|I
dissidents as “the scwven Little Mayors.
Four men from throughout the siate
were appointed by the governor and
three by the mayor, and logether the
seven controdled all ity finances amd
purchases

Mo sooner had they taken office thai
il was discovered the irdl volume of the
city’s alphabetized tax rate book was
missing. Although it was never proven, i
was widecly believed that the book was
stolen 0 hide taxes owed by many city
oficials whose names were in that
volurme.

The new tax board did littke 1 allevi-
ate the cscaloting problem. Cormaption
and (he palronage system conlinoed o
thrive. By Jan. 1, 1833, there was more
povernment than the city could pay for.

The treasury was emply. The city
deficit was nearly 5.7 million with $#
million in bonded indebtedness. Uinpaid
salaries amounted b 500,000, The
municipal payroll had delaulted in
December, and 4,000 city employess
were stiffed.

Mayor Edward T. Buckingham was
desparate. He called on the public wtili-
thes (o pay the next year's taxes in ad-
vance, He asked city workers to take
payculs ranging from 5 1o 30 percent. He
even issued scrip that looked like rent
receipls. Teachers signed walhvers giving

JASPER McLEVY

up three week's pay, even though they
biad received no raises in & TS,
City workers who owned ﬂﬁ.: I!;m
were allowed 1o deduct salary due them
Irom Laes they owed, By April, the city
was faced with $750,000 in unpaid sal-
ariet, Amid this ﬂ;n;rring turmasl rose
the familiar woice of a liscally consery-
ative socialist who was secking the
mayoralty for the ninth time. Spieling
fromn soap boxes in front of factory

and on city streets, Jasper McLevy
called for an end to the “invisible boss,™
maching politics, and the spails system,

He campaigned for & pay-as-you-go

licy ard for the return of home rule,

& charged that the tax board had issued

bomnds without submitting the question bo

the people, and had opened the flood-

gates of spending beyvond sound reaseon
and gond faith,

He further charged that the state
legislature had just made thi WOrSE
by increasing the city's indebiedness
from three (o 5 percent. When that was
(ir ] ﬂmﬂ]l ke said, the grand LSt was
inflated, with the proceeds of bonding
used 1o build up patronage for both
parties.

Im 1533, there weren' enou
fists to fill two Blocks in & para

SO idl:
. st by

Hovemver, the volers had had enoagh of
the Democrats and the Republicans. In a
shocking protest vote, Jasper McLlevy,
the rooler, found himsell the Number
Ome man in Bridgeport.

The news of a socialist mayor in
Bridgeport was electrilying, and il
spread across the nation. But the real
drama was yet fo come.

Elected with McLevy were [hree So-
cialists to the State Senate, and two to
the House of Representatives. And when
all the counting was done, Mc . Whi
was able to work with the B bCRAS,
found himsell the most powerful man in
the General Assembly. With his three
woles he wag able to get rid of the Seven
Little Mayors and have the Ripper Bill
repealed, Home rube had been restored.

Is addition, he was able to bring

about of ome of the most contro-
versial bills in state history: the Civil
Service Bill, which had long been de-
clared a pipe dream, bringing an end 10
the spoils system.
In the years that follwed the 15K clec-
tion, MeLevy had to undo the acts of the
previous 20 years. The tax rate was 19.9
mills in 1933, but the new mayor won 4
special bevy to increase it to .3, charg-
ing his prodecessors had set a dishonest
rale

Thereafter, until 1945, he established
a mill rate of 2383 a5 a major inducement
for industrial development. He instituted
reforms; pald city employees the sal.
aries ithey were owed, wiped out the
imvisible bost, and the patronage Syste;
and created a central purchasing depart.
mend 10 eliminate waste, Litthe by lintle,
the finamcial condition of the city was
put back on sound footing

Then Mclevy wenl “‘undérground. "’
Raw sewage, indusirial waste and odl
flowed info Yellow Mill Pord, the Pe-
quonrck River, Johnson's Creek and
Long lsland Sodnd. Fishing was a lost
art. The rank odor at low tide was ra-
vated by the siench of the garbage plant
on the East Side,

Taking advaniage of federal funds,
the mayor began to pul through a 515
mibllion trunk sewer and treatment plant
program. For many years, Bridgeport-
ers pul up with torn up reads, butl block
by block the pipe was lakd and eonmeclsd
to two sewer treatment plants. The
stench at low tide vanished and the lich
soon returned.

During his tenure, the City emerped
from bankrupicy. McLevy cut the city’s
debi by $19 million, devel parks and
the municipal airport, stabilized the tax
rate, and modernized the police and lire
departments — all through what his
opponenis called pinch-penny politics.

As much as the people liked him and
woled for him, he had his share of critics
- especially when the snow fell. Winter
was a perennial nemesis for Public
Works Director Peter Brewster. The
streets were o mess after heavy snow
gsiorms, and if it hadnt been for the
warmth of the sun they would pever
have been clearsd, Mclevy wouldn®t
spend the money 10 have them plowed.

“What can | do?" the exasperated
Brewster would cry. “'That®s the way he
wanis il — he won't spend the money,
and [ haven't got the manpower or
equipment to handle 1. And many a
newspaper cartoon would show Melevy
and Brewster looking skyward for their
old friend, Mr. Sun, 10 Come owl.

But whatever MclLevy did paid off,
because eveniually he was able to hawe
the city's credit rating boosted from nil
to Tripple A

Mclevy spent a quaner<emiury in
the office of mayor. [t was a career filled
with personal and political triumphs.
And for Jasper McLlevy, the socialist
roofer roofer, the greatest of these was
the election of 1933 when the thres little
Socialists in the General Assembly
twumed the tide on the Seven Litthe
Mayors
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Always controversial, always exciting

By JOHN 1. GILMORE

nd juit remember,' he told

the crowd assembled below

his podium, A little pow

der and paint will make the

lady what she ain't." The
crowd roared its approval as the speaker
maved away from the podiom and (-
wards the stairs on the side of the stage.
Slowly the speaker made his way down
the stairs to the crowds, shaking hands
all the way.

It was 1973 and the speaker was Cily
Clerk John C. Mandanici, a man well on
his way bo upsetting the party cholce for
ithe Democratic mayoral nomination,
The hierarchy had looked to amother, bt
Mandanici had looked to the .

There was no doubt that the people in
the East S5ide Knights of Codlumbus Hall
were faithful followers of this man.
There was litthe doubd he would capture
thie moemination.

Mandanici was indeed nominated and
chected, and held the office of mayor for
the mext thires terms. And pq_-rh.u,p; mare
than anything else, the former ALP
manager from Fairfield Avenue brought
excilement (0 the office, becasse one
niver knew what bhe might do next.

Once, whileé at a long and boring
meeting on Long [sland aboul the possi-
bility of building a bridge to Connecticut,
Mandanici became the darling of the
mixdia by suggesting a tannel. MNothing
else from thal mesting made the six o'
clock mews that night.

He brought controversy (o the office
because of his brusk behavior and de-
manding manner,

“Do you like your job?" he'd yell at
an aide who didn't follow orders or get
the desired results. The implications
were clear, . he expecied cerlain re-
sulls,

He had an administrative style that
caplured people’s attention, bat it alti-
mately cost him allies and a fourth term.

Helen Keller effused courage and

By SHARDN BUCKHEIT

elen Keller walked in her
Tlower Ha.rr.ﬂn al Arcan
Ridge in Easton every
marning. She walked
without & camne and in-
haled the (ragrances of the garden's
nearly 90 varieties of rose, her favorite
flower. They had been planted particu-
larly for their fragrance, and friends
later recalled that Miss Keller, who
called the town home from 1838 1w her
death on June 1, 1968 knew which rose
she was touching by the feel of the leal
and the sublle dilferences in smell.

A rustic fence surrounded the Rad
ding Road property and provided a bal-
ance  and guidance for  the
internationally-known authar, lecturer,
and humanitarian who devoted her life
te improving education and opportuni.
ties for the blind. Ol neighbors sav she
would awaken carly each morming, de-
scend thé back stairs, and walk the half.
miile path through the roses to rejoce in
the Beauty she sensed

Helen Keller was born a healthy baby
1o a wealthy family on Jume 27, 1550 in
Tuscumbia, Ala, Al the age of 18 months,
she contracted fever, and eongestion of
the stomach and brain were diagnosed
The child was not expecied (o Hve, bt
the fever disappearsd as quickly as it
came

000 heér parenis realized that the
mysterions iliness had ell s mark
Their child could no longer see or hear.
specialisis were called in, and after ad-
vice lrom Alexander Graham Bell, the
inventor, Anné Sullivan was brought in
10 teach the undisciplined and alten vio-
lent T-year-odd deal, blind and mute
child

Miss Keller would later call the com-

Mayor John Manadanici drives home a point in 19786, Post pholo by
Wayne Ralzenbarger.

Controversy swelled up alongssde the
man like the tide. Federal investigations
of a jobs program broughi Mandanici
and his style into question. He deflied
investigators to subpeona him before a
grand jury, and when they did, he in-
voked the Fifth Amendment. He still
defiés investigators to accuse him of

wrongdaing in alfice,

Unlike elected officials in the past,
Mandanici wasn't simply a represenia-
tive of a more powerful rOEET,
m:hdhtrelyhuvl]rmammd-dﬂ-

sors. He into office his own faol-
lowers mid his own strength.

Mandanici tried to give the city that
dose of “powder and paint,” bat he

ing of Amme Sullivan — “The Miracle
Worker,” as she was later called in the
play and movie by thal name — her
soul's irthday,

Leamning became the most important
element of her life, and she and her
teacher became inseparable. Miss Keller
mastered the manual and Braille alpha-
bets and bearned 1o read, write, and then
speak words she would never hear.

She attended schools for the blind in
Boston mrd Mew York, and at 16 entered
the Cambridge (Mass.) School for Y oung
Ladies to prepare for Radliffe College,
{T’:;qm which she graduated cum laude in

While studving at Radclifle, Miss Kel.
ler began to gain national acclaim. She

AEVET managed 1o g that ma

off the ground that could c.ﬂ'ﬁ;ﬁ
city to the forefront of the development
miarket.

It certainly wasn't for lack of ideas.
Mans for a downiown hotel, a much
ballybooed civic center. and even &
theme park at Fleasure Beach al] failed
to materialize,

But Mandanici doesn't wiew himsell
as lacking accomplishments. He proudly
points Lo the Tedesco Annex of the Dinan
Memorial Center; the construction of
two pew lirchouses and two schools; and
ithe creation of jobs through the develop-
ment of industrial parks. Ome of his most
satisfying accomplishments, he says,
wiis increasing senbor chtiven housing.

started writing, and in 1902, her awto-
biography, ‘“The Story of My Life,” was
published as a sertal in the Ladies Home
Jourmal.

Oitber books followed, and Miss Keller
became (riends with some of the mast fa-
mous authors of the time, including
Mark Twain, Oliver Wendell Holmes,
amd John Greenleal Whittler.

Im 1924, Miss Keller started the work

that would bring her 1o more than 33
countries and gain her fame throughout

the world, She joimed the stall of the
American Foundation for the Blind and
became iis counselor on national and
international relations.

She lectured and raised funds for the
blind a5 she traveled to many cormers af

HrFlnHill-irnthlrhulmlnEm” Eundanmtplmtu-thHlth-

WO,

Politcally, “Mandy.” a term of en-_
dearment used by both friends and foes,
started his tenure as a populist. He
courted people — average people — all
oer Lawm. "D you know how many fwo-
dollar bettors there are in this city?™
he'd ask rhetorically.

While he touted himsell on one hand
a3 an ave man, be never let it in-
timidate him when dealing with people
of a higher office. Several area people
recall one day Mandanici sat on a dais
with the laie Gov, Ella Grasso. Her
attention and comversation were divided
betwesn Mandy and another,

The mayor, trying to make &
wlth the J‘I.Dd'y m":{ruuiﬂ.lly m
“Mather," at her toe, shook it
ll'ld ubd “"Hey lady, I'm talking to

Hul somewhere alter his re-election
10 a second term, Mandy chamged. He
became “'boss,” and began enjoying the
trappings of office, such as the .
black city-owned sedan he had generally
refused during his first term.

He developed a cocky confidence
which surprised close friemds. That
cockiness turmed people away from him.,
In 1581 be was chall for the maywor-
alty by Republican Leonard 5 Packetts
in & hard-fought campaign. When the
dust seftled, Pacletia was & Bvobe vie-
Lo,

“1s that a mandate?" Mandanici
questions oday, "'l doa’t think so. . Al
you have to do is turn some of those peo-
ple around.”’

Looking back on his six years in of-
fice, the former mayor has no regrets. In
fact, he is giving serious considerathon 1o
placing his name before the people again
in the Movember elections.

Mandanici has passed up an oppor-
funity to have his portrait painted and

hung in City Hall, an bonor bestowed on
all former mayors,

110 start sittimg next Movember,"

Mandy says

fortitude

the globe, meeling world leaders and
sevaeral United States presidents.

AL T4, she madé a 40.000-mile trip to
India, Pakistan, Burma, the Philippines
and Japan, On June 28, 1955, & day after
hier THth bl:l"‘l]'lﬂ.l}'.. thE lve-month four
ended with a celebration of Helen Keller
Diay in Tuscumbda, New York Cliy, and
Easton, Messages of congratulations amd
gratifude poured in from around the
world

Easton had become her home after
the death of Anne Sullivan, with whom
she had spent her life even after Miss
Sullivan was wed. Miss Keller wanted
some privacy now, and moved from her
home on Long lsland to Easton with
Polly Thompson, her new companion
and secretary,

Gustave Pleiffer of Easton gave her
A% acres on Redding Road, and the
fﬁmml-ﬁlﬂt‘ home was built. [t was
dubbed Arcan Ridge after a place Miss
Keller visited in Scotland.

Tragedy struck once while Miss
Thompson and Mits Keller were on an

international tour o the late 1940s, The'

house burned (o the ground. It was
quickly rebuill, but a nearly completed
manuscripd of Miss Keller's biography of
Anne sullivan was destrowed. [T was
later rewritten.

She spent the last M years of ker life
in Easton, which perpetuated her memo-
rywhen il dedicated the Helen Keller
Middle School

In an article written for and copy-
righted by The Atlantic Monthly maga.
zine, Miss Keller had some advice flor
the sighted of the world:

"1 who am blind can give ope hiat w
those who see — one admonition to those
who would make full use of the gift of

sight. Use your eyes as if [omormow you
wonbd b stricken blind **

45.
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‘No. 1’ Ray Baldwin

upset Cross

By WILLIAM J, WALSH

ne of the narrowes! viclo-

ries for governor in mod-

ern Conneclicul came (n

1838 when Stratford's

Raymond E. Baldwin,
longtime Bridgeport lawyer and cur-
rently thie state's “'MNa, | citizen® by vir-
tue of having held it's three highest of-
fices, upset incumbent Gov, Wilbur L
Cross in his bid for o fifth term,

In & real clitfhanger, the Democrat
Cross actually edged the Republican
Baldwinon the party-vs-party vole but
logt oul by some 3000 voles Haldwin
poiled on & minor party Uckel on which
ha had been endorsed for governor,

Baldwin, mow 85 and living in Middle-
town, is affectionately called Connect-
bcut™s Mo. 1 citizen by wirture of being
the only winner of the “triple crown™ in
stale history by serving as governar,
chiel justice of the state Supreme Court,
and U5, senator, according to officials
at the state Library. He retains some
Judicial duties, serving in a part-lime ca-
pacity as a state refleres 19 years after
he retired as a full-time judge

Baldwin, who had crossed swords
with Cross earlier as the Hepublican
leader of the House in (he Geperal
Assembly, was virtwally dragged inio
the gubermatorial field. Twenty-four
hours before the 1938 GOP convention
opened he issued a public statement
Matly declinimg to be thie GOP candidate
for the state®s top office

The only other candidate being talked
up seriously was William J pe, A&
Waterbury newspaper publisher. He was
a pleasant and likeable man, but was lit-
tle known 10 the public and lacked gpos-
ernmental experience. Tréemendous
pressure was pul on Baldwin overnight
to change his mind and give the GOP a
much younger and more politically vi-
able candidate Lo head the thcket.

He finally vielded 1o the pleading of
his many rank and file party friends
Irom across the state, although few be-
lieved he could win, given Cross® long
tenure and wide popularity

Limle did they {(or Ealdwin) know of
the pecullar succession of events that
would bring Baldwin to the governor's
chair. Several months before (he state
party conventions of 1538, two major
scandals had erupted: the Merritt Park.
way land scandals, which invalved a
Republican land agent; and the much
bgger Waterbury municipal corruplion
scandal that involved both Democrais

dency in 1

in"38
and Republicans at high bocal and state
party levels

In the parkway scandal, a grand jury
in Bridgeport indicted the state's Land
agent, roy Kemp of Daren, lor con-
spiracy o rip off funds paid to realty
birokers and others in the $6 million right
of way purchases — nearly a quarter of
the 527 million cost of constructios.
Kemp had served two terms in the state
legislature and had also served as
Republican town chairman in Darien,

Several otheér persons were indicted
in the case, some of them real estate
brokers who turned state’s evidence and
testified that- they had split their fees
with Kemp on land deals they arranged
with him at prices he approved. Kemp
wis senbenced (o threelo-seven years in
prison. The others involvid were leni-
ently dealt with. Kemp died in 1956

The lengthy investigation of the park-
way scandal was well underway wheén a
grand jury was called in Waterbury to
probe into claims af the Waterbury
Republican-American, the papers owned
by Pape, of a million-dollar corruption
operation involving the city's Demo-
cratic mayor, . Frank Hayes, who also
wils [ieulenant governor under Cross.

The allegations were thal Hayes and
other city Democratic figures were in-
valved in corrupl practices with the help
of prominent Republican Party figures
in the State Capitol who gol legislation
approval of funding bills, the proceeds of
which were used o enrich the conspira.
Lors

Hayes, who served four years as lew.
tenand governar, was sentenced (o prison
along wiath numerous other figures in the
climax of a sensational case. Hayes re.
fused 1o resign as lievlenant governor
and completed his term in office, He was
passed over for renomination, but fin-
shed his term in office before his appeal
wiis denied. He was then taken (o prison.

While netther Cross nor Baldwin had
anything to do with either scandal, the
news regarding the grand jury proceed-
ings and the sucoeeding trials were
prominently featured by newspapers

throughoul the stale and widely read by
the wilers,

The scamdals had erupted several
months before the parly slale conven-
thoms, and the political consenaus seermed
o bt that the impact at the polls would
be minimal since both pariies were in-
volved.

The campaign got under way in due
course with Bridgeport's Socialist
mayor, Jasper Mclevy, making his
biennial pitch, Soom after. the fun
started

McLevy had been elected mayor in

photo by Ed Brinsko,

Siratford’s Raymond E, Baldwin [left) conférs with outgoing Gov.
Wilbur L. Cross in 1938 during transition period following Baldwin's

narrow victory. Post file photo.

the Park City im 1533 for what turned out
to be a M-year tenure after many years
of scapbok campaigning on the general
premise that both the Republicans mnd
theé Democrats were solely devoted to
advancing their own political and pa.
tronage interests while ignoring the pub-
lic interest. Both parties were left in the
lurch when the fed up voters put McLevy
into olfice

Baldwin strategists studied this pat-
tern and correctly concheded that sup
porting McLevy in the gubermatorial
campaign would help them. The theary
wiid that defections inspired by MeoLevy
would take more voters from Cross than
from Baldwin

A group of Baldwin supporters in
Fairfield County joined in this ploy and
raised a large sum of money, chiefly
among Republicans in the Greeawich
area, o finance a stalewide campaign
by Mclevy, on which he emba with
zest

On Election Day, McLevy polled
166,253 wodes, setting a state record for a
third party candidate. Political analysts

s

JnhnF.;Ennmwn muﬂnglrrimm hyhﬁfﬂgipﬁﬂmmnhucampulﬂudmfmﬂﬂpﬁ#

fgured that his strength came more
from Demecrats than Repablicans. This
was notl enowgh, however, to put Baldwin
over the edge, the clincher came [rom
another quarter.

In Redding, Albert Levitt had run ina
prior election for judge of probate on a
Union Party ticket, Lewitl, whd had con-
ducted & nenning batthe on atilities ssues
for many years and who had once served
as a federal judge in the US. Virgin Is-
lands, didn't win the probate post, buat
had polled enough votes to qualify the
Union Party for a place on the 1958 bal-
lod. Lewitt put together a siate ticket of
his own that Et‘-ﬂl with Baldwin lor

governor and Bepublicans and Demo-
crais for other offices,

The question was raised as to whether
Levitt could run a camdidate for pover-
nor since the last Undon Party theket
carried only a judgeship candidate. The
mailér was takeén (o Superior Courl
where Judge Patrick B. O'Sullivan, a
close friend and adviser of Cross, amd
later chiel justice of the state Supreme
Court, allowed the Union Party (o fike its
full slute.

This wrned the trick for Baldwin's

election. Cross polled 227 540 voles on the
Democratic tickei, leading Baldwin's

Republican total of 27,191 by 358, bt
kst the election by 1,688 on the basis of
the 1046 wotes Baldwin polled on the
Union Party ticlket

Cross supporters begped him o chal-
lenge the clection on the basis that ("Sul-
livan had erred in his ruling on the Un-
fion Party. Cross flatly rejpected their
pleas and, with Baldwin's inauguration
in January, 15389, smilingly slipped away
Iroem public Life.

Im the Tace of Franklin D, Roosevell's
third term wictory in 19460, Baldwin bost
his first bid for reslection as governor,
o Roberl A. Hurley of Bridgeport by
13,780 votes. He redurned in 1942 10 un-
seal Hurbey and was re-slected in 1944,

He resignied as governar in the clos-
ing days of 1946 to take office as U5
Senator. He resigmed from the Senate
D, 17, 1949, to acoept appotntment by
Gov., Chester Bowles to the state 5u-
preme Court Bench. He was nppn-lntl:d.
chief justice in 1959 and reached consti-
tutional retirement on Aug. 31, 1573, his
T0th birtheday
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CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 100th ANNIVERSARY

Service means paople. At
Gottesman-Central National, people
are our most valuad assat.

Our marketing experts and
technical specialists cover every
facet of pulp and paper. They probe
developments in depth—both day-to-
day and long term. They speak the
language of the industry, and the
languages of the world. Above all,
they plan and think ahead —
generating ideas for our customers
and suppliers everywhere.

STORA NEWSPRINT from
The Gottesman-

Central National
Organization
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Our congratulations to
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CRIME / DISASTERS

Dutch Schultz: a welcome guest

By TOM HAYDON

rhur Flegenheimer was

one of Uhe most nolorioos

men ever o walk the

strests of Bridgeport. He

was 50 bold, according 1o
stories from older residents, be onoe
gave the Bridgeport Police Department
24 howrs to get out of town,

Flegenheimer, better known as the
inlamous gangster Duich Schultz, spent
the spring and summmer of 1935 in Bridge-
port and sarrounding Fairfield County
communilies, using southwesterm Con.
necticut as refuge from persistent law-
men and enemy crime bosses alike,

His stay here was peaceful, albeit
briel — perhaps a little too brief. Less
than 44 hours after be lefi Bridgeport bhe
was arrested on tax evasion charges for
the second time. A month later be was
e,

His reported uitimatum (o the local

ice may actually have been in jest,

ause Schuliz was a welcome guest in
the city. He was a celebrity, and if there
wis ever any trepidation over having
one of the nation's most soloriows crimi-
nals walking the streets, il wasn't evi-
dent. Even the mayor announced that as
lomg as Schuliz behaved himsell, the po-
lice wouldn't bother him.

Many older residents of B
and surrounding comemunities still recall
stories aboul Schuliz Staying in the Park
City

One who remembers i a veleran
Bridgeport police officer. “*First, two
guys would come oul of the hotel and
look arpund,” recalls the policeman, who
asked nol 0 be jdentified, *“Then he
wiould come oul. Two guys would walk on
the olher side of the street, one a halfl &
block ahead of him and the other hall a
black behind. And he had one body-guard
nxt b0 him. "

Schuliz and his entourage lived well,
staying in both the Barnum and Strat.
lield hotels where the besi rooms oost
$12.50 o day. His notoriety gained him
entrance to the shore society of Fair-
field, Westport and Stamford, and his ac-
ceplance of a parly invilalion guaran-
teed a successiul social event. He even
ll.wh horseback riding lessons in Fair-
(12 i

Born in lower Manhatian in 1502 and
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Gangster Dutch Schultz, courtesy of Bridgeport Public Library.

raised by his mother after his (ather
abandoned the family, Schuliz grew up
on violend streets. He became known as
the Beer Baron of the Bronx, because,
during the prohibition era, he wied
strong-arm (actics o take controd of all
the speakeasy bars in that borough of
Mew York City.

By the time of repeal, Schultz had
used kis mob to take over the [llegal lot-
teries and numbers rackeds in Harlem

Schultz was arrested 13 times during
his criminal career, bul was convicled
only oncé — on a charge of unlawiul

Edgar Hoover reportedly became per-
sonally involved in the case, and twice
the Treasury Departrment oblained in-
dictments aguinst Schultz.

In the spring of 1535, after his firsi
tax evasion trial ended in & hung jury,
Schuliz made the first of his (rips 10
Bridgeport. During this visit he spest
miost of his time with lawyers and hench-
mén, preparing for a retrial,

The lollowing August, Schuliz left
Conmecticut to face retrial of the tax eva-
gion charge. He was acquitted, During
that trial, however, Dewey led a team of

If there was ever any trepidation over having one of the
nation’s most notorious criminals walking the streets, it
wasn't evident. Even the mayor announced that as long as
Schultz behaved himself, the police wouldn't bother him.

eniry. Bul the ensuing prison term

proved advantageous, for by the time he
was releassd, Arthur Flegenhiemer had
gained the ndorioias repulation that
earned him his tough-sounding peeudo.
Y.

Schultz reportedly was once identified
by U.5. District Avormey Thomes E.

Dtﬂft{'ﬂﬂ later became governor of
Mew York and ran onsuccessfully for

president) as the “biggest gangster in
the city” of New York. New York City
Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia requested the
U.5. Treasury miént's aid in

prosecuting Schultz. FBI Director J.

Bridgeport Police of 1914 were ready to pursus the day's criminals
on foot and on motorcycle. At right is a Bridgeport Herald drawing of
Jacob Scheele, 8 murderar who was the last man to be publicly hanged
in the city. Photo and drawing courtesy of Bridgeport Public Library.

investigators who had gathered enough
information (o oblain an indictment on &
second tax evasion charge.

To avold arrest, Schuliz again fled o
Connecticut, It was during this brief sec-
ond siay thai Schuliz reportedly uitered
his threat against the police.

“He gave Bridgeport police 24 hours
o out of town,” sald the veteran
B police officer. The story of
that threal has been recopunted 1o many a
Police Department rookie class,

Shultz ket Bridgeport Sept. M (o see
the Max Baer-Joe Louis fight in Yankee
Stadium. Two days later he was armested

in New Jersey on the tay evasion charge.

That case never came W0 trial
Oct. 23 Schultr and three of his hench-
men were shit 1o death as they ate din-
ner im the Palace Chop House, Mewark,
M.1., in the largest multiple gangland
slaying since the 1930 51, Valenline's
Day Massacre in Chicago.

Although the motive for the slaying
was never clearly established, one
prominent theory was that rival mobs
feared Schultz was plotting to asaassi.
miate Dewey, & grave act thal would have
put the heat on every mob in own. As
long as Dewey was agressively investi.
gating Schultz’ financial records amd
preparing 1o profeculs kim, other gangs
were oul of the spotlight. Gangster
Charles “Lucky™ Luciang was widely be-
lieved to have been one of thease most in
favor of having Schultz rubbed out.

Whatever the reason behind it, news
of the execution of Schuliz was reported
across the nation. In The Bridgepor
FPost, sioriet aboul thée munder and
subsequent police investigation ap
peared on the front page four consecu-
tive days. The one was outrape, for the
cliy's the to a natbonal folk hero had been
severed.

“Prutch Schultz.” read the story of
et 24, Y"who was 20 likerally sprayed
with machine gun shugs in the side room
of a Mewark saloon last night, is the
same Schultz who used to stand in front
of the Stratflield Hotel night after night
and quietly watch the warld go by

According to the siory, Schualiz had
sought in Bridgeport, “in his own unob-
sirusive manner, [0 escape (he (romped-
ing of police reporters, the persecution
of thoge busy-body federal men who
were poking into his private affairs, and
the possibility of untoward episodes such
as occurred” in the New Jersey har,

The story mentioned the quote of
Mayor Jasper Mclevy that all but wel-
comed Schuliz to Bridgeport: “As long
u“:e behaves himself, he won't be both-
' -II

Schultz was also quoted from a past
imlerview: "'1'vie beéen (realed wEry
kindly and have mei some lovely people
here. "

The feeling, by and large, was
mutual. The presence of & legend had
added & little excitement to the other-
wise dismal days of the Great Depres-
slan,




By SEAN FINNELL

n Dec. 16, 1538, F. Domald
Coster, president of
McEesson and Robbins in
Fairficld, shot himsell o
death at his hioourious
Fairfield home. It was a sudden end (o
the long and mysterious career of & man
who had achlewed great wealth and repu-
tation, only (o be uncovered as one of the
most noborious swindlers of his day.

The ruse of Philip Musica, Coster's
real name, was mind-boggling. Onl
days before his suieide, it m"&gmmﬂ
that it had swindled banks and other
institutions of 387 million by faking
assels, making up warehouse locations,
forging mudits, and crafficking in ilhegal
drugs and alcohol while chiel executive
officer of McKesson, the giant pharma-
ceutical manufacturer.

Then the real bombshell: This was
the same man who 25 years ago pulled a
similar frawd against the U5 gpovern-
ment in the celebrated Human Hair
swindle, and was tied to other under.
ground activity as well.

ica, an [talian immigrant, grew
up tempied by the world of vast oppor-
tunity he saw while growing ap in Mew
York City. Az a young man working in
the importing business his father
establishied, he was convicted of conapir-
ing o strip customs foes on imported
cheeses. He served oaly a part of his jail
term, receiving a pardon from Pres, Wil-
liam Howard Talt,

Somewhere along the way, he
dreamed up the bizarre “Human Hair
Swindle.” It was the time of the “Gibaon
girl,” when twirls and swilches of lalse
hair were fashionable. Musica s& ap Uhbe
L5, Hair Company, which imported hair
for lalls and wigs. At one podnl, he asked
the Bank of Manhattan to discount a bill
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An $87 million charade uncovered

F. Donald Coster, head of McKeason and Robbins, the Fairfield pharmaceutical firm [shown at right in a
1938 photo), was identified as convict Philip Musica in 1938. He engineered an $87 million fraud against the
company. Photos from Post files (left) and courtesy of Bridgeport Public Library.

of poods to the value of $327,000, saying
he had 216 cases of human hair worth
that amount as colateral. After Musica
accepted an advance of 535,000, it was
discovered the hair was worth barely
$350, and that he had bilked several
banks out of §2 million.

AL his trial it was disclosed he Bad
falsified bilks of lnding and had set up
phony foreign offices, elemenis that
would arise during the McKesson inves-
Cigation.

Musica was convicted and was
packed off to prison where he thres
years willing to be sentenced. He finally

was given & suspended sentence because
of the time he had already served and
because be had aided in federal investi-

gations while there, especially with am
agent named Henry Unterweiser,

Musica then disappeared for several
years, and he resurfaced in the offices of
Fairfield imvesimeni banker Julien
Thompson under the name of Frank
Donald Coster — a name he borrowed
from o grode school chum. Thompon,
impressed with this man of high ideals
and rently considerable means, ar-
T for Coster to purchase | million
shares of McKesson common stock in
1825, a purchase that made the man with
the new identity the majority owner of
the company.

Thempson made no investigation of
Coster during the transaction, but be-

u.ﬂ.mmmw{hﬂmm Diatrich, alias George Musica, were at Coster's

home when e commitied suicide. Lopresti was to have arrested both. Post file photo.

came increasingly perplexed when falss
items worth $10 million began appearing
in the company acobunts. It Became
apparend that the warchouses listed for
crude drug storage were merely ad-
drsses

On D, 8, 1938, an application for re-
ceivership was filed stockholders
with the purpose of reorganization
Within the next two weeks, the Coster
empire crumbled, Four separate investi-
gations of Coster's activilies were
launched; and Coster and his assistant

treasurer, George Dietrich, were
ordered (o resign. did not, And as

the story was breaking nationally, Henry
Unterweiser, the federal investigator
from MNew York, recognized F. Donald
Coster as convicted felon Philip Musica.

On Dec. 13, Coster, Dietrich, and*

Gearge Vermard, Canadian agent for the
company, were ordered arrested. On
Desc., 16, it was discovered that Dietrich
and Vernand were the aliases of G
and Arthur Musica — Philip Musica®s
brothers — and that one Robert Dietrich,
a purchasing agent for the company,
was ancother brother.
That day, F. Donald Coster, the
immigrant who through brains and tact
manduversd his way to the top of the
business world, shot himsell in the head
and killed himsell at his beautiful Mil
Plain Road home as federal agents
witited to arrest him, For him, it was the
end of an incredible story of deceit. Most
af the other principles in the scandal:
were iried and convicied,

In his written police statement only
days earlier, Coster had maintained his
innocence, though he never dended his
true identity: “*As God is my | Iam
the wictim of Wall Strest pl ind
blackmail in a struggle Tfor honest exisi-
ence,” he wrote. "Oh Merciful God bring
the truth to light. "

When suicide was a pasttime in Bridgeport

By TED SCALA

ome people form clabs to
collect stamps; some peo-
ple get together to play
horseshoes, and some peo-
ple, at least back in the
Bridgeport of the late 19th Century, got
together to kill themselves.

The story of Bridgeport’s “suicide
club®* borders on the unbelieveabls, bt
the pssential ingredients — a group ol
friends dissatisfied with their kot in life
and a r man's macabre imagi-
nation, mixed with some strong drink —
gives the tale at beast some credibility.

The story of a suicide club appeared
in an 594 edition of The Bridgeport Post,
a titne when pewspapers in were
kngwn to exaggerate, or af ermibel-

kish, a story.

According (o the account (which
quoted the Mew York Recorder news-
paper), a reporier for The Bridgeport
Farmer, a now defunct competitor of
The Post, told his city editor one day in
16RY that a man had killed himself in a
Main Street saloon.

Afer leaving for the night, the aditor,
ane George Leavenworth, dropped
the saloon to see if there was lnj'lh.i:;.i
mirw on the death

Upon hearing the assembled drinkers
complain that unlike the dead man they
were still captive o their troubles, Leav-
enworth invited them to mest him the
next night af the saloon,

About & dozen men showed us: After

several glasses of beer had been
Leavenworth made kis pitch.

“Gentlemen.'” he began, “'We are all
tired with life. Why not form a suicide
chub? We will mest heré once a month
and have a jolly evening. Once every
year we will draw lots to see who is (o
die. The chosen one must kill himsell be-
fore the next yearly mesting. ™

The newspapér account says that
Leaverworth then asked what the men
thought of his idea, and hall of those
pﬂ-s-'uu shouled inm undson, “['m with
you!™

Thereallér, once a year, the men mel
and cast dies o determine who would
shuttle off this mortal coil that year. The
first to go was Max Heisterhagen, a sa-
loon owner, who left the meeting saying,
“Be sure U0 kisp your oaths as well as |
keep mine." | |

Heisterhagen reportedly was found

dead the next moming with a gunshof |
wound o the head.

Hangings, alit throats, and various
other maybem followed as the charier
members did themselves in one by one,
Reporiedly, the only man who escaped
the undertaker was a Carl Roberts, who,
il was said, went insane and was hauled
off to an asylum the day before the third
annual mecting.

Leavenworth, the founder, lost that
year and poisoned himself,

Although new members joimed Lthe
club, the last original member (o go was
Ot Kemp, He bost at the May 1893 mest-
ing; but after selling his business bhe an- =
nounced that he was poing to have a
good time for as long as his

TRy
lasted. He reporiedly hanged himself on
Sepl. 11 in Cincinnati.
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In one of the more spectacular fires of recent years, Bridgeport's
grand old railroad station was destroyed on March 20, 1978, Around
the turn of the century, firefighters such as the unidentified ones balow
protected the city with eqguipment like that pictured at the Crescent
Street station at bottom. Post fire photos by Bill McDonald; firefighters

photo from Post files; eguipment photo courtesy of Bridgeport Public
Library.
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There was ““nothing in sight but
a hole in the ground” after two
buildings were leveled in an explo-
sion at Remington UMC April 4,
1805, according to The Bridgeport
Post report. The explosion, which
killed three people, occurred in the
cap drying room of the bullding on
the north side of Barnum Avenue.
It was reported the explosion was
heard as far away as Greens
Farms, Milford, and Shelton. Photo
courtesy of Jim O'Brien, Connect-
leut Post Card Club.

The Sponges Rubber Plant in
Shelton was destroyed by & series
of sxplosions and ensuing fire on
March 1, 1875. A wide range of
people were arrested in the case,
including company officers and a
psychic. Federal agents said it was
one of the most extensive bomb-
ing and industrial sabotage investi-
gations ever undertaken,

Fire at the Star Shirt Factory,
probably around 1815, though
records are unclear. Photo
courtesy of Jim O'Brien, Connect-
icut Post Card Club.




BRIDGEPORT POST CENTENNLAL, February 7, 1583

4%
. -J;‘"t?

L

When the snows camae, they really came, as shown in these photos
ol memorable area storma. In top photo, Bridgeporters make their way
along East Main Street in the wake of the blizzard of February 1940. Di-
rectly above, trucks haul away some of the excess flakes from Lafay-
ette Boulevard in 1978. At right, the snowbound view is Broad Street
looking north from Gilbart Street after the legendary Blizzard of 1888,
Below, an auto finds it rough going on Botaford Road in Mewtown, again
after the 1940 storm. Photos, respactively, by Al Mathewson, from Post
files, courtesy of Bridgeport Public Library, and from Post files.
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Brother skippers collided off Greens Farms

By C.5. LANG

he fog was dense off

Greens Farms al 3 a.m.

Jume 8, 1808 The ssde-

wheeler C.H. MNortham,

commanded by Capt
Aaron Hardy, had left Mew York City
bound for New Hoven ot midnight with
150 passengers aboard The twin-Screw
Richard Peck had departed Mew Haven
at about the same time, bound for Mew
York with 125 passeagers. [0 was cap-
tained by Edgar Hardy, brother of the
Mortham's skipper

The captains kmew their steamers,
which were owmed by the same line,
would pass each other off Southport or
Greens Farms as they did daily on this
run. In this fog they coald only listen for
the sound of cach other's vessel,

Buf out of the night, without sarning,
the prow of the Peck smashed full into
the Mortham's starboard side. Heporis
g ™ sald the crews and passengers were seni
A ’ spinning and ihat chaos reigned lor
I — - —— - several minutes, Finally, the passengers
i . - - " . were (ransferred by gangplank from the

- -/ mire seriously dama Maortham to the
Peck and were i ashore. The Mor-
tham, listing a bit, became grounded in
the shallow waters and was (owed 10 port

rwn days later,
- —— When next the brothers Hardy met, it
was reported, vituperations and fis
The C.H. Northam, courtesy of Pequot Library. el e

ticuffs were wanionly exchanged.

'-\.'-:ﬂ

On July 11, 1911, the Federal
Express (photos above) ran across
a switch point at 80 mph at the
Fairfleld Avenue overpass in
Bridgeport and derailed, killing 12
people and injuring 53. The Post
reported that some 50,000 spacla-
tors descended on the scene.
Mambers of the 5it. Louis Cardi-
nals baseball team, enroute to a
gamée in Boslon, were aboard the
train., Team member Roger
Bresnahan, 8 future hal-ol-1amer,
was said to be “one of the most
active in the rescues work,' Pholos
courtesy of Bridgeport Public Li-
brary.

F3
Freight train deralled in Darien [Cug &
due to a washoul from the flood of
October, 1955, Post file photo.
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Flasds and hurricansa have hit tha area hard. Clockwise from top, Nloodwaters of July
29 1905 carried this housa and barn from its site near Bunnall's Pond in Beardsley Park
nearly half a mile to this unidentified location; Hurricane Carol destroyed a beach refresh-
ment stand in Lordship on Aug. 31, 1954; the clouds of Hurricane Donna gather over
Black Rock Harbor on Sept. 12, 1960; and an unidentified couple evacuate Milford dur-
ing Hurricane Donna. Courtesy of Jim O'Brien, Connecticut Post Card Club; Post file
photo; Post file photo; Post photo by Art Plummer, respectively.
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ﬂPLDD% THERE'S NO MAGIC Congratulations to

B0 10 SUCCESS ... |THE BRIDGEPORT POST
% &, It Comes From Many on its 100th Anniversary
Sie SHOQQ NS 8 S Mron from the staff at the
TRUMBULL COMPANY,REALTORS
SH UPPIHG Flk! STRATFORD '[ITHCE m ﬁrT'!#"EI-IELTI:W OFFICE
NEW ENGLAND MALL - !
LOWER LEVEL Thaus why we ot P.F. Diddario Music
TEL 3724576 o Fost on ks it muccemtl cntury; an
' C“';%fg::'j::g;;f;;g;m THE STUART L. WHITE CO.
| qu&m | Fire Protection Engineers
G!HIIEH FARM
| T MARKET MILFORD, CT.
WONBERLAND i " : Tel. 878-6311
l , i &
..T,';:;Z I s i P | CONGRATULATIONS
SARDEN SLPPLES t SCHOICE MEATS on your
~HURSERY STOCK “,::;m“l FFUNT BASKETS 100th
PAN DOSTON POST mmm..m::;m BTT=2TTE An"ivmrr

On June 10, 1919 John S. Pullman, William H.
Comley and Arthur M. Comley formed a partnership
for the practice of law under the name of PULLMAN
AND COMLEY. The firm expanded over the years and
on March 1, 1952 was renamed PULLMAN, COM-
LEY, BRADLEY & REEVES.

We offer our appreciation and congratulations to
The Bridgeport Post for its first century of service to
the Greater Bridgeport community as a strong,
independent, local newspaper.

FuLLman, COMLEY, BRADLEY & REEVES

BRIDGEPORT . CONNECTICUT
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READ’S AND THE
BRIDGEPORT POST :
GO BACK A LONG
WAY TOGETHER. . .

In the fall of 1857, the dry goods emporium of Hall & Read opened on Main
Street in Bridgeport, Within twelve years, Hall & Read had outgrown its
original quarters and the little store moved uptown 1o Main and Beaver Street
inow Fairficld Avenue). In 1877 Mr. Hall retired. and in 1854
the store incorporated as the D.M. Read Co

And here we are. . 125 years later. We've seen our share of changes. From
our modest beginnings we've grown o be five stores strong, serving millions
throughout Southern Connecticul. We've seen fashion run the gamut from the
Gibson Girl to the mini skirt. We ve ridden the crest of progress and
weathered all the economic ups and downs of a century. And yet we find that
the one essential ingredient 1o our business remains the same, regardless of the
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maTeT changes that the passage of time brings. And that's you, our customer. OFf
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course, your tasies have changed. But what the customer demanded of Hall &
_, i Read over a century ago is exactly what you demand of us today. Quality
—_— .. .dependable, courteous service. . .and the satisfaction of knowing that we
will stand behind everything we sell. And those fundamental principles of
our business will never change. Because we've been here for 125 years

.. .and we couldn’t have done it without you!

READ'S
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